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Jbtscourses on Regeneration. 

DISCOURSE L 

The Nature of Regeneration^ 

JOHN iii. 3. 
I. 
yESUS anfweredy and /aid unto hinij Verily y 
verily y I fay unto thee^ Except a man be bem 
again^ he cannot fee the kingdom of God. 

THE miracles wrought by Jefus Chrift, 
when he entered on his public min< 
iftry, cdmmanded general attention among 
the Jews, and engaged them to inquire con- 
cerning his perfon, and the defign of his 
coming into the world. Nicodemus, a 
Fharifee, and a man of high rank in Ifrael, 
came^o Jefus, by night, to learn from his 
mouth the nature of his doctrine and king- 
dom. The addrefs of this Jewiih ruler was 
B 
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ia tttm» of high refpcft*— «i?<iWiV w? hmw 
that thou art a teacher come from God ; for no 
man can do thefe miracles that thou doejfiy ex- 
cept God be with blnu The Saviour angered 
andfkidtmf^ Ar/«, Verify^ iierify, I fty unto 
thee^ Except a man be bornagainy he cannot fee 
the kingdom of God* He who is the faithful 
and true Witnefs^ repeats the word verily j 
to give greater weight, and to excite higher 
attention, to the truth he utters. Let our 
ears and our hearts be open, to learn the 
nature and neceffity of the change of which 
he difcourfeth in the paflage before us. 

It is evident thst fome change is inten- 
ded by being born again ; aaid that this, in 
whatever it confifts, i$ abfolutely neceffary 
for the entrance of any individual of the 
human race into the kingdom of God. In the 
text, man is ufed indennitely ; it is as ap- 
plicable to the Jew as to the Gentile, and 
to perfons of one nation, age, or rank, as 
another. 

To be born again, muft mean fomething 
beyond mere external reformation ; for if 
it did not, Nicodemus would not have ex« 
pr^ed his furprife, as we find he did, at 
what Chrift taught. Not only the Phari- 
fees, but even Pagans, urged the nec^ty 
of breaking oflF from vice, and becoming 
pure in outward behavior, to fecure the 
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friendship and blafiing of the Deity. How- 
ever difagreed matnkind have been concern* 
iag the nature of virtue, and whatever vices 
they have patronized by their do£hines, or 
recommended by their eii^aniples, tl^y have 
always in their creeds frofeffedlQ recom- 
mend purity of morals. 

There is nothing in the text, taken in 
its connexion, to countenance the opinion 
of fome ancient and modern Chriftian wri« 
ters, that the ordinance of Bapiifm is the 
principal thing intended by being born 
again. A view of the context will refute 
this opinion, as well as that of thofe who 
extend the new birch to nothing beyond 
common morality. Ukodemus faith unto hm^ 
How can a man be born 'when he is old? Can 
be enter the fecond time into his mother^ s womB^ 
and be bom ? Jefus anfweredy Verily j verily^ 
I fay unto tbee^ except a man be born of water y 
and of the fpirit^ he cannot enter into the kin^ 
dom of God. That which is born of the fl^ 
is flejh ; and that which is born rf the fpirit 
is fpirit. Marvel not that I faid unto thee^ 
Te muji be born again. The wind blowetb 
where it lijieth^ and thou hearefi the found 
thereof but can/l not tell whence it comeihj and 
whither it goeth ; fo is every one that is bom of 
the fpirit. Nicodemus anfwered and faid unto 
him^ How can thefe things be ? 
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The rite of Chriftian baptifm, in which 
the adult, or the infant, is wafhed wiih wa^ 
ter in the name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft, teaches by an ad- 
drefs to our fenfes, the abfolute need of an 
interna] change, or of being regenerated, 
to qualify for the enjoyment of God : But 
the adminiftration of this ordinance doth 
not purify the heart, nor can we certainly 
determine that theperfon baptized, is a fub- 
jeft of that holineis without which no man 
fiiall fee the Lord. Baptifm is of high im- 
portance, and no one can defpife it without 
bringing great guilt upon himfelf ; but we 
have no authority to affirm that every un- 
baptized ^erion will be^temaHy loft-^ Afi 
ter Chrifl had rifen from the dead, he faid 
iVito his appftles, in Mark xvi. 15, i6f— 
Go ye info all the worlds and preach the go/pet 
to every creature^ he that helieveth and is bap-' 
tizedy Jhall be faved ; but he that believeth not 
/ball be damned. From thefe words we can 
determine that every one who fpends his 
whole life in unbelief will be damned ; but 
not that every unbaptized perfon will be 
doomed to everlafting mifery. We cannot 
be juftified in excluding every unbaptized 
perfon from Heaven, unlefs it had been in- 
ferted in Chrift's decIawfeTon, or fomewhere 
elfe in •the''fcripti5ff^i* jSat " he who be- 
lieveth not, andflht 'hkptized^ 'ihall be for. 
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ever mifetable.'^ Some may be deprived of 
faaptifm without any £uilt of theirs $ and 
others may have fiich confcientious fcniples 
as to prevent their receiving this ordinance^ 
and yet may be members of Chriil's my& 
tical body. No unbapdzed perfon can be 
a member of the ^A/Ufk church, according 
to the form under which it appears in the 
New-Tdlament. To the baptifmal waibii^ 
QjgLi\9i probably adiudes when he fpeaketh, 
in the context, of being b$rn (f water. 

Were nothing more meant by being 
born of water than the baptifmal dedication, 
why fliould Nicodemus fay. How can a man 
be born when he is old ? Can he enter ihefec^ 
ondtime int$ his mother^ s womb and be born ? 
If water baptifm be the new birth taught 
in the text, how could Nicodemus have re- 
mained fo ignorant and perplexed, after* 
Chriit had explained its nature ? The fur* 
prife of this Jewifh ruler remained through- 
out the conference, and he exclaimed How 
can theCe ihii^s be ! He well knew that, from 
the ^% of Abraham, none had been ad- 
mitted into the vifible church without fub- 
mitting to circumcifioii : And if he fuppo- 
fed that Chrift only meant to change the feal 
of the covenant, or to .put baptifm in the 
place pf circumcifKMi^ what could there 
B 2 . 
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have been in this fo xnyfterious to his mind I 
Befides, as is generally allowed, baptifm 
had long before the coming of Chrift, been 
adminiftered to Gentile profelytes, on their 
admiilion into the Tewiih church. Hi$ 
knowledge of this faa would have render- 
ed baptifm yet more familiar. We do not 
find in all the New-Teftament that the ufe 
of this ordinance excited .wonder.; as it 
mud have done if it had been a pra^jbfs 
wholly without a precedent among the JewS* 
The^priefts and the levites whom the Jews 
lent to John, to enquire who he was, aiked 
him, Why baptizeji thou iben^ if thou be not 
that Chri/ij mr Elias^ neither thai prophet /* 
It is plain that they did not inquire concern- 
ing baptifm as a rite, but why he baptized. 
It feems that they expefted the Meffiah 
would baptize when he ihould appear. 

If baptifm be fuppofedto be the only re- 
generation taught in the text, we (hall find 
ourfelves involved in infuperable difficulties,, 
in reconciling it with the other words which 
paffed between Chrift and Nicodemus. In 
addition to what has been faid, it may. be 
obferved, that the new birth which our Lord 
inculcates, is attributed to the Holy Ghoft 
as its author : Ex$fpi a man be bom rf the 
Jpiritj be cannot enter into the kingdom ^GoeU 
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To be bom of the fpirit^ is the fame thing 
with the renovation of the heart by the fpint 
of God. This change is the effed of a di- 
vine operation on the heart. The neceflity 
of it is derived from man^s moral pollution 
^—That which is bom cfihefiejh isflejh. Ho- 
linefs is introduced into the heart of apof- 
tate man, only by the fpirit of God— Ti&a/ 
ivhich is bom of the fpirit is fpirit. . In the 
manner of the fpirit's operation on the heart 
there is fomething which vsre cannot compre- 
hend \ which operation Chrift compareth 
to the blowing of the wind. But what is 
there either in the adminiftration of the or- 
dinance of baptifm, or in the pra£kiceof 
common morality, that is myfterious ? 

The new birth inculcated in the text, 
confifteth in the turning of the heart from 
fm to holinefs. It is in confequence of tills 
change that any one of the human race be- 
cometh a child of God by faith in Cbrift: 
Jefus. 

By the phrafe, the kingdom of Gody in the 
pafla^e before us, cannot be primarily meant 
the vifible church, nor the New-Teftament 
difpenfation ; becaufe many have been in the 
kingdom of God in thefe fenfes, who were 
his enemies, and remained fo through life. 
The kingdom of God is here to be under- 
ftood SB inchiding the ftaie of grace into 
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which the regenerate are brought, ift the 
prefent world, and the ilate of glory pre« 
pored for them in the world to come. In 
this fenfe the phrafe is often ufed in the fcrip* 
tures« Luke vi. to. And he l^tedt/p his €y€$ 
on bis difdples^ ^mdfaid^ bte&d are yefoer : far 
yeurs is thi kingahm of God, Rom. xiv. 17. 
FifT the kingdom of God is net meat and drink ; 
but righteoufnefs^ . andpeace^ and joy in the Ho* 
ly Ghoji. I Con xv. 50. Fieflj and blood 
cannot inherit the kingdom {f God None can 
Jee the kingdom of God, or aijoy its blet 
fings, except thofe who are bom again* 

The words of Chrift in the text, lead us 
to confider the nature and neceflity of re- 
generation. 

According to the method propofed I 
fliall begin with inquiring into the nature of 
regeneration. I fhall, 

ift. Introduce feveral paffages from 
the fcriptures, as a guide in the intereft- 
ing fubjeO: before us. Deut. xxx. 6. 
And the Lord thy God will circumcife thine 
hearty and the heart rf thy feed^ to love 
the Lord thy God with ali thine hearty and with 
allthyfoul^ that thou rmyeji Ihe. Pfalm li* 
10. Create in n^e a clean heart j God ; and 
renew a right fpirit within me. Jerera, xxiv» 
7* And I wiU give them an heart to hum me^ 
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thai I am the Lord ; and theyjhall be my people^ 
and I will be their God : for they Jhall return 
unto me with their whole heart, xxxi. 33. 
But this Jhall be the covenant that I will make 
with the hwfe of Jfrael ; after thofedaysy faith 
the Lord J I will put my law in their inward 
parts ^ and write it in their hearts ; and will 
be their God, and theyjhall be my people. Ezek* 
xxxvi. 25, 26, 27. Then will I fprinkle 
dean water upon you and ye Jhall be clean : from 
all your Jilthinefsy andjrom all your idols, will 
Icleanfe you. A new heart alfo will Igiveyou, ' 
and a newfpirit will I put within you ; and I 
will take away the Jiony heart out ofyourflejh, 
and I will give you an heart of flejh. And I, 
will put mj Jpirit Within you, and caufeyou to 
walk in my^atutesj and ye Jhall keep myjudg* 
ments, and do thenu 

I APPEAL to every candid reader of the 
fcriptures, whether it be poffible, by any 
fair interpretation, to tinder (land by the 
foregoing texts lefs than a complete change 
of cnarader, or a new temper of mind. 
Hence appears the propriety of Chrift's fay- 
ing to Nicodemus, Art thou a majier ofyrael, 
and knoweji not thefe things ? " Are^ you a 
teacher of high rank among the Jews, and 
are you fo blind, as not to know that the 
fcriptures, which you profefs to be able to 
explain, abound with the dofbine of the 
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new birth which I am incuIcitiAg ? Why 
do youftumble at ihemceiirity of this change, 
by a divine operatioi^ finceit is fo clearly 
revealed in the oracles God ?'* 

I WILL now introduce a few texts from 
the New-Teftament on thefubjeft before us. 
John i. 12, 13. But as many as received him^ 
to them gave he power to become thefons ofGod^ 
even to them that believe on his name : Which 
wereborny not of bloody nor (^ the will of the 
fiejh^ nor of the will rf many but ^ Gcd, 
9 Cor. iv. 16. ForGody who comnumded the 
light tofhine out of darknefsy hathjhined in our 
hearts y to give the light of the knowledgs of the 
^lory of God in the face of Jefus Chrf/l. Eph. 
11. 10. For we are his workmanjhipy created in 
Chrifi Jefus unto good works y which God bath 
before ordained that we Jh'ould walk in them. 
ir. 24. And thai ye put on the new mauy which 
efierGodis created in righteonjhefs and true bo* 
tings* 1 John v. 1 8. We knew that whtfaever 
is barnof Godfrnnithmot : bat he thai is begot* 
ten of Godkeepeth himfelfy and that wicked one 
teucheth him not. Titus iii. 5. Nat.by works ff 
right eoufnefs which we tave doney but according 
to bis mercy he faved usy by the wafhing (f re* 
generationy and renewing cf the Holy Ghofl. 

May not every one be convinced by this 
feleftion of a few paflages, out of many, 
recorded in the Jewilh and Chriftian fcrip* 
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lures, that an eiTenti^l change of heart is ef- 
fected in regeneration f God circumcifeth 
the heart to love him.— *He giveth the regen- 
erate a heart to know hinu-^He putteth his 
law m their inward parts, and writeth it in 
their heart.^^He giveth them anew heart 
and a new fpiric— *He piitteth his fpirit with* 
in them**—He caufeth them to walk in hia 
ftattttes. — ^ThejT who beiieve on the name of 
Jefua Chtift, are born n#t of blood, nor of 
the will of the flefti, nor of the will of man, 
but of God.— He hath ftined in their hearts, 
to give the light of the knowledge of hie 
glory in the face of Jefus Chrift,— The re- 
f^nerate are God's worknianihip, created \tk 
Ghrift Jefua unto good woAs. They put 
on the new man, which after God is crea<» 
led in righteoufnefsand trueholinefs.— They 
are begotten of God: And through hia^ 
mdrcy they are faved by the wafhing of r©* 
generation, and retiewing of the Holy Ghoft« 

FkoM the account of this change which 
hath been, taken. Jrom the word^ of truths 
it. appears that God operateth on the heart 
by his fpirit, previoufly to its holy exertion^ 
and that all its exercifes are the eSe£ts^ o£ 
this divine operation. God worketh in the 
faved both to will and to do. Hence many 
divines have, with propriety, made a dif« 
tin£tion between regeneration., and cdnver* 
fion : meaning by the firft, the energy of 
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the holy fpirit in changing the heart ; and 
by the laft, the holy exercifes of the heart 
which follow ; fuch as love, repentance, 
faith, and other graces. ^ Certainly the tree 
mult be made good, before its fruit can be 
good : And as the unregenerate' are wholly 
without holinefs, it is evident that when it 
is found in any man, it mud be attributed 
to the holy fpirit^ as its author. In con« 
verfion men are aftive, and are as free in 
turning to God as in any exercifes what- 
ever. The peculiar energy of the Deity 
which giveth birth to holinefs in creatures 
is as reconcileable with their freedom, as 
his energy . which extends to the common 
aftions of life. Man was a moral agent 
when he was firft created. He was not 
brought into exiftence without any charac- 
ter, or with a heart clear from any moral 
bias, like a piece of paper which has noth- 
ing written upon it. Man was not only in- 
nocent, or clear from fin, but he was pofi- 
tively holy. Eccl.- vii. 29. Lo^ this only have 
^ I found J that God hath made man upright; 
but they have fought out many inventions. If 
the divine power which created man holy at 
firft, did not impair his freedom as a moral 
agent, the divine power which createth ho- 
linefs in the heart of any individual of Ad- 
am's pofterity, in any period of his exift- 
ence, does not impair his freedom. The 
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obje£kion brought againft the dofhine of 
regeneration, on the ground of itsde(lr^« 
ing man's freedom, goes to the denial of 
all created holinefs, and confequently to a 
denial that Adam was holy in the firft mo- 
ment of his exiftence. 

2dly. Regeneration hath its feat in 
the hearty or the temper of the mind. This 
has already been obfervcd, but k deferves 
a more particular confideration. 

Ajll men, whether good or bad, are ca- 
pable of diflinguifliing between holinefs and 
fin, and of knowing their duty, This fac- 
ulty is called The Under/landing. The pleaf- 
ure or the pain which the mind feels in a 
review of its aftions, is ftiled The Confcience^ 
This, in fome inftances, operates to a high 
degree, in the worfl of men while in the 
prefent life, and will be like a worm that 
never dies, to the impenitent in the world 
to come. A power of choofing or refufing, 
is alfo pofTeffed both by the righteous and 
the wicked, which is called The Will. The 
moral exercifes of the niind are according 
to a certain bias, or tafte, which is called 
The Heart. As this is holy or finful, men 
are holy or finful in their volitions. In this 
bias, or tafte, are included Tfje Affe6iions ; 
which may be fommed up in love and hatred. 
C 



Th« good matt teSftes th^ beauty of God's 
Bftoral chara^r, and choofes to ferve him. 
The vkked man ha&^ivoppofite roHihy su^i 
<hciofi^$ to diiibbey him. 

A MINUTE ddineatipn of the fjicufties. 
and operations of the humaii mind, does 
HiOt mi m^vx my preSent ddigiu Alt vill 
admit a difliml^oja* betweea a capacity to 
know \¥hat is right, and a difpofttuSn either 
to conform,, or not conform to it. The 
fcriptures proceed on the ground of this 
4i{tindion, and that it is admitted by msoi- 
kin4. Under t^efirft head of this general 
d^vifion of the mind, are inc\ude4 the un«. 
derftanding and the confcience ; and under 
the laft, the morajl tafte, the will, and the. 
atfeftions. Thefe three laft cpi^pofe the 
hear:t. By keeping in view the definitions 
juft given, my meaning n^y be gathered 
\?hen either of thefe words occuf in the fol- 
lowing difcourfes. 

Wjs&£ man deftitute of a capacity of 
c^ftinguiflung between holineis and fin, and 
of voluntary a&ioa with re%)e6; to them, 
he could not be a fubjeft of moral govern* 
ment; he could not be accountable to the 
fupreme Judge, nor would he have any 
thing to hope or fear item, the retributions 
of eternity. However man's reafoning 
powers may be impaired, or whatever dark* 



nefs msy ht thrown vLpon thetn by fin, or 
kowev^ hardened confcience may become 
by long refifting its didates, his general 
capacity retnaitis. He retains his place in 
the .fcale of being ; aiid infill be rewarded, 
or puniflied, agreeable to the law of refti- 
tude« He does not by his revolt Ide his Ire^ 
lation to God, nor to nis neighbor : neither 
are his obligations in the lead diminithed to 
love the former with all his heart, and the 
latter as himfelf. The tranfgreflbr can do 
nothing which makes the fmallell approach 
tot^ards the annihilation of his intelligent 
nature ; nor can he do any thing which will 
either overthrow, or weaken, the principles 
on which God governs bis creatureSi Sin 
confifts in a wrong difp6(ition^ or tttnpst^ 
of mind. It involves in its nature rebeliioli 
againit the order which God nath ellabliflied 
in the moral world, and could its wiflies be 
accomplifhed, Jehovah would ceafe to fit on 
the throne of the univerfe. The unregene- 
rate are not under the fame kind of inabil- 
ity of loving and ferving God, as a deaf 
man is of hearing founds^ or as a blind man 
is of difcerning colours ; but their inability 
arifes from a heart which is oppofed^both 
to the law and the gofpel. Hence we may 
(be that their inability is of a criminal na« 
ture, and that the higher it rifes, the more 
deferving they arc of the divine wrattu 
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The hearty or the tiempcr of the mind^ 
k changed in regeneration. There is noth- 
ing in this change \?hich refembles the tranf* 
formation of a plant into a living thinking 
creature, or of the bcafts of the field into 
men. The defign of it is to reftore the 
holy temper which was loft by the apoftacy. 
To the regenerate is imparted a difpofition 
which harmonizes with the place which man 
holds in the family of the great Parent and 
tord of alL The fubjeds of the new birth 
do not afpire to the rank of angels, nor 
repine at the lower grade affigned them by 
kifinite wifdom and goodnefs. Their great 
or their fmall reafoning powers, their igno- 
rance of the arts and fciences, or their ac- 
quaintance with them, remain as before i» 
their hearts only are inmiediately affeded by 
regeneration. 

The unregenerate are fometimes defcri- 
bed in fcripture as having the underjianding 
darkened j but this arifes from the blindnefs 
Gf their heart:* Under the influence of a 
corrupt temper the beauty of holinefs is not 
difcerned. The knowledge^ or the under- 
Jtanding^ or the lights given in regeneration, 
finme^ately refpefts the moral date of the 
mind.. The regenerate emerge from dark- 
uefs into light by receiving a new heart r 



tfeey rhWrbeebtftg tht futjieai df ditrinc iU 
lutninatii^. 

As in the fcriptures all the faGuIties of 
the foul are conlidered as receiving their 
moral complexion from the hearty ^pr^r- 
ity is fometimes predicated of them all. For 
the fame reafon a change of heart is repre- 
ftoted as fetting the whole foul right, and 
as extending its influence even to the body«r 
But neither our corporeal members, nor 
our eflential faculties as moral agents^ are 
the immediate feat of holinefs or fin. They 
are holy or finful according to the end to 
which they are devoted by the heart. Wheii 
a!fty are regenerated they glorify dvdiii their 
t&dy^ and in thelt fpirii. Hence babefe xSL 
divine knowledge are prcfetved fromde- 
ftruftive delufions, ind ate trained dp fbr 
the kingdom of glory j while meft ox the 
^orld, of ftrong mental po^e^s, and high 
attai&m^ts in fclence, ate fceri to imbibtf 
iftoft abfurd and fetal ef rots* 

The light imparted by the Holy Ghoft im 
r^eneration, does not imply the difcovei:/ 
oT amf truth whic& is not (sofitained in thd 
Bible y but it is defigned to give to the heart 
arelimlorth^ do^rines» laws^ and promi-r 
i^s, which are contained in th^t holy book# 
If \vk th« a«w totbjome truth weve CMiiflW 
C ^ 
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nicated which h not to be found in the writ' 
ten word, we fhbuld be left without any 
{landing rule for the trial of the fpirits. The 
change wrought in regeneration, brings the 
heart into harmony with the plan of falva- 
ticn which is revealed in the facred volume. 
The book of God appears in a new light to 
thofe who are bern agsdn ^ not becaufe any 
new truth is revealed, but becaufe their 
hearts have a new relifli, and inconfequence 
of this they difcover new beauties in the law 
and gofpel. Now they receive the divine 
word, not as the word of men, but as thf 
WORD OF God. 

3dly. Regeneration is an inftantane-- 
ous change. This is an obvious conclufion 
from its confifting in a new heart, . or a holy 
temper, infoppefition to the old man, or to 
a mind' at enmity with God. Among the 
unregenerate fome are. openly vicious, and 
others maintain external puritjr in their con* 
du£t} fome are funk in ltupidity,v and oth-i 
ers are filled with fearful apprehenfions of 
the wrath to come ; but whatever variety is 
to be found among them, they all agree in 
being alienated from the lifeof God. There 
is no eflential alteration of charader in any 
one of the human race, except he be bom* 
again* Between fin and holinefs there can 
M nQffiedium ; fmce th^y are dire^Iy op« 
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pofed to each other. There is no perfon on 
the earth who is not either the friend, or the 
enemy of God. The words of Chrift, in 
Matth^ xii. 30, place this beyond doubt. 
He that is not with me is again/i me ; and he 
that gatbereth not with me fcatiereth abroad. 
Between the interefts of Chrift*s kingdom 
and thofe of Satan's, there is no commun« 
ion. Every perfon in this aflcmbly, or any 
where on the earth, is either in the road to 
heaven, or in the road to hell ; and were he • 
this moment to enter the world of fpirits,^ 
he would either be rec^ved into paradife, 
or be doomed to endlefs mifery. 

There can be no point of time in which 
one is neither in a renewed, nor an unre-^- 
newed ftate j; and therefore when the new: 
heart is given, it muft be given in an inftant*. 
The "^01)^ oi fanHijicatim is carried on pro. 
greffively in the hearts of the renewed, and 
will be continued until it is completed in 
the concluding moment of life \ but regent 
erationis ii^^bepnningoi holinefsin the fouI» 
and admits of no progreffion. The point 
of time in which it is effeQed, is as indivifi- 
ble as was that between the Almighty Fiat inr 
the morning of the creation and the work 
done — GoD/aidltt thereby light, and tbera 
wfuligbt^ 
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Ghristi ANirr it hot aufwefable icfi tlif 
abufes whidi have been itrade df the &k^^4 
before us. There is ft^thing ift it m\&^ 
countenftttcesenthufiailic itnpulfes, oti Mh 
of floth and wickedneft/ in r^genaratii:^ 
xhen are made \7illingt0 txmt kit^git^t^i^ 
foiiable fcrvice M^hich Odd recfuif eth ift hi* 
word^ are placed under theddiniiiimidfthi 
pure and benevolent fpirft of the gofpel, afid 
enter on a life of great vigilance aiid a^iv^y^ 

If it be not allowed that regeneration is 
an inflantaneous change, fome other nature 
mud be attributed to it^than that which has 
now been defcribed. If the change be grad- 
ual ; the old man and the newateflot very 
^de apaa-t ; or there muft be a middle char- 
after produced which to o^ne can def<^nbej 
and which has no ilate affigned toitinthe 
wtributions af etemily. If all men j as foofe 
as the^ are brought ima tifA^atty poiS^d 
ifae feeds of .virtue as an eflbiUta) attribute 
ef their natui^ or llate (h«m iti^ipkiit^ in 
tbeir hean^by the Holy Q\f^y k WiU foi- 
Icytr that no efintial change k ^^ceftafy t^ fii 
any tms^ of Adaai^a ttt& Ibr h«ait^ft« Ol^ 
this plan tte loft havedte (attid genefiftl ^M^ 
aaer^with tiie iav^ ; H^ the difi^if^flc^ 
bemeeRtheMikt6beaicdris£A(^ by at^)^ 
tain degree of goodnefs to which tht. h^fiA 
tife^aad which the loft eiUxer do not acquire^ 
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or do not retain. What is this .degree of 
goodnefs which conilitutes regeneration ? 
To find it we muil draw a line fomewhere 
between fmlefs perfe&ion and a ftate of un* 
regeneracy. What clue have we to guide 
us ? The regenerate mud be thrown into a 
labyrinth of perplexity, and be left without 
meaas to extricate themfelves, if they are 
to have recourfe to nothing for evidence in 
favor of their heirihip to glory, but a cer- 
tain degree of hoHnefs no where defcribed 
in the word of God. The facred writings 
abound with defcriptiona of the flejQi and 
the fpirit, their oppofite natures and fruits j 
but they do not afford us any light in de- 
termining to what grade aftions muft rife or 
fall, to confikute a holy, or a finful, chan* 
after. We cannot account for the ftrain in 
which the fcriptures proceed, if holincfs 
and fin be not of contrary natures, and if 
there be not an effential difference between 
the charafters of the righteous and the 
wicked. 

The more attentively we examine the 
doctrine of progreffive regeneration, the 
more fully it will appear that it is built on 
principles which denythefuUextent of man's, 
depravity, the neceflity of an effential change 
of charafter ; and which renders the work 
that pafTes on the renewed, little,^ if any 
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thingi m^re than l renancsation of the 
forms of falfe worfhip, and a ptofeifion of 
Chriftianity, accompanied with a life e»> 
ternallypurek Can this be theeflenceof 
that change which MofeB and the propheto, 
Chrift and theapoRles^miJLenecefiarf to prc*- 
pare men for the enjoyment of a holy God ? 
Eternal life is promifed to the fmalleft 
cxpreffionof Chriftian love, erea thegir**' 
ing of a cup of cold water to one in the 
name of a difciple. How can we account 
for the glorious reward which fo fmall an 
action meets, if it were not grounded on 
a principle wholly different from that which 
gives bnth to the fhining actions oi many 
impenitent fmners ? The true difciples of Je^ 
ins Chrift are renewed in the fpirit of their 
minds, and are prepared to bring forth good 
fruit*. Hence, in the fmalldl holy aai^ms 
they perform, they may colled evidence that 
they are members of Chrift's myftical body, 
and that they will be owned by him when he 
ihall come to be glorified in his faints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe. 

The thoughts which have been fuggefted 
on the fubject to which we have been attend^ 
sng lead ub to remark, 

1. That the doftrineof regeneration ia 
a plain and confiflent doftrine. It Is reveal- 
ed both* in the Old Teftameijit and in the 
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{4Few, an^ i& an efifentiat pa? t of the pl9ii of 
Ration which is proclaimed in the gof{)ek 
TPhe doftrinc involves noabfiirdily, or co«i^ 
iradidio&. It refpe^s nothing in maa b>u€ 
hi& cMrai6keT. It is thi» which is changed by 
^he influences of the Holy Ghoft.. This 
change does not impair man's intelligent na* 
ture, nor offer the leall violence:to the free- 
dom of hJs will ; hwtJncUiiej? him to love 
and ferve God ki the prefcnt wQrld3^ajnd pre- 
pares hicn for the. epjjQjfitiQnt of Gpd in the 
world to coipe.. If any vdW com'ond that re- 
jfen^i?atroft i$ to be numbered among the 
dreams of aJfu|)!^rftitio.u5 or a gloomy mind» 
they betary great ignoraace both of God and; 
thexnfelvejs, 

z. We may infer that the doilrine of re*^ 
gejoeration does not 9ela^ the moral obfiga^ 
tions of finners, nor dknii^ib the pvopriety 
of calling on tbem to repent and turn unto- 
the Lord. 

As ha^ been obferved,, mm does not by 
his fin drop hi^ intelligent nature, nor ceafe 
to be boiuad, by the divine law, nor to be 
accountable tQ thp fupreme JUng., Be thA . 
dlfpofition of man's heart, what it ma.y> tiift. 
homage which God requireth of him re- 
mainetb a reafonabk fe?vice. The fubjefits 
of the. divine nioral goyewraent aretae En- 
able to dellroy their obligations to obedi- 
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ence, as they are to annihilate themfelves, 
or to dethrone the Almighty. If nothing 
more were required of finners than they 
are inclined to do, their rebellion would 
ceafe to be a fm, the moral law would lofe 
its authority, and the falvation of fmners, 
if it could be called falvation, would not 
be of grace, but of debt. 

That finners are called upon to repent 
and turn unto the Lord throughout the 
fcriptures, can be denied by none who 
have attended to thefc writings. Though 
the calls of God's word and providence 
prove ineffe£fcual, as we daily fee, the pro- 
priety and reafonablenefs of the divine com- 
mands cannot be queftioned. Impenitent 
finners are addrefied as rational creatures, 
as voluntary agents, and as having an ap- 
petite for happinefs and avi averfion to mif- 
ery. They may have a dodrinal belief of 
what the Lord requireth them to renounce, 
and what to embrace ; and may feel a deep 
impreflion of truth on their confciences, 
wWIe they refufe to come unto Chrift that 
they may have Kfe. It is declaied by the 
Saviour in the 20th verfe of the chapter 
which contains the text. That every one that 
doeih evil bdieththe lighu neither cometh to the 
lights leji his deeds fl>ould be reproved. Are 
the wicked not to be exhorted to come to 
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the light, becaufe they hate it i Are the 
terms of falvation to be brought down to 
a level with the exercifes of their rebellious 
hearts? The impenitent are not thus excu* 
fed, nor isfuch daring prefumption encour- 
aged, in the word of God. Let us attend 
to a few paflages out of the many which 
might be quoted. Jere. iv. 14. Jertrfch 
lem^ wajh thine heart from wickednejs^ that 
. thou mayeji he faved : how longjhall thy vain 
thoughts lodge within thee? Mark i. 14, 15. 
NoWy after thai jfohn was put in prifon^ y^fus 
came into Galilee^ preaching the gofpel of the 
kingdom of Gody and faying^ The time is fuU 
^filledi and the kingdom of God is at hand : r^- 
pent ye^ and believe the gofpel. Afts xvii. 30. 
— God now csmmandeth all men every where 
to repent. James iv; 8^ 9, lo. Draw nigh to 
God J and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanfe 
your hands ^ yefinners; and purify your hearts 
ye double-minded. ' Be affliiled and moum^ and 
weep ; Jet your laughter be turned to mournings 
and your joy to heavinefs. Humble yourf elves 
in the fight of the Ldrd^ and hefhall lift you up. 
Thefe few texts are a fpecimen of the divine 
requirements from finners, and to what 
temper the promifes are made. By the cur- 
rent language of the lively oracles we mud 
be convmced, if we attend with candor, 
that exercifes of heart are required of fin- 
D 
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«^s to which fhiey are vholly oppofed^ 
.2in4 that if they will contend la the pn^feot 
-eafe, they coated with Ood^ 

The fubjeA now immediately before us, 
iny friends, is a painful one to the unre- 
conciled heart. IF any one doubt whether 
his heart be at enmity with God, let him 
attend to its exercifes in ftimfelf when the 
4ivine command is in full vieWf if there 
be one now in the hearing of this difcourfe 
who is charging God with being a hard 
mafter, be intreated to paufe, and reiled 
on your charader and ftate with all the fo« 
lemnity, which becometh a dying accounta- 
1)le creature* If the wickednefs of your 
heart will juftify you in not turning to God 
now, it will juftify your impenitence here- 
^fer j and will fecure you frcm punilhment 
when you Ihall be arraigned at the bar of 
the Judge of the living and the dead. "V^ill 
you dare ftand up before him^ and plead 
the enmity of your heart againft him as an 
€xcufe for not bdng reconciled to his gov- 
ernment ? Tremble at the thought of main- 
taining a controverfy with God! Throw 
down the weapons of your rebellioui and 
fubmit yourfelf to him^ 

It is a pleafing fight to the friends^ of 
Zion to behold finners roufed from ftupidity, 
reading the Bible^ and anxiouily inquiring 



what they rw^ do to be ^tckL thWe is 
mu€h more r eafon ta hopef diat fach perficlfts 
will be brought to the knowledge of the 
truth, than tbofe who are feciare id their 
fins, who prefer any other book to the Book 
of Gody and frequent the houfe of mirth. 
But when finners arefolemnized, and have 
terrible apprehenfions of the wrath to come^ 
no one ought to attempt to ^ve them relief 
by afiuring them that certain exercifes of 
the impenitent heart fecure to them a prom^ 
Ue of being fitted for heaven.^ It is danger^ 
ous to give fuch counfel ; becaufe it is not 
warranted by the word of God, and becaufe 
it Willi if believed, throw the awakened fin*^ 
nerintoa ftate of carnal fecurity. 

O YE finners, of every defcription, let 
not a deceived heart any longer turn you 
afide. Do not flatter yourfelves with the 
hope of finding peace while you remain 
God's enemies. You muft become recon- 
ciled to him of you muft periih forever. If 
you give up yourfelves to him, you will, on 
the one hand, cheerfully acknowledge your 
obligations toholinefe; and on the other,, 
that fovereign gracewas difplayed in bringing 
you into captivity to the obedience of Chrift^- 
This hath been the language of the redeem- 
ed of our race from the beginning to this 
day. May all our hearts^ accord with the; 
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words of the apoftle. Work out your own faU 
vation with fear and trembling : For it is God 
who worketb in you both to will and to do^ of 
his good flet^ure. Am£n« 
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DISCOURSE IL 

The Nece£S.ty of Regen^atiom 



John 111. 3» 



yEScrs mfwered and /aid unto him^ Verilyy. 
verily^ I fay unto thee^ Except a man be born 
again J he cannot Jte the kingdom of God* 

TIE fcrfptitre dQfE):rine of regisnerarioa 
is a ftumbling'^block to many, who 
have been educated under the light of the 
gofpeL They neither under (land the na< 
ture, nor acknowledge the neceffiry, of this 
change ;. and they exclaim^ with Nicode* 
mus, •' How can thefe things be 1*' There 
are others who do not deny this doftrinej 
who coniider it as' a fubje^ rather fpecula* 
live than ufeful. God grant that the words 
of Chrift, in the text^ may make a deep 
impreffion on all our minds-^Fmi^, verily^ 
I fay unto thee. Except a man be bom again^^ 
be- cannot fee the kingdom of Cod^ 
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Having attempted to explain the nature 
of regeneration in my firft difcourfe, I pro- 
ceed in this to confider the necejftty of this 
change. 

ift. The moral depravity of man fur- 
nifhes proof, that no individual of the hu^ 
man race can enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, except he be born again. In virhat 
this depravity confifts, or how it affeds the 
mind, has been already fliown. Let us at* 
tend for a moment,, to the evidence that 
our moral nature ia^ depraved. 

That all mankind are inclined to ftn is 
plain' from the hiftory of our race, from 
the date of Adam's tranfgreffion to the 
prefent time. Experience has abundantly* 
taught that all men, when left to the guid*^ 
ance of their own hearts, have uniformly^ 
and invariably tranfgrefled the divine law,, 
and have not chofen to retain God in their 
knawledge. The inftances of piety to be 
found in fome individuals form no obje£Uon 
to the prefent argument \ becaufe all thefe 
pious perfons are monuments of divine 
grace. They who have not been guilty of 
fin need no pard^n.^ But no one of the 
human race has been faved on any other 
ground than that of the atonement which 
hath been made by Jefus Chrift. He is the 
Saviour of mankundy. mthcr is tbire falva^ 
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•^m in any other ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men^ whereby we 
muft be fanxd. He did not come to call the 
righteous, but (inners to repentance. His 
plan of falvation neceflarily implies that all 
mankind have apoftatized, and are juftly 
expofed to everlafting wrath. Thofe who 
are faved by him are the moft ready to ac-* 
knowledge their native propenfity to fin. 
The apoftle Paul, in Rom. vii. fpeaketh the 
language of them all, I know that in me (that' 
isy in myfiejh) dwelleth no good thing. Real 
Chriftians are moft full in confeffing that' 
they fee depravity every where among man^ 
kind, and that they daily feel it in them- 
felves. If the good opiraon which feme 
profefs to entertain of the human charadler 
be juft, it is very ftrange that thofe perfons* 
who are the pureft in their walk, ftiould be 
the moft ready to confefs the-wickednefs of 
the heart. 

If we furvey the condufl: of mankind 
from the tkne of Adam to that of Noah, 
from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to 
Mofes, from Mofes to David, from David 
to the conung of Chrift, and from the com--- 
ing of Chrift to the prefent day, we find 
fa&s without number to eftabliih the doc- 
trine of moral depravity. What impiety, 
idolatry;^ profanenefs, injuftice, . rapine, . vl- 
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olence, uncleanne&, envy, imlke, and' 
other fin», have prevailed oa the caitbl* 
How large a proportion of our biftory »» 
written in charafters of blood? 

Wje cannot account for th? wickedneft 
which has been prevalent among mankind 
from bad example. An attempt to account 
for it in this way, is only to remove the 
difficulty a ftep further back* The qu<?ftion 
immediately arifes, " How became bad ex* 
amples fo common f Why do we find then?, 
not only among the Heathen nations, but 
among the defcendants of the pious patri^ 
archs ? If ther^ be no corrupt propennty in 
tile heart of man> why are not good eijcanv- 
pies as common as baid ones ? We camiot 
avoid judging a tree by its fruit i And hence,., 
if the fruit be corrupt, the tree muft be 
corrupt* 

That the heart of nian is wholly corrupt 
is explicitly and fully declared throughout 
the infpired writings. Gen. vi, 5, jindGod 
/aw ihcd the wickednefs of man was great in 
the earthy and that every imagination of the 
thoughts ofhii heart was only evil continually*. 
The force of the argument in fupport of 
human deprawty drawn from this text can- 
not beevadet^ by confining this defcription. 
to the antedKuvians j for it is declared by 
Jehovah, after tlie^flopd, ia Cen^viii* 21. 
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/ will not again cwrfe the ground any more for 
mads fake ; for the imagination of fmn*s heart 
if evil from his youth. The charafter here 
given of man^ is as applicable to the inhabit* 
ants of the new world, as to the inhabitants 
of the old. It is particularly applied to the 
former, and confidered as common to men 
of all ages and nations, from the early pe- 
riod of life. If we fhould grant that the 
inhabitants of the earth do not proceed to 
the fame enormity of wickednefs in the days 
fubfequent to the deluge as in thofe which 
preceded it, ftill the fame general charader 
18 afcribed to man — his heart is evil from his 
youth. 

MoR£ than a thoufand years after the 
flood, Solomon afErms, in his prayer at 
the dedication of the Temple, that there is 
no man that finneth not.* He expreffes the 
fame fentiment more fully in Ecclefiaftes 
vii. 2o, For there is not ajuft man upon earthy 
that doeth goody and finneth not. Paul com- 
plained of a law in his members that warred 
againft the law of his mind and brought him 
into captivity to the law of fin. From the 
remaining corruptions in the hearts of good 
men in the prefent life, we may conclude 
that there is a native corrupt propenfity in 
the hearts of all mankind. David in IL 

* I KiogSTui. 4^. 
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P&lm, when confeffing bisf fin in the mat* 
ter of Uriah, faith in the 5th verfe. Behold^ 
I was Jhapen in iniquity / and in ^ did my 
mciher conceive me. After every learned at- 
tempt to explain away the obvious meaning 
of this paflage^ it remains as an explicit dec* 
laration of the Pfalmift, that he felt folly 
convinced that he had a finful propenfity 
from the dawn of his exiftence. The na- 
tive bias of his heart was not different from 
that of any other of Adam's defcendants :• 
For- we read in Prov. xxvii* 19. Asinwa* 
ter face anjwereth to face / fo the heart of man - 
to man. The prophet Jeremiah, m the xvii.- 
chapter of his prophecy, faith of the humaai 
heart, without application to any individu. 
al, The heart is deceitful above all things^ and 
defperately wicked: who can know it ? I ap- 
peal to you, brethren, who have . ftudied 
your hearts, whether you have any doubt of 
the juftice of Jeremiah's defcription ? And 
whether in proportion as you have been 
fearching into yourfelves, the words of the 
prophet have not appeared more and more 
juft and ftriking ? Gan you not fay of this^ 
paffage- in fdXiicwhx^^Uow forcible are right 
words t 

My limits will permit me to introduce on- 
ly a few texts out of the many which might 
be cLtcd in this place. I may not omit that 



tejnarkabl^ paS^jS^ 9^hich is cohtiiaed In 
Romaas m. beginning at the 9th verfc.-^— 
Wbatthn f awweb^tUr than ibiy? Noy in 
fw wife ; for we have before prmed both Je'W 
^nd Gentiles y tbat tb^y are all tmd^rfm \ As it 
is written^ Tbere is none righteous^ nOf not one t 
There is npne th^t undei^andefby tbere is none 
ihatfeekeib after Qod* They are all gone $ut of 
iheway^ they are t^etber become unprofitable i 
there is none that doeth ggodyno^ not one. Their 
ibroat is an openfepulchre ; with their tongues 
they have ufed deceit ; the pdfon of affs is un* 
der their lips : Whofe mouth is full of cuffing 
and hitternefs .* Thdrfeet arefwiftiofi^ed bloods 
Defiru6lion and mifery are in their way : And 
the way of peace have they not known : Tbere 
4s no fear of God before their eyes. 

The words contained in this paiTage are 
quoted from feveral Pfalms, and other pla* 
ces in the Old Teftament.* That thefc 
words imply a totaf depravity will not be 
deified. The only inquiry now before us is^ 
whether the apoftle confines them to a wick« 
ed party of the ifraelites, or of any other 
people, who lived in the times of the Jew- 
i(h kings and prophets, or extends them to 
all mankind of every nation and age* He 
mill): be underftood to apply the words in 
the lad fenfe .: For he introduces the paflage 

* Pialm. x« xiv. xsucTi. liii» cxl. Pro7« i. I&iah lix; 
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with declaring that he had before proved both 
Jews and Gentiles that they are all under fin. 
jews and Gentiles include all mankind. 
After the apoftle had mentioned that both 
Jews and Gentiles are all under iGn, he pro- 
ceeds to confirm this point by uttering him- 
felf in the words of the Jewifh fcrlptures ^^ As 
it is written. There is none righteous, no 
not one'' — ^and continues to iketch the fea- 
tures of the human heart through the whole 
paffage. Further to fhow that the charac- 
ter of the whole human race falls within the 
apoftle's defign, it may be obferved that he 
draws fuch conclufions from the premifes 
contained in the words quoted as demon- 
ftrate that the depravity defcribed in them 
extends to all mankind; verfes 19, 20* 
iVbw, we know J that what things foever the law 
faith^ itfaithtothemwho are under the law j that 
every mouth may be Jloppedj and all the world 
may become guilty before God. Therefore by 
the deeds of the law there fhall noflefh bejuftU 
Jiedin his fight : for by the law is the knowledge 
of fin. The apoftle mentions all the world 
as becoming guilty before God ; which 
proves the univerfal extent of the forego- 
ing defcription of moral depravity* If the 
apoftle did not defign to extend tne deprav- 
ity he had defcribed to all mankind, how 
would he conclude from it, as he doth, that 
mflefh-^xio individual of the human race. 



can be juftifbd by the deeds of the law. If 
there were ibme mdividnals of Adaoi'jspof* 
terity, or eten one, without fm, there would 
be an exception from the common way of 
juftification in tfaeiigbt of God through the 
atonement-^diatfrnali number of hdy per-- 
fons who never finned, ot that individual 
who is fpotle&9 can be jufttfkd by the deeds 
of the law* But the apoflle makes no ex« 
caption. He fsuth by the deeds of the .law 
fhall nojlejhy be juftified in his fight. He 
denies that any exception is to be admitted. 
He further goes on to declare in the 23d 
verfe. For all havejinned and coniejhort of the 
glory cf God. He does not fay that a few 
have finned, or that a ftrong corrupt party 
in Ifrael in the times of the kings and prqph- 
cts, or in any nation or age, have finned, 
- but that All have Jinned. He reprefents cdl 
mankind as being deftitute of the fear of Go4, 
and in the way to ruin. He adds in the 
28th, 29th, and 30th. verfes, Ther^e wf 
ttmlude^ that a man isjuflified by faith nviihoui 
ihe deeds of the law. Is he the God of the 
yews only ? is he not alfo of tfje Gentiles f 2T?i, 
of the Gentiles alfo : Seeing it is one God which 
jhalljujlify the circumcifion by faithy and wt^ 
^ircumcifion through faith. 

^ It beiQg manifefi: that the pa&gedefcrip- 
tive of man's depravity in Rom. iii. id to be 

^' E " 
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applied to every individual of the human 
^i:ace, it will follow that ail mankind are, by 
aature, ^(7/^^//)f depraved, or that their hearts 
are wholly corrupt* However pure any un- 
renewed pcrfons may be in their outward 
behJivior, or however engaging in their ad- 
drefs, they do nothing which is holy. In 
.this fenfe there is none of them that doeth 
^ood, no not one. 

It is not implied in the doftrine of total 
depravity, that all finners have an equal 
degree of guilt, or that they all commit 
.crimes in the face pfrthe world, or that 
they are as bad as they can be ; but by to- 
tal depravity is meant a heart which is whol- 
ly destitute of holinefs, and wholly in love 
with fin. Every unregenerate perfon is an 
enemy to the true charafter of God ; and 
were he under no reftraint, he would, as 
temptations occurred, commit either of the 
.crim^ which is found in the catalogue of 
the works of the flefli. From within^ out of 
the heart (f men proceed evil thoughts^ adtdte- 
riesy fornications^ murders^ theftSy covetoufnefs^ 
nvickednefsy deceit^ lafcivioufnefs^ an evU eye^ 
blafphemy^ pride ^ foolijhnejs : All thefe evil 
things come from within^ and defile the manJ^ 
If we faithfully look into our hearts we fhall 
fee in them the feeds of every fin, and fhall 

• Mark yii. »i, aa, 23. 
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be convinced that no one can juiUy hope for 
the happinefs of Heaven virithout paifing 
through the new births This change was 
as neceffary for the agreeable young ruler 
who came to confer with Chrift, in the 
courfe of his public miniftry, as it was for 
Mary Magdalene ; and it is equally neceflary 
for all in every age of the worlds 

Some feem to fuppofe that if mankindb 
be totally depraved, they muft ceafe to be 
moral agents. If their obje&ion be valid^ 
it will follow that any degree of depravity 
will, as far as it extends, take away man'& 
obligations to ferve the Lord. If the ad- 
vocates for partial human depravity will not 
abide by this confequence, they muft give 
up the prefent objeflion. Befides, as has 
been Ihown, moral depravity refpefts noth- 
ing but the heart, or the temper of the 
mind ; and therefore whether it be partial 
or total, none of the powers of moral a- 
gency are deftroyed. 

Do we not find that the worft of mett 
are as voluntary in their aftions as the beft ? 
The moft vile are much more aftive in build-r 
ing up the kingdom of darknefs, than Chrift 
ti&ns are in promoting the kingdom of the 
Redeemer. The children of this world are in 
their generation wifer than the children ofligljtm^ 
No one will deny that Satan is totally de^ 



vv^ 
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praved, and tikat he ha» ri&n to a mticb 
higher degree of wickednefs than his chil- 
dren on the earth. Is he moved like a ma- 
. chine ? Is he not a voluntary agent ? He is 
a£Hve and unwearied in accomplifliing his 
infernal defigns. He^ as a roaring lim^ 
^oalketh about ^ feeking wb&m be may d^imr. 

From the character of man by nature, 
we may determine that no one can fee the 
kingdom of God, if he be not turned from 
fin to holineis^ or be bom again. The 
truth of this will more fully appear by con<* 
fidering, 

fidly. That none but the pure in heart 
can enjoy communion with a holy God/ 
Wifbout bolinefs no man Jhatt fee the Lord, 
This is the necefiary and immutable confti* 
tution of infinite wifdom and benevolence. 
God is of purer eyes than to behold evil^ and 
cannot look on iniquity. The foolijh Jhall not 
Jiand in his Jight : hehateih all ^workers of in* 
iqtdty. Can two walk together except they he 
agreed^ What fellowjhip hath righteotfnefs 
with unrighteotfnefs ? and what communion bath 
light with darknefs ? We cannot have com- 
munion with God fo long as we refufe to 
pay him the homage of our hearts. If we 
fay that we have fellawjbip uhh himj and 
walk in darknifs^ we lity and do mt the trutb^" 
* s John i. 6. 
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f hofe, and thofeonly^ who are horn agaia 
have feUowfhip with the Father, with his 
Son Jeius Ghrift, and with the family of 
die redeemed. None but the renewed can 
adopt the language of the pious Pfalmift in 
his addrefs to the MoR High, Whom have t 
in Hiown bui thee t md ibtre is mm it^ 
earth that I defire befide thee.* The unholy 
have no relifh for the employments of the 
new Jerufalem* There fliall in no wife en-^ 
ler iijto that holy city any thing that defikth^ 
neither whatfoever worketh abomination^ or 
maketh a tie ; hut they which are written in 
the Lamt^s book of life4 Could the unregen- 
erate with their prefent charafter be admit* 
ted into the fociety o£ the bleffed in para-^ 
dife, they would find no enjoyment, but 
would be in a ftate of pain. The men of 
the world, in the. prefent life, difcover* an 
averfion to the circles in which pure and 
undefiled religion is the theme. How could 
they endure the fociety of the angels, and"^ 
the fpirits of juft men made perfeS:, where 
every heart is warmed with love, and every 
mouth is filled \rith praife ? The wicked 
cot^ld frame a heaven which would fuit their 
tafte, and in which they might dwell with 
(beir prefept temper. They could relifli 
ibs pleafurcs of a Mahometan paradife ; 
*' 9biah Ixxio. ft?. t Rer. 3uu* a^. 
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but they have no real dcfire for the Heaven 
in which the glorified faints and the holy 
angels dwell. Thofe who have not the fpirit 
of Chrift are not to be numbered among 
his true followers, and have neither part 
nor lot in the bleffings which he will beftow 
on them who follow him in the regeneration^ 

A MERE profeffion of Chriftianity will be 
found in vain in the day when Chrift will 
render to every one according to the deeds 
done in the body. Not every one that faith 
unto him^ Lordy Lord^Jhall enter into the king- 
dom of Heaven. The obedient only will be 
accepted in the prefence of the Judge. The 
plea of the unholy will be of no avail. We 
have^ Lord^ eaten and drunk in thy prefence^ 
and thou hajl taught in our flreets. On the 
wicKed \he Judge will look with an awful 
frown when they are arraigned before him. 
Depart from me^ ye curfed^ into ever lofting fire ^ 
prepared jor the devil and his angels. 

Let none flatter themfelves with the hope 
of future happinefs while they remain im» 
jpenitdit j however fair may be their pro- 
^flion, or however blamelefs may be their 
cowluft in the eyes of men. The charafter 
of God is holy^ and Heaven is a holy ftate. 
We muft be born again, or we cannot enjoy 
.communion with God now, nor dwell at his 
right hand, where are pleafures forevermwe^ 
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Th£ difcourfe will be concluded with a 
few reflexions. 

I. Regeneration is a great change. 
The proud and rebellious heart is brought 
into obedience to the divine government, 
and God is chofen as the portion of the foul. 
The fubjefts of the new birth are called out 
of darknefs into God's marvellous light. 
If any man be in Chrifi he is a^new creature :. 
eld things are pajfed away ; behold^ all things 
are becorne new.* The regenerate are made 
partakers of the divine nature^ the moral im- 
age of God loft by the apoftac^ is reftored 
to their hearts, and they are -brought into 
his holy kingdom. God^ who is rich in mercy ^ 
for his great love wherewith he loved them^ even, 
when they were dead in fins^ hath quickened 
them together with Chrtft^ and hath raifed them 
up together^ and made them to fit together in 
heavenly places in Chrifl Jefus.^ Heaven is 
begun in their fouls, they have a tafte for 
the things which God hath prepared for 
them that love him ; and he who hath be- 
gun a good work in them will perform it 
until the day when the Saviour will appear 
in all his glory. 

Are there any prefent who are born of 
God, you delight in his holy will, and en^* 
joy communion with him. Tou do not in« 
*^»Cor.T. r;. tEph.iu4;5i^ 



48 Sr/vV I^eceffity (^ Dis. 2.. 

dulge enlidty agamft him, but love his char- 
after, and cheerfully fubmit to his domin«« 
ion. You are convinced that wifdom*& 
ways are ways of pleafantnefs, and that all 
her paths zxt peace. What a new face has^ 
been p\xi on the word and works of God in 
the view of vour minds ? When God man-? 
ifefts himfelt to your fouls, whether you 
are in the fanftuary, in the clofet^ or in 
tlie. midft of your worldly bufmefs you 
can fay, " It is good for us to be 
here/* Would you exchange a place in 
Chrift's family for all the pleafures, the rich- 
es, and the honors of tne world ? A man 
full of malevolence does not tafte the fweet- 
nefs of Chriftian love j a |lroud man is noC 
charmed with humility ; and ^n unbeliever 
is blind to the glory of Jefus Chrift. Do 
you not admire the pure, the difinterefted' 
nature of the divine benevolence ? Can yow 
exprefs in words how glorioils the Saviour 
appears ? Do you not delight in contempla- 
tmg the charafter and w^ork of Him, whofe 
name is called Wonderful^ Cotmfellor^ The 
mghty Cody the everlajitng father^ The Princ§ 
rf peace t Do not his worth, his beauty and 
his glory fometimes appear fo plain, fo ei* 
eelk»t and raviftjng, as to iiwpreft 7t>ur 
minds, fc^r a moment wjth » belief thO 
you can convince the impenitent of thci* 
fm and fplly» ^xkd compel them. tQ come to' 



tbegofpd feaft ? Perhaps you have made « 
the attempt in thisfeafon of ivarmth^ and 
have been taught by the experiment how 
unable you are to open the eyes of the blind. 
This hath ferved to give you the deeper con- 
vidion of your dependence on foverdgn 
grace^ and of the importance of keeping 
your place at the foot-ilool of Him who a- 
lone can fubdue the hearts of the difobedi*^ 
eat. Are you not abundantly convinced 
that your former obftinacy would have re* 
mained^ if God, who is rich in mercy had 
not made you willing in the day of his powi> 
er ? He hath caufed you to flee from the 
wrath to come, and hath made you heirs of 
the heavenly inheritance. The Lord hath 
done great things for you : Be thankful un« 
to him, and blels his holy name. 

It has been inquired, why,, if regenera- 
tion be do great a change, it is no more ap- 
parent intne fubje£ts of it, to mankind in 
general? To this it niay be replied, That 
the unholy are ftrangers to the excrcifes of 
the renewed heart, and do not enter into the 
nibtives by which it is governed. The life 
of Chriftians is hidden with Chrift in God j 
hence the world knoweth them not. Men 
who are ignorant of the power of godlinefe, 
are liable to form very erroneous opinions 
with refpeft to the manner in which real pi- 
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ety is to be expreffed. Some feem to fup-^ 
pofe that if any prpfefs a religion which is 
not as much edified by gay amtrfements, or 
the purfuits of wealth and ambition, as by 
an attendance on the worfhip of God, they 
muft, to aft confiftently, abandon temporal 
concerns, and retire from fociety. Chrif* 
tians have, in times of perfecution, been 
compelled to wander in deferts, and itt 
mountains, and in dens and caves of the 
earth. But they are forbidden to withdraw 
from fociety in ordinary feafons. Should 
they do this, they would put themfelyes ontL' 
of the way of letting their light fliine be- 
fore men. Their hearts are not placed on 
earthly enjoyments as a portion ; and they 
confent to facrifice them all, and eren life 
itfeif, wheathey cannot retain them without 
denying Chrift. Diligence in the manage- 
ment of temporal concerns is enjoined on 
Chriftians by the divine law. In attending 
to thefe, they have ocicafion to mingle with 
the enemies of their Lord. They do not 
choofe fuch for their intimate friends ; but 
in their occafional intercourfe with the wick- 
ed, they may keep their garments undefiled, 
as Lot did in Sodoin, and as Daniel did in 
th« court of Perfia. Strangers to religion 
may think thatfince Chriftians fow and reap, 
buy and fell, and tranfafl: other worldly bu- 
finefs, in common with the reft of man* 
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kind, they are in reality the fame. Hence 
their true charader is overlooked, and their 
profeffion is charged with hypocrify. 

. Again, thofe who are born of God foon 
lofe that warmth by which they are at firft 
diftinguiftied. The carelefs and the pro- 
phane who obferve this abatement, fuppofe 
that the fubjefts of it either counterfeited all 
their former zeal, or were carried away by 
an idle dream. Chriftians are liable to wan- 
der from God, but the decline of their firft 
fervor is no certain evidence* of their back- 
fliding from truth or duty. New converts 
are foon led to fee that they have overrated 
their attainments, and go into the conflicts 
of the Chridian warfare ; in which they 
become better acquainted with the divine 
character and their own, are more alive un« 
to God, and are better fitted to ferve him in 
the prefent world, and to enjoy him in the 
. world to come. Whiletbeir love is abounding 
yet more and more in knowledgey andinalljudg' 
mentj they may be thought by the ungodly 
to have become lukewarm towards thecaul^ 
of the Redeemer. . 

It is further to be confidered that Chrif- 
tians are now in an imperfeft ftate. They 
are fanftified but in part, and have mucn 
remaining fin. By lapfes in their external 
behaviour they give occafion to the wicked 



to bU^phente ibd vforAy name by the which 
$bey ate caUed. 

After all, it cannot be denied that thofe 
Chriftians who are much improved in holi- 
nefs, exhibit in their pm£tice fuch a fixed 
purpofe of cleaving unto the Lord, as leads 
the ungodly to take knowledge of them as 
havmg been with Jefus. Hardened unbe- 
Jievers look on the difdples of Chrtft with 
aa evil eye. They watcl^ for thar halting. 
They are glad to fee them ftumble. They 
dofely in^ed: their behaviour, and when 
they difcover a fault they magnify it, and 
pafs femence in the fever^ manner. They 
ibrutinize and they condemn with this fe- 
vcrity, to keep their own confcieoees qiuet 
while they are ferving divers lufts and pleaf- 
ures. Deluded mortals 1 will the fins of 
tvod's people fcreen you from guilt ? and 
furnifh a plea for your acquittal when you 
fliall be arraigned at the bat of the Judge 
of all the earth \ If the righteous fcarcely he 
fin)ed^ where Jhall the ung^ly and the Jitmer 
uppear ? To return, bkter and cruel as may 
be the enemies of the Crofs, they are fome- 
-times compelled to acknowledge, that Chrif* 
tians manifefta fpirit of benevolence and felf* 
denial which cannot be found in a^y other 
men. Scoffers have their feafons of relen- 
ting, and the monitor in their breafl pays 



Dfe. 3. ' Regeneratim. ^ $n^ 

homage to the fervants of the Moft High 
God, and confeffes them to be the excel- 
lent of the earth. Thefe have a command- 
ing dignity of charafter given them from 
above. Soon will they be publicly diftin- 
guiflied from the wicked, and will Jhine 
forth as the fun in the kingdom of their Fat hen 

2. The fovereign mercy of God is dif- 
played in regeneratiqn* As the hearts of 
the unregenerate are wholly oppofed to God, 
they have no exercifes which tend* to holi* 
nefs : And therefore when any are born a- 
gain their change muft be attributed to fove- 
' reign grace. The unregenerate are dead 
^ in trefpaffes and fins ^ they have no latent 
fpark of meral virtue in their hearts : And 
hfflce if any of them be renewed, they muft 
feel that it is by grace they are favedj and 
that not of ihemfelves : it is the gift of God.-^ 
That is marvellous grace which giveth to 
man a heart to comply ^idth the falvation of 
the gofpel, to which he is by nature whol- 
ly oppofed. He cannot be the fubjeft 
of the new birth, and fail of being deep- 
ly imprefled with the belief that no flelh 
can have caufc to glory before God. The 
apoflle faith, in his addrefs to the faints. 
But of bimare ye in Chriftjefus^ who of God 
is made unto us wifdom^ and righteoufnefs^ 
F 
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and fomSiificatimj and redemption ^ ibat^ ac* 
coriUng as it h written^ He that glsrkth^ let 
bim glcrj in tbe Lerd."^ 

When the finner is bowed to the divine 
will, he does not harbour a thought that he 
has diftinguifhed himfelf from the unbellev« 
ing and rebellious around hhn ; but he feels 
that foyereign grace bath interpofed for his 
fidvadon. God hath mercy m 'whom be 
will have mercyA Oisl what other grouml 
can we account for the large ingathering of 
fouls into the Redeemer's kingdom on .the 
day of Pentecoft ? The converts of that 
memorable day had lately manifefted their 
approbation of the unjuft and cruel fentence 
which was executed in the death of GhrilL 
Curiofity, or fome worfe motive, drew 
them tc^ether when it was aoifed a* 
broad that the apoftles fpake with other 
tongues. But they had not been many 
hours aflembled before they were pricked in 
riieir heart in the hearing of Peter's fermon, 
and gladly received the gofpel which hb 
preached. What a furprifing change took 
place in them between the morning and the 
evening ! Not only the converfions in Jeru- 
falem, but thofe in Antloch, in Thefalo- 
nica, in Corinth, inEphefus, and in other 
places, recorded in the New-Teftament, 

^ z Cor. i. JO, 3x. t Rom. ixt x^* 
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proclaim the fbveragn mercy of Ckxl. In 
every age of the chur^^h, the faints have 
breathed tl^ fpirit of the P£dmift. Notwi^ 
to usj Lordy mt unto usy bta tMo iby name 
give glory ^ for thy mercy ^ c^ for tby truth* i 
fake.l 

We have feen perjbas who were proud 
of their fuppo£sd religian^ and whofe words 
and a£kio]U courted applaufe for their good- 
nefo,^ but we are certain that they did not 
leara that Qxivit in the fchool of Chrifb 
Spiritual pride is not from ^[>ove ; it ig from 
beneath, and is a moft abominable fim 
The chiidrea of God watch againft it, and 
^jfAast themfelves and repent in duft and 
aflies&o- being in any inftances infnared by 
it» Their h^ts breathe after God, and 
they give glory to his great name. 

The fcripture doctrine of regeneration 
takes away all ground of glorying in ^he 
^ flefh. The fovereign mercy of God mak« 
eth the faved to differ from thofe that perifh^ 
The fovereign mercy of God is the fong of 
the (aints in heaven this moment, and will 
be their triumph to eternity. They do not 
attribute it to themfelves that they are not 
among the damned. When they call their 
eyes acrofs the gulph which divides heaven 
from hell, and behold the puniihment .of 
% P&lm cxv. ir 
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the wicked, they are filled with admiration 
of the riches of free grace difplayed in ret 
cuing them from the brink of endlefs mife« 
ry, and placing them in the world of ever- 
lalling happinefs. . 

3. The regenerate are under high and 
peculiar obligations to ferve and praife the 
Lord. To you he hath given a heart to 
know him. Walk worthy ^of the vocation 
wherewith ye are called. Abound in praife to 
Him who hath brought you t^ out of an horri* 
tie pity out of the miry clay^ and fit your feet 
upon a rocky and ejlablijhed your goings. Walk 
as children of the light and of the day* 
Watch over your thoughts, yoxir words, 
and your adions ; and recommend religion 
by holy lives. Improve all your talents for 
the advancement of that caufe to which 
your Lord devoted himfelf in life and in 
death. Praife God when he appeareth te 
build up Zion. May you ever find fuch 
feafons, . times of great refrefliing to your 
fouls. Contemplate the worth and glory of 
the Redeemer's kingdom, and count noth- 
ing dear unto yourfelves that you may finifli 
your courfe with joy. Reft not in paft at- 
tainments ; but, forgetting thofe things which 
are behindy and reaching forth tmto thofe things 
which are before^ prefs toward the marky for 
the prize of ibe high calling of God in Chrift 
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yejtu. Be weaned from the prefent world, 
and let your converfation be in heaven. If 
ye then be rifen with Chrijly feek thofe things 
which are above ^ where Chri/i Jitteth on the 
right hand of God. Set your affe6lion on things 
e^bove^ not on things on the earth. For ye are 
dead, and your l^e is hid with Chriji in God. 
When Chri/iy who is our life, jhall appear^ 
ihenjball ye alfo appear with him in glory* 
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DISCOURSE III. 



The Agency of the Holy Ghofl ia Regen* 
eration* 



T1TU8 ill. 



Nor by wn^ks of rigbteoufne/s which we have 
doMy but according to his mercy he favedusy 
-by the wajhing cf regeneration^ and renew* 
ing rf the Holy Ghc^. 

npHEY who are born of God often call 
X to mind their former character and 
ftate. They will not forget thefe in any pe- 
riod of their exiften<:e« The^poftle Paul^ 
after his converfion, looked back with deep 
forrow on his temper and condud when he 
i;tras an enemy to jefus Chrift ; and had a 
lively feafe of the riches of diYine grace 
which had renewed his heart, and brought 
him into &yor with God. All true ChriC- 
^m» imitate him Hk Aicfa rde^lioiiit The 
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apoftic includes hifnfelf with thofe to whom 
he wrote, when he faith in the context and 
in the text, For we our/elves alfo ivere fame-i 
times fooli/b, di/obedient^ deceived^ f^^'^i^g di' 
vers lujis and^afmts^ Umng in malice and eti'^ 
vy^ hateful^ and hating one another. But aftet 
that the kindnefs and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared^ mt by works of rtghi" 
eoufnefs which we have done^ but according to 
his nurcy hefaved usy by the wajhrng* of re* 
generation^ and renewing of the Holy Ghoji ; 
which he fhed on us abundantly through jfefus 
Chriji our Saviour ; that being jufii^ed by his^ 
grace ^ we fhouldbe mack hein according to the 
hope of eternal life. 

When any of the children of men are 
turned unto God they cannot attribute the 
change in themfelves to any works of their 
own; but they are wholly indebted tx> his 
mercy ior thofe influences which iacliAed 
them to believe to the faving of their fouls. 
^ They had performed no holy aflioa before 
they were nought upon rrotn on highr 
There was nothing m their hearts which 
moved God to Ihow favor to them in dit 
fin£lion from others. Their alienation from* 
Him would have remained, if he had no^ 
according to his mercy fofoedthem by the w40i^. 
ing of regeneration^ and nn&wirigi^ the-l^afi 
Oh^ . .. •. • .. ■ • ■ / '/,-V • ' * . • /'/;! 
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My defign in difcourfing from the text is, 
to confider the Agency of the Holy Ghoft 
in regeneration. 

The Holy Ghoft is one of the perfons of 
the Trinity. He is joined with the Father 
and the Son in the inftituted form of Chrif- 
tian baptifm, and in the apoftolic falutations 
to the churches ; and is called God.* The 
men who were employed in penning the 
fcriptures were infpired by him. The froph^ 
ecy came not in old time by the 'will of man ; 
but holy men of God ffake as they were moved 
by the H9ly Gh6ji.\ The Holy Ghoft dc 
fcended in a bodily (hape, like a dove, up- 
on Chrift, immediately after his baptifm, 
and a voice came from Heaven, which faid. 
Thou art my beloved Son; in thee I am well 
pleafed.\ By this defcent of the Holy Ghoft 
upon the Son of God he was publicly con- 
fecrated as the Prophet, Prieft, and King, 
of the Church. In allufion to this he is 
called the Mefjiah^ or the Chriji ; each of 
which titles fignifics The Anointed. The 
Holy Ghoft is ftiled the Comforter^ in the 
xiv. XV. and xvi. chapters of John the E- 
vangelift. In the primitive ages of the 
church the Holy Ghoft conferred a power 
of fpeaking with tongues before unknown 
to the fpeaker, a knowledge of future 

* Adls V. 4* t » Pet. i. ar. 

t Mattbiiii. i6| ijf Luke iii. %i% aa* 
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events, and other miraculous gifts. Tbefe 
have, long fmce, ceafed in the church ; and 
while they were continued, they were whoU 
ly diftmd from the renewing or fandilying 
iniluences of the Holy Ghou. Miraculous 
gifts were ibmetimes imparted to wicked 
men ; and^ when they were bellowed oBr 
good men, as they moft generally were, 
tb^y were of a difierent nature from thofe 
influencei^ of the fpirit which renewed their 
heartSr If the Holy Ghoit fhoUld this mo- 
KQ/ent enable one of thk congregation to 
fpeak in the language of China, or acquaint 
him with an event paffing in one of ite cities^ 
neither this ability, nor this knowledge^ 
would prove the perfon to wbom it is conv* 
municated to be a fubjed of fan£tifying 
grace* The knowledge of a faft, and the 
renovation of the heart, are things of a 
different nature. Hence we could not de« 
termine in favor of a .man*s piety, if he 
knew by an immediate revelation from God 
what wMi happen m a futiire period. . Mi- 
raculous gifts were of high importance fo 
long as the canon of fcripture remained un*- 
finiflied. They were not continued beyond 
the infancy of the cburdi ; aixd we have no 
reafoO' to exped their return. But fiiouki 
they, contrary to the general expedation, be 
reftored, th^y would not ftand in the place 
of thofe influences of the fpirit which change 
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men'* Xearts and fit them for Heaven. 
When the feventy retiirned to Chrift after 
they had been fent out by him to preach the 
gofpel and to confirm their miifion by mir* 
aclesythey faid unto him Lord^ even the 
devils are fubje{l unto us through thy name. 
He replied, / beheld Satan as lightning fall 
frmu Heaven. Behold^* I give tmto you pofwer 
to tread^n ferpenis and/corpiom^ and over aU 
the fewer of the enemy ; and nothing Jhall hf 
any means hurt yak. Notnvithjtanding^ in thie* 
refoice not that the fpirits are fubjeSt tmtoym ; 
kut rather rejoice^ kecaufe your names are writ" 
ten in 'Heaven.^ The apoftle Paul declares, 
in I Cor. xiiL Though I /peak with the tongues 
(f men and of angels^ and have not charity^ 1 
am become as founding brafsy or a tinkling cym>» 
bal. And though I have the gift of prophecy^ 
and under/iand all myfleries^ and all inowl- 
edge ; and though I have all faith ^ fo that I 
could remove mountains ^ and have not charity^ 
I am nothing. 

TfiB renewing influences of the Holy 
Ghoft are common to all ages of the church ; 
and were they wholly withdrawn, the work 
of regeneration would no more appear a- 
mong mankind, and Satan would reign in 
every heart. 

» Luke X. J7— »•• 
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The phrafe, renewing of the Holy Ghq/l^ 
in the text, muft refer to his influences on 
the hearts of the faved, and to nothing 
elfe. To thefe influences the apoftte attrib- 
utes the ftate of ialvation into which he and 
other believers were brought. If an effen- 
tial change of heart was neceifary to pre- 
pare^men for heaven heretofore, it is necef- 
fary now \ for the human character is the 
£ime. As man is totally depraved he will 
not return to God, unlefs he be influenced 
from on high, or by the Holy Ghoft. We 
have the fame evidence that a man muft be 
born of the Spirit^ as that he muft be born 
again, to fee the kingdom of God. If we 
confider the texts which fpeak of the influ- 
ences of the Spirit of God, as confined to 
his miraculous operations, or to his agency 
during the firft ages of the church, we fhall 
do violence to the infoired writings ; and re- 
duce the kingdom of grace to a level with 
the kingdom of nature. 

That the Holy Ghoft hath a fpecial a- 
gency in regeneration may be proved, 

I ft. From the ways in which he operateth 
on the minds of the faved. 

It is not denied that fome are fan£bified 
from the womb. In inftances of this kind 
we are compelled to acknowledge the imme- 
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diate agency of the Holy Ghoft ; bccaufe 
external nieans had not been enjoyed. Per- 
fons of this defcription who have lived long 
enough to be able to communicate by words 
their internal exercifes, have been full in ac- 
knowledging the doftrine of depravity, and 
the abfolute need of theinfluences of the Spirit 
of God to renew the heart. We hear the fame 
confeflion from the mouths of perfons appar- 
ently renewed in adult years, who cannot, 
as is moft ufual, give a particular account 
of the time of their converfion. It is in- 
deed of much higher importance to be able 
to trace in ourfelves the nature of true reli- 
gion, than the period of its commence- 
ment, or the order of our exerdfes. We 
are to guard in this place againft counte- 
nancing the idea, that the tranfition from 
an unregenerate to a renewed ftate, is like 
the growth of a plant from a fmaller to a 
larger fize. This opinion tends, like aa 
opiate, to quiet the minds of thfe fecure, 
and to leave them undifturbed whillt they 
put the form of godlinefs in the place of its 
power. It cannot be too deeply impreffed 
on our minds, that there is an ejfential differ- 
ence between the charafters of the regene- 
rate and the unregenerate. Hence it gen- 
erally happens that Chriftians are able to 
give an orderly account of alarming appre- 
G 
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henfions of the wrath to come, and oiclc&r 
and ftpiking difcoveries of the wickednefs 
of the heajft, which preceded their fubmil^ 
fion to ttu^ divine will, when they beheld, 
with pleafitag wonder, the glory of Crod iB 
the facenSf Jefus Chrift, 

Th£ fcriptures do not inform us what de-' 
gree of dodrinal lights how long a feafon 
of ferious thoughtfuli;iefs, or what degree 
of terror, willexiftin the minds of the re- 
generate previoufly to their renovation. 
Thefe are diflPerent in different perfons. 
The interval between the firft alarm and 
converfion, appears to have been ihort, hi 
moft, if not in all, of thofe who were re- 
newed under the miniftry of Chrift, and 
that of his apoftles. The knowledge and 
conviction which are obtained and imprel£> 
ed during what has been called the prepar^^ 
iorywork^ are of no fmall ufe ; indifclofing 
to finners their real character, in teaching 
them that they muft be wholly indebted to 
fovereign grace for falvation, and in aflifU 
ing them in their walk when brought into 
cordial fubmiflion to the divine will. It has 
often been remarked that thofe whofe minds 
had been moft ftored with dodrinal knowU 
edge, are, other things being equal, the 
freeft from imaginary iUghts during the ar- 
dor which young converts feel, andfhine 
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brighteft in the fchool of Chrift But, to 
whatever attainments the^unregenerate may 
rife, whatever anxiety they may endure, or 
whatever exertions they may make, nothing 
which goes before the new birth can be con^ 
fidered as a part of that change. Regene*' 
ration is a work by itfelf ; and in it a new 
heart is given— *a heart to which the unre- 
newed are ftrangersr The fpecial agency 
of the Holy Ghoft in this work,appears from: 
the incidents and means which have been 
made effc^ual to the cojiverfion of finners^ 
A few of thefe will be mentioned in this 
place. 

Dfifep conviftion has been known to be 
£i(lened on the rnkid^ of perfons by their 
gJancing at a few words in the Bible, or 
lome other good book, without any defign 
to feek for the paffage, and far lefs to refleft 
with ferioufnefs on any religious fubjed. 
This coHvidion-has been fattened on their 
confciences, and they have not been able to 
(hake it off until God hath made them wil- 
ling in the day of his power. The like ef- 
fects have been feen to follow the dropping 
of a word in converfation, which contained 
nothing remarkable for pertinence, and was 
not uttered with any unufual folemnity; 
I'his hath been made effedual ; becaufe the 
time had come in which God had 'determine 
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cd to fave a foul from death, to fave by fucH 
fimple means, and to add to the evidence 
that the excellency of the power is of Him. 
This fubjefl: of divine grace had perhaps 
lived long under an able and faithful preach- 
er of the gofpel, and had h^ard many 
weighty and alarming thoughts uttered in 
religious converfation, but never till now 
felt the arrows of the Almighty piercing his 
foul. 

God hath laid fome on a bed of ficknefs, 
and hath brought them to the borders of the 
grave, to give thejn conviftion that there is 
but a ftep between them and eternal mifery, 
and hath followed this with the renewing in- 
fluences of his Spirit. We have feen how- 
ever, not a few who have been deeply a- 
larmed with their danger when death ftared 
them in the face, and abounded with prom- 
ifes of amendment, who have, on the ref- 
toration of health, turned like the dbg to 
his vomit, and the fow that was walhed to 
her wallowing in the mire. No promifes 
of reformation can be relied on which do 
not fpring from a heart that is purified by 
faith. We are furnifhed wich fo many fafts 
to edablith this remark, that we muft be 
highly criminal if we attribute the real refor- 
mations which fbmetimes follow dangerous 
ficknefs, to any other caufe but the gra- 
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cious influences of the holy Spintoperatii^ 
on the heart. 

Some have derived everlafting benefit 
from the death of their neighbors, friends, 
or companions. They have been alarmed, 
as was the Jailer by the earthquake which at 
midnight (hook the foundations of the prifon, 
in which Paul and vSilas were confined, burft 
open itsdoors,^ and loofed the chains of the 
prifoners. Like the keeper of this prifon, 
they have beeii brought to believe on the^ 
Lord Jefus Chrift, and their forrow has 
been turned into joy. 

It has been obferved that fudden and fur- 
prifing deaths, have not often been followed 
with the repentance of thofe finners who 
Have beeii called to witnefs the awful events. 
When one of their compafiions has been' 
fttddenly arretted by the king of terrors be- 
fore their eyes, perhaps in the midft of their 
wine aiid profane mirth,* they have been 
filled with confternation for the moment,. 
and like Belftazzar, ih$ joints of their loim 
bm^e been lo&fed^ and their knees have Jmitten 
me againji another ; but no fooner has the 
corpfe of their dead friend been laid in the 
grave, and an opportunity has prefented for 
a renewal of their diffipation, than they 
have committed the fame iniquity with gree^ 
6 a: 
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dinefs, and have haftened to fill up the 
meafure of their fins. Thefe melancholy 
inflances proclaim that madnefs is in the 
hearts of the fons of men, and that the 
moft diftrading terrors will not prevail to 
divorce them from their lulls. Symptoms 
of approaching ruin attend fuch hardened 
finners. . 

If remarkable, afHidive difpenfatlons of 
providence were always fet home on the 
hearts of men — ^if repentance always fol- 
lowed, we might be more liable than we 
now are to ^ny the agency of the holy Spirit 
in creating the new heart, and to forget that 
God ha£ mercy on whom he will have 
mercy. 

Parents are under high and pecuiisor 
obligations to train up their children in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord. They 
have flrong inducements to be faithful to 
their oflfspring ; not only from the rever- 
ence which is due to the fupreme Lawgiver, 
but from the hope that if they do their duty, 
as far as may be expected ft'om imperfe£i: 
creatures, their children will be brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. They who 
know the worth of their own fouls cannot 
be unconcerned for the fouls of others, and 
^fpecially for the fouls of thofe whom they 
have been inflrumcntal in bringing into the 
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world. The birth of a child will lead the 
heart of the pious parent to folemn medita- 
tion and fervent prayer. " From me hath 
*^ defcended an immortal creature ; who 
will either partake of the everlafting joys 
of heaven, or endure the endlefs pains 
of hell. I give up my infant unto thee, 
thou Lord of ail. Out of the mouth of 
this babe may praife be perfected. May 
Chrift be formed in its heart, that it may 
be to the praife of the glory of thy grace. 
I do not aik for it the riches and hon- 
ors of the world, but I a& for it fpiritu- 
al and eternal bleilings. O Lord, caufe 
me daily to renew the dedication of my 
felf and my child to thee. Make me to feel 
how important and folemn is my trufl at 
a parent, and to walk within my houfe with 
a perfeit heart^^ 

Abraham /aid unto God^ that IJhmael 
might live before thee ! He commanded his 
children and his houfehold to keep the way 
of the Lord. JoihiKi refolved as for me and 
my houfe^ we willferve the Lord. When the 
pious patriarchs were about to leave the 
world, they called their children to the fide 
of their dying beds, and charged them to 
be obedient to the laws of Jehovah, and to 
feek his blefilng. The prayers, refolutions 
and cgunfels of the ancient worthies have 
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been inlkitatedy iti (oiM degree^ by godly 
parents in every age of the church. The 
fuccef$ of thdr labors has not been fmalh 
Proverbs xxii. 61 Train t^ a child in the 
v^hejbould ge ; and i/ukenhe is aid he wiH 
not dffartfrom k. 

The peculiar delicacy and tendernefs of 
(he female mind, give to mothers great in- 
fluence in forming the manners of their ofi^ 
fpring* To them alfo, in meft inftances, is 
committed the immediate care of their chil- 
dren, in that early period of life in which they 
are moft fufceptlble of impreffions. While 
the pious mother beholds the fmites and pret- 
ty adtions of the babe in her arms, and 
while {he watches the ftrft dawningsof reafon, 
(he cannot forget that it was born for eter- 
nity, nor ceafe to pray for its immortal wel- 
fare. As (he looks round on her little ones 
iha canv adopt the language of the apoftle,^ 
in his addrefs to the' churches of Galatia^ 
with particular application to her offspring. 
My little children^ of wbm I travail in birth 
e/gairiy uniil Cbrlfl be formed mytm* 

The counfels,' the examples, and the 
prayers, of pious mothers have been re- 
markably fucceededr Samuel was the fon of 
his mother's vows— ffie prdmifed before his 
birth to give him unto the Lord all the days 
* Galat. ivkij^ 
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of hi^ life, to be devoted to his fervice as a 
Nazarite. As fooh as he was weaned fhe car«^ 
ried him up to the houfe of Eli in Shiloh, 
where he was educated according to her vow. 
He miniftered before the Lord when a child, 
and by his wife and pioiis conduft rejoiced 
the heart of his mother, as (he brought him 
a little coat from year to year, when me came 
up with her hufband to offer the yearly fac- 
rifice. Early the Lord appeared to him in a 
vifion, and put his fidelity to the tefl in de- 
claring to Eli the deftrudion which was about 
to come upon his family, Samuel grew^ and 
the Lord was with bim, and did let none of bis 
iMrdsfall to the ground. And all Ifrael^ from 
Dan even toBeerJbeba^ knew that Samuel was 
ejiablifhed to be a prophet of the Lord. He con- 
tinued in this office from childhood to old 
age. Hejudged Ifrael all the days of his 
life with great integrity and firmnefs, and 
holds a high rank among the ancient wit- 
nefTes. Timothy, a^odly minifter, knew 
the fcriptures from a child ; for which he 
was indebted to his mother, whofe exertions 
were bleflfed for his everlafling good. He 
was the third in fucceflion, in the maternal 
line, who was numbered among the friends 
of the Redeemer. Grace is not hereditary ; 
but the prayers of godly anceflors are often 
anfwered in the beflowment of fpiritual blef- 
fings on their pofterity* Paul in writing to 
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Timothy faith, in l Epiftle i. 5. When I call 
to remembrance the unfeignedfaith that u in thce^ 
which dwelt Jirjl in thy grandmother Lois, and 
thy mother Eunice ; and lam perfuaded that in 
thee alfo* Dr. Doddridge in his improve- 
ment of this pafTage, in bis Family Expo^ 
fitor, remarks, 

" Pious women may take encoufagment 
" from the fuccefs ot Lois and Eunice on 
** Timothy, who proved fo excellent and 
•* ufeful a minifter j as perhaps fome of the 
** worthieft and moft valuable minifters the 
•* church of Chrifh has ever been able to 
** boaft of, have had reafon to blefs God for 
** thofe early impreffions which were made 
•• upon their minds by the religious inlfruc- 
** tions of perfons in the fame relations/* 

Let parents abound in fervent prayer for 
their beloved oflFspring. They will receive 
at glorious reward if their pofterity fhould 
perift. But God may caufe happy effef^g 
to follow ill the piety of their defcendants, 
long after the praying parents have been cut 
oflF from the land of the living. ^' The an- 
" fwer of prayer may come at a much 
"' greater diftance than we are apt to look 
** for it. There is a remarkable anecdote 
•* handed down to us„ rcfpe£l;ing the fam- 
" ous St, Auguiline. He was the fon of 
" an eminently pious woman, whgfe name 
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« was Monica, yet he wa« in his youth 
^< very .loofe and diforderly. One of hia 
** fellow-citizens, it is faid, feeing him 
" pafs, refleded upon him with great fe- 
^ verity, as a difgrace to fociety ; but a- 
^ nother made anfwer, that, after all he 
** thought it impoffible that the fon of fo 
^ many prayers fliould perifli. And we 
" know that in faft, he became in due 
** time one of the moft eminent chamiH« 
** ons for evsmgelicai truth. There is not 
* the leaft doubt that many prayers, and 
^ efpecially of this kind, may have their 
** anfwer and accomplifliment after the be- 
" liever that offered them had been many 
** years fleeping in the duft/^* 

Pious parents will be at the^greateft re^ 
move from attributing to any of their coun- 
fels or ju'ayers a change in the hearts of 
their children, (hould this happy event take 
place. They are deeply impreifed with the 
belief, that their labors will be in vain, if 
God does ziot pour bis. Spirit upon their feed^ 
and bit bleffing vfon their ^pring4 

The truths contained in the fcriptures 
are the ordinary means which God render* 
cth effeftual to the falvaticm of men. To 

' * Dr. WitherjQpcwn's Sennon on the Religions Educa« 
tion of Children, p. xS, 19. 
t Ifaiah xliv. 3* 
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open, apply and enforce the doflrines and 
duties revealed in the facred writings, is the 
great defign of a religious education, and 
of the gofpel miniftry. When God hath 
been about to raife a church to himfelf in 
any place, he hath fent thither one, or more, 
of his fervants to proclaim the glad tidings 
of his grace, and hath put his word into 
the hands of that people. Howjhall they be^ 
lieve in him of whom they have not heard? and 
bvw Jhall they hear without a preacher ?* If 
we long after fouls in the bowels of Jefus 
Chrift, we fiiall improve every opening in 
providence to fend preaghers of the' gofpel 
among the Heathen nations, and to bring 
them to an acquaintance with that holy 
Book which contains the words of eternal 
life. The attempts of philofophcrs to en- 
lighten the world have terminated in cover- 
ing it with greater darknefs. The way of 
falvation is revealed only in the gofpqL To 
this we are required to take heed, as unto a 
light that fhineth in a dark place. Thefcrip-^ 
iures are able to make us wife unto falvation 
through faith which is in Chriji Jefus* I-.et us 
attend untothe words of the apoftlein i Cor. 
!• 21. For (fter that^ in the wifdom of God^ 
the world by wifdom knew not Gody it pleafed 
God by thefoolijbne/s of preaching tofan>e them 
that believe. The grand fubjeft of that 
* Rom. X. Z4. 
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pT^aching which the i^e men of the world 
have called footijhnefs^ is jfefus Chrift and 
bim crucified. The doctrine of the crucified 
Saviour, confidered in its various connex^ 
ions and relations, includes all the truths 
necefiary to be known to obtain eternal lifew 
The gofpel is cordially embraced by all who 
are faved. Rom. i. i6. For I am not ajbam^ 
^d of the gofpel of Chrift: for it is the power 
of God untofalvation to every one that believ^ 
ith ; to the Jewjirfty andal/i to the Greek. 

Plain, evangelical preaching, is. better 
adapted to convince and awaken the minds 
of iinners than any other means. But, pi- 
ous, inftruftive, and fervent as the preacher 
may be, he will labor with his hearers in 
vain if God do not take hold of their hearts 
by his fpirit. The apoftle Paul was the 
moft fuccefsful inftroment in the propaga- 
tion of the gofpel that has been raifed up, 
in any age, or <;ountry. He was inftru- 
mental in gathering many fouls into the 
Redeemer's kingdom. No one has been 
more ready than he was, to attribute all the 
Xuccefs of his labors to divine influence ; 
I Cor. iii. 6, 7. / have planted^ Apollos wa* 
tered ; but God gave the incteafe. So then^ 
neither is he thai planteth any things neither be 
that wateretb; hut God that giveth the in* 
H 
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ereafi. Tte moft able, godly, and fuccefs- 
fbl mtiiii^ers in every period of the church, 
have been the moft s^undant in making the 
fame declaration with the apoftle* They 
have watched, and they have prayed, that 
they might not aferibe tothdir gifts, to their 
diligence, or to their zieal, the glory which 
is due only to God. Be will not fuffer his 
Ikighly favored iervants to be exalted above 
meafure ; and hence, to check the afpirings' 
of pride, and to keep them at the foot-ftool, 
be hath often made them endure fbme very 
humbling flroke of his rod 

I HOPE that there are perfons pi*effent whd 
have felt a divine energy accompanying a 
preached gofpeL Your hearts in their tru* 
deformity have been laid open to you in the 
Kght of divine truth. You are convinced 
that you need not look into the condufk of 
thofe who are around you to find wicked- 
nefs J you behold it in yourfelves written 
with a pen of iron^ and with the paint rf a (H* 
amondj and graven upon the tabk if your heart. 
You have been made to feel that the fen- 
tence denounced againft the wicked is point* 
ed againft you^ and that Chrift alone can 
deliver you from the curfe of the law. 
When Chrift revealed himfelf to the wo- 
man of Samaria at Jacob's well, (he went 
into the city and faid to the inhabitants^ 
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Come, jte^a mm wbicb told me all things that 
ever I did: is mt this the Chrift? What ua- 
fpeakable beauty and glory do you bebol4 
in the way of falvation revealed in the gpf« 
pel ? With what commanding yet i^leafing 
majefty doth die word of God aj^ear, when 
it becometh the favour of life wito Itfe f 

There are feveral paflagerof Icriptuce 
in which mea BxeMd to he begotten with4be 
word of trtab, or icm agai% by the word^ 
Cod. Tbe meuiing of thefe cannot be thstt 
the lieart which \& totally depraved can be 
influmced to love a holy God, merely by 
holding lap befoi« it the light which dSiinetU 
in his word. If ohjeQive light were fuf&* 
GieBt to produce an efiential change of char« 
aOer, ther« could be no room for the a« 
gency of the Holy Ghoft in the work of 
y^generation. The word doth not become 
the power of God unto falvatbn^ only when 
it is made efie^ual by his fpirit. The word 
is improved in the pr^ai^tory work, both 
to awaken and inllrud the mind* It is 
GoAd^s ufual way when he bringeth an adult 
.perfon into his kingdom, to make ufe of the 
truths revealed in the fcriptures, to give 
light to tbe underftanding, and convi^on 
to die confcience, before he chai^geth the 
heart But we have no authority to affirm 
tbat the f 6novation^ of the heart is the eff€& 
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of the fprmer light and convifHon; becanfe 
many are the fubjeds of thefe who are never 
born of God. 

Mbn are begotten with the word of truth, 
as it is in view of objefts held up in the fcrip- 
tures, that holy exercifes take place in their 
minds. The exercifes of the renewed heart 
are direfted towards the God, the law, the 
Saviour, and the Heaven revealed in the 
Bible. The facred volume is full of mo- 
tives to holinefs. Thefe are felt by the re- 
generate, and by thefe are they governed in 
their pious walk. They who are born again 
Bdopt the language of David, in Pfalm xix, 
The law of the Lord is perfeil^ converting the 
fold : the tejiimony of the Lord is fure^ making 
wife theftmpk. The fiatutes cf the Lord are 
right y rejoicing the heart : the commandment of 
the Lord is pure^ enlightening the eyes : The 
fear of the Lord is clean^ enduring forever : 
the judgments of the Lord are trite and righteous 
altogether. More to he defired are they than 
goldy yea than much fine gold; Jweeter alfo 
than honey ^ and the honey^comb. Moreover by 
them is thy fervant warned : and in keeping 
of them there is great reward. The word of 
truth will not appear to any one of our 
apoftat-e race in fuch light and beauty, nor 
be received with fuch love and delight, if 
God do not by his fpirit iirll breathe on hi|^ 
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hearts When Paid ptcacbed at Philippi,. 
^be Lmd opemdihe ixari of Eydia^ thai Jhi 
attended unto the things which nvere fpokm cf 
4be 0p^. Had ihe net been thus influen- 
«ed ihy the Holy Ghoft, ihe w&uld have re<- 
Anained in impenitence and unbelief like 
-many othexs in the exty where (he refided.r 
The heai^s s£ all who are iv^A are firft: 
opened by the f^rit of <3rod, to incline theifi 
to seoeive the ti^uths cmitained in the writ- 
ten word.— -I proceed to obferve, 

isdly. That jthe fpecial agency of the 
Holy -Gboft in the new birthy appears frotft' 
^e^mli<tr.caUw)\idLik%,^^vitvi to the Tegen- 
•ecate. 

The works of nature and providence ren-^ 

der mankind inexcufable in their atheifm and 

wickcdnefs. The heavens declare the glory of 

God ; and the jirmammt Jheweth his bandy 

iWork^ The invifible things of him from the ere*- 

atiM of the world are clearly Jeen^ being under^^ 

Jiood.by the things that are niade^ even his eter^ 

nalpower and Godheads Thofe. who live un-^ 

der the light of divine revelation have a 

much higher call to love and ferv.e God. 

To. them he hath' clearly jmade known hir 

charafter and will. Befote them ax:e fet life: 

and death, in a plain and ft riking manner, > 

in? the word jcif, truth. Whatever .imprd^ 

• H z 



»% The Agency cf the Holy Dis. j. 

(ions are made on the confciences of thofis 
who die in their fins, by the Holy Ghoft,he 
never takes hold of their hearts. There is 
a call of the fpirit of God which is effeftu- 
al in every inftance^ and is of a different na^ 
ture horn any one which is given to them 
thar perifh. This is a doftrine plainly re- 
vealed in the fcriptures. In fupport of it 
a number of paflages will be produced ; to 
to which let us give our careRil and feriout 
attention. 

T»E firft paiTage I fhall introduce is re- 
corded in Rom. viii. 28, 29, 30, And we 
know thai ali things work together for good to 
them that l^ve God^ to them who are the cai^ 
LED according to his purpofe. For whom he did 
foreknow he alfo didpredejlinate to be conformed 
to the image <f his Son^ that he might be thefirft'^ 
horn among many brethren. Moreover^ whom 
be did preaejiinatt^ them he alfo called ; and 
whom he called^ them he alfo jti^i/led ; and 
whom hejufli/ied^ them be alfo glorijfied. It is 
manifed from the words of the apoftle in 
this place that the ra//?(/ are the fame with 
thofe who love God^ the fame with thofe who 
ZTcJuJli/ledy and the fame with thofe who 
will he glorified r Their calling muft therefore 
be peculiar to themfelves. If we do not 
grant this, we mull admit that fome unre- 
generate men love Cod^ are juAified^ axxd 
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may, with their prefent charader, be glori- 
fied ; all which fuppoiitions are falfe and an« 
tifcripturaU i Cor. i. 26. For ye fee ymtr 
CAtLiNG^ brethren^ bow tbat not many wife 
men after the fl(Jhy not many mighty j not marvy 
noble are called. The apoflle cannot mean 
that the wife men after the flefh, the mighty, 
and the noble, are not called by the preach- 
ing of the word. He preached to men of 
this defcription when he flood on Mars' hill 
in Athens, and he preached to them in other 
places. They are externally called by the 
works and the word of God as truly as men 
of the lower ranks in life, and as the faved« 
He muft therefore mean by the ealling in this 
text, that peculiar inward call which is given 
to tbofe who are brought into the kingdom 
of God. Ephes. iii. 7. Whereef I was made 
a minijier^ according to the gift of the grace of 
Godffven unto me by the effiSual working of bis 
power. This effedual working of divine 
power which made Paul a Cbriftian and a 
miniiler, was fomething wholly different from 
any thing that he was the fubjefl of when 
he fat at iheteet of Gamaliel, when he was 
rejoicing in the dying groans of Stephen^ 
or in the beginning of his journey to Da- 
mafcus, when he breathed out threatnings 
and flaughter againft the difciples of the 
Lord. The energy of God's power men- 
tioned in th^ words juH cit^d, was that i^6- 
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iiial operatba.of'&c Holy Spicrk which chftii<> 
ged lusiieart^ and :made JbimiaTeal and a 
sealoiis friend to Jefus of Kazareth« Epdu 
iv. .4; There is mte bedy^ <md xmt fpkit^ leven 
us yearexALJj£Dmo:at\ \xafQxyiyQ\xr coszjLiifo^ 
Believers are the perfons hece ^ddtsefl^. 
There is a calling eommon to them all--*thcy 
have the fame hope of heaven. Theieiis 
nothing in this tesct vvhich. countenances the 
id^ that the calling of unbelievefsisof the 
famegeneml nature with that: which .believ«-. 
crs have ; but the calling is confideredas 
peculiar to the latter^ a Timothy vi. 12. 
Fight the good Jight effcaih^ lay hold mi eternal 
life^ ^her^tmto \thm Txrt alfo qajuleh. The 
ical/ingof Timothy implies the fame with his 
being madean^eir of -glory* 

After the remarks which havebeen made 
on the texts quoted in fupport of thepecu- 
Jiar call given to the regenerate, it will be 
unneceffary to comment on the following. 
2 Timothy i. 9. Who hath faved us^ and CjiZ' 
ZED us with an' HOLY calling^ not according 
io our works ^ but according ta his own purf>^' 
and,gracey u hich was given its in Vhriji Jefus 
h fire f he zcorld began. Heb. iy. i- — Holy 
'brethren^:partakers oflhenEArENLY calling.- 
Jude 1. — To them that are fandijied by God the 
Tat her ^ and prefer ved in "Jefm Chrijf^ and 
€43Ut£j>k Rev. xvii* jfj^ Tbefejhall mak(^ 
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war with the Lamby and the Lamb Jhall wer^ 
came them : for be is Lord of lords ^ and King 
of kings ,; and they that are with him are cal» 
^dj andchofeny and faithful. 

The foregoing and fimilar fcripture paf- 
fages prove, that the regenerate are the fub- 
jefts of a call from God of which the un* 
regenerate are not partakers. In the new 
birth a call is given by the fpirit of God, 
which is different in kind from any which is 
given to thofe who die in their fins. This 
peculiar call is what Calviniftic divines have 
ftiled Effectual Calling. It muft follow from 
the doftrine of total depravity that in regen- 
eration a will is given by the fpirit of God, 
to which the former will of the fubjed of 
this change was wholly oppofed. 

Are there any prefent who have paffed 
from death unto life, and can deafly trace 
the exercifes of their own minds which pre- 
ceded this change, to you I appeal in partic- 
ular, in fupport of the doftrine of fove- 
reign efficacious grace difplayed in regene- 
ration. Did you not when firft alarmed 
with terrible apprehenfions of future mife- 
ry, ftrive to banifli thofe fears, by running 
into vain company, by bufinefs, or in fome 
other way ? Did you tiot exert yourfelves 
to quiet your confciences by doings which 
fall efiemialiy fhort of reconciliation to God ? 
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Did you not contmd mith him becauie be 
would not give you, peace ihort of uacoadft* 
tional fubnuiSdn to bis ^U ? Did you not 
complain of him iot condemning you for 
fin, an4 for requiring of you a holy heart ? 
Did you not within youtfelves cavil at the 
doftrines df grace, and call God a hard 
mafter ? What wicked excufes did you frame 
to juftify your obftinacy in refufing to torn 
unto him ? Whsft horrid thou^ts of ihe 
glorious majefty of heaven and earth did 
yon indulge ? You know-^you feefl, thaft if 
Godhadnotftopped yon in your dreadful 
career, and filenced yo«r dbjeftions by hiz 
fpirit, you would havcTemainedliis eneniies, 
sfitid have goneontofir yourfelves for everlsflt- 
ifig deftrodion. Yon cannot attribute th^ 
change of your hearts to any df your exer- 
tiom, b^t yDu afcribe^it to Ifim w^o is rich 
in mer<:f • TheiGod of all igSMce hath called 
you unto his eternal .glory 'by Chrift Jefus : 
'^Go Him be glory fmddomiiaon&r e«ver 
aad threr. Amen. 
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Nor by ^fporh of rigbteou/hefs which we bam 
doney but aaording to bis mrcyi he favid w^ 
by the wqfbing of regemration^ and rmiew^ 
ingof the Edy Ghofi. 

"OLESSED be God, that* amidft the 
)|j t abouncUjQg wickednefs of mankind, a 
church hath been prefetved in the world, 
and will be continued on the earth to th« 
end of time. Jefus Chrift hath received 
power over all flefh, that he fhould give 
^ eternal life to as many as the Father hath 
given him. Thefe are fanStified and made 
monuments of divine mercy. 

In the lafl: difcourfe it was ihown that the 
Holy Ghoft hath a fpecial agency in regen* 
effttion, from the ways in which he operateth 
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0n the minds of tbe faved, and from the 
peculiar call which is given to the regene- 
rate. I proceed to obferve, 

3dly. That the Holy Ghoft is given to 
the regenerate in a peculiar fenfe. This ap- 
pears from what was obferved under the laft 
head, but mil be more fully confidered in 
this place, together with the abiding influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghoft in the hearts of 
thofe who are born again. 

The Holy Ghoft fpeaketh to all men in 
the fcriptures ; but many who are acquaint- 
ed with thefe writings difobey his voice, or 
refift Mm, In this fenfe are we to under- 
ftand the words of Stephen, addrefied to 
his murderers, in Ads vii. 51. Te Jliff-neck^ 
«/, and undrcumcifed in heart and ears^ ye do 
always refift the Holy Ghq/i : as your fathers 
did, fo do ye. The fpirit of God may im* 
prefs truth on the cor^ciences of the wicked, 
as he doth in a time of awakening ; but 
their hearts are not touched by this kind of 
impreifion, and they are as really the ene- 
mies of holinefs as they were when they 
were ftupid and thoughtlefs, and as blind ta 
its beauty. When Chrift promifed to his 
difciples, in John xiv< 16, that be would 
pray the Father, and that the Father would 
give them another Comforter, he added, in 
the following verfe. Even the Sfirittf truth / 
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whom the world cannot receive^ becaufe itfeetb 
him noty neither knoweth him. That the uni 
regenerate are involved in moratl blindnefs 
is alfo manifeft from i Cor. ii. 14* But the. 
natural man receiveth not the things of thejpirit 
of God ; for they are foolijhnefs %mU Urn : nei^ 
ther can he know them, becaufe they are fpir^ 
itually difcemed. Jude, fpeaking of men 
vrho walk after their ungodly lufls, faith,^ 
in the 19th verfe of his epiftle, Thefe ara 
they who feparate ihemfelves^ fenftml^ having 
not the fpirit. If the unregenerate do not 
receive the fpirit of truth, if the things of 
the fpirit are fooliflinefs unto them, and if 
they have not the fpirit as a Saiiftifier, they 
are not the fubjefts of that kind of influence 
from him which renews the heart. 

Christ faith to his difciples, in the fore- 
cited John xiv* 17. after declaring that the 
world knoweth not the Spirit of truth— 
But ye know him ; for he dwelleih with yoUj 
andfhall be in you. That the Holy Ghoft 
dwelleth in the hearts of believers is evi- 
dent from many texts recorded in the infpir- 
ed writings, i Cor. iii. 16. Kncnv ye ndl 
that ye are the temple (f Godj and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth in you ? 2 Cor. vi. i& 
Jlnd what agreement hath the temple of God 
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viib iMs f fir ye^are thejtempJe rf ibe Iking 
God; as God hath fcdd^ I will dwell in them^ 
mid walk in them ; and I mil be fbeir Gud^ 
emd ehey JbaU be my people. True holinefs, 
or love, 18 communicated to the hearts of 
believers by the Holy Ghoft^ ^irhereby 9 
ibuadnion is laid for them to enjoy com-^ 
SRunion with the Father and with his Sim 
]e(iH Chrift. The Holy Ghofl dwelleth in 
the h^rts of believers by bis fandifying and 
quickening influences, keepeth aUve the 
holy temper begun in them, and traineth 
tiiem up for the heavenly ftate. To them 
the apoftle fsdth in£ph. i* 13, 14. hinfohofa 
(i. €* in Chrift,) ye ulfo irt^d^ ^er thai ye 
heard the word of trtUh^ the go/pel of yourfd^ 
n^ation / in wbom alfo^ a^er that ye Mievedy 
je were feakd with tkat holy J^irit of pronufe^ 
H^bich is the eam^fi of our inheritance,^ until the 
redemption of the purchafed pffefftouy unto the 
praife of his glory. Np unregenerate niaii 
ever was the fubje£l of that kindoi ipfiuence 
from the holy fpirit, which is the earnefi of 
the heavenly inheritance, as aii s^re who are 
l)orn again* 

From what has been faid we may deter- 
mine that the Holy Ghofl: is given to tfae 
regenerate in a peculiar fenfe. To fpeakin 
the words of the UxtPre/identJ^dmrds^ in 
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his excellent Treatife on ReBgious Afiec» 
tions, " Thus not only the manner of tht 
** relation of the Spirit, who is the Operas 
*' for, to the fubjeft of his operations^ i| 
*^ different ; as the Spirit operates in the 
" faints, as dwelling in them, as an abicU 
*^ ing principle of a^on, whereas he doth 
f^ not fo operate qpoii finners ; but the iH* 
^^ fiuence and operation itfel/ is differeatf 
** and the effed wrought exceeding difercilt* 
<^ So that not only the |>eribns are odled 
•* fpiritual^ as having the Spirit of God 
" dwelling in thcitt } but thefe quaiiiiGa- 
^ tions, 2^e£tions and experienees that are 
*^ wrought in them by the Spirit are alfo 
^^ fpiritimly and therein differ vaftlyinthdf 
^^ nature and kind from all that a natural 
'^ man is or can be the fubjeS: of, while be 
^^ remains in a natural ftate ; and alfo from 
^< all that men or devils can be the authors 
" of: 'Tis a fpiritual work in this high 
" fenfe ; and therefore above all other 
** works is peculiar to the Spirit of God/** 

To argue from the fufficiency of the a- 
tonement made by Jefus Chrift for the fal- 
vation of all men, that a portion of the in- 
fluences of the Holy Ghoft is put into the 
. hearts of all men^ is an erroneous way of 

* Edit* ad, p.' 137) xiSr 
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reafoning. By the atonement a foundation 
is laid for the falvation of finners, and in 
confequence of this they are placed in a 
ftate of trial ; but this does not imply that 
they have any influences of the fpirit operat- 
ing on their heart, or temper of mind. We 
cannot find any where in the fcriptures that 
the holy fpirit dwelleth intheheartsof any ex- 
cept the regenerate. He is given to them in 
a peculiar fenfe, as has been proved. The a- 
tonement is a work without us, and by it is 
opened a door for our return to God. But 
we cannot infer from this that the heart or 
temper within us is altered. Impenitent 
fmners are as really the enemies of God, as 
if no atonement had been made. Not one 
of them will ever return to God if his heart 
be not changed by the holy fpirit. God 
lays reftraints on the external conduft of 
the wicked in their ftate of probation : If 
he did not, we do not fee how the church 
could have been preferved on the earth with- 
out a conftant feries of miracles ; But the 
reftraints under which they are laid does not 
refpecl the temper of their hearts. The 
impenitent remain oppofed to God, and are 
more criminal in their rebellion than if 
Chrift had never appeared: John xv» 22. 
If I had not come and fpoken unto them they 
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for their fin. 

The words in John h 9V applied to 
Chiift, That was the true li^ht^ which light* 
eth every man that oAneth into the worlds have 
been brought to prove, that in confequence 
o£ the atonement made by him^ a portion 
0f the influences of the Holy Spirit hath 
been put intothe heart of every individual 
of the human race* In reply it may he 
obferved, 

ill. That if the Holy Spirit dwell in the 
hearts of all men^ then ail men are the fub- 
jie£ts of truehoUnefs in fome degree.. But 
according to the feriptures all men are by 
nature dead in trefpafies and fins, and therq 
i« not one of them while in unregeneracy 
that doeth good. The fpirit of God may 
•awaken the confciences of finriers, as he doth 
in the preparatory work, but this is a very 
different thing from taking hold of their 
hearts. When he dwelleth in the hearts of 
any, their temper,^ or difpofition of mind, 
accords with his holy nature in fome degree f 
and therefore if he dwell in the hearts of 
all men, it muft follow of courfe that all 
men are the fubje^s of true holinefe. That 
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this is not the true charader of mai^nd 
has already been proved. 

2dly. It appears from the two verfes next 
following the text under confiderationy that 
Chrift doth not dwell in the hearts of all 
men by his fpirit, in the fame general fenfe ; 
He was in the worlds and the world was made 
by him ; and the world knew him not. He 
came unto his own^ and his own received him 
not. By the world is here meant the Gentile 
^orld, and by his owny the jfewsj who 
were Chrill*s kindred according to the flelh, 
and were his by profeflion. When he came 
into the world the generality of mankind 
rejected him, and have manifefted the fame 
temper from that day to the prefent. This 
enmity to the Son of God is whoHy unac- 
countable if there be even a fmall fpark of 
holinefs implanted in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghoft. 

3dly. When Chrift is faid to lighten ev- 
ery man that cometh into the world, the 
meaning is, that 6hrift is the great lumina- 
ry that holdeth up moral light before all 
men. He is the Word^ or the manifefter of 
the Deity to intelligent creatures. The 
whole creation is his immediate work, and 
he upholdeth all things by the word of his 
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power. In thefe refpcfts he holdeth up light 
before all mankind. * In addition to thefe 
means of knowledge, he hath given to fome 
the written word or the holy fcriptures. 
Thofe who are faved, are divinely illumina- 
ted by his fpirit. Thus all the light in the 
moral creation proceedeth from Chrift as 
the immediate fountain. The text thus ex- 
• plained affords no countenance to the opin- 
ion that all men have a portion of the Holy 
Spirit put into their hearts. 

Those who contend that the Holy Spirit 
is given to all men in the fame general fenfe, 
muft hold, as many of them openly do, 
that the faved make themfelve& to differ from 
them that perifb ; and that, for inftance, 
God did not impart any other or difiFerent 
influences of his fpirit to Saul of Tarfus in 
the moment of his converfion, than he had 
imparted to Judas Ifcariot. However abun- 
dant the advocates of this opinion maybe in 
the ufe of the phrafes Go/pel grace ^ free gr ace ^ 
&c. and whatever profeffions they may 
make of afcribing the whole of man's fal- 
vation to the mercy of God, their fcheme 
of doftrine direftly tends to encourage a 
proud and felf-righteous fpirit. 

The text in i Cor. xii. 7. Buithemanu 
feftation of the fpirit is given to every m$n topro^ 
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fit wiibaly has been adduced in fupportof 
the opinion that the fpirit of God is given^ 
to all men in the fame general fenfe; 

To determine the meaning of this paffage, 
let us confult the context, begining at the 
4th verie, Now^ there are diverjities of gi/ify 
but the £ame fpirit. And there^ are differences of 
adndniflratiom^ but the fame Lord. And there 
are diverjities &f operations^ but it is the fame 
God which worketh all in alL But the mani* 
ftfiation of the fpirit is given to every man topro^ 
fit withal. For to one is given by the fpirit the 
word of wifdom ; to another the word ofknowU 
edge by the fame fpirit ; to another faith by the 
fame fpirit ; to' another the gift of healing by 
the fame fpirit ; to another the working of ndra' 
cles ; to another phrophecy ; to another difcem^ 
ing of fpirits ; to another diverfe kinds of tongues ; 
to another thi interpretatioH of tongues : But 
all thefe worketh that one and the fef fame fpir- 
ifL, dividing ta every man fever ally as he will. 
It is plain that the apoitie is here d^courf-- 
mg about ih^gifts and not the graces of the 
fpirit. Thefe have no neceffary connexion^ 
as has been, before' obfervcd; The fpirit of 
Crodcame upon Balaam^ and upon King 
Saul, and they both propheiied ; but nei^* 
tfaer of them had any true religion.-* Whea 
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the apoftle faith that the manifefiation of the 
fpirit is given to every man to profit withal^ his 
meaning is, that whatever miraculous or 
other gifts, have been imparted to any mem* 
ber of the Chriftian church, ought to be 
improved for the profit or edification of the 
whole body. The faith which is mentioned 
in the context is of the extraordinary kind, 
or of a kind which is not common to believ- 
ers i as it is enumerated among the other 
gifts, and reprefented as not being pofleifed 
by all to whom the. fpirit is given. Since, 
therefore the apoftle here confines his di£> 
courfe to the gifts of the Holy Ghoft, no 
argument can be drawn from the 7th verfe 
in fupport of the opinion that the fpirit of 
God dwelleth in the hearts of all men. 

In a review of the agency of the Holy 
Ghoft in regeneration, we may learn, 

I. Man's obftinacy in wickednefs. With 
the works of nature and providence, and 
with the book of gr JR:e before him, he con- 
tinues in his rebellion againft the Moft 
High. He refufes to perform the reafona^ 
ble fervice required of him by the great 
Lord of all ; and feeks to find excufes to 
quiet his confcience in fm, and to juftify 
himfelf in his difobedience. He is con« 
ftantly turning away his ear from hearing 
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the law ; he hateth knowledge and doth not 
choofe the fear of the Lord. What coun- 
fels and invitations do the ungodly rejeft ? 
Doth not wlfdom cry ? and underjiqnding put 
firth her voice ? Shejlandeth in the top ef high 
places^ by the way in the places of the path^ 
She crieth at thegatn^ at the entry of the city^ 
eA the coning in at the doors : Unto youy O 
fnenj I call ; and my voice is to the funs of men* 
Oyejimpk^ underjtand wifdom ; andyefools^ 
be ye of an under/landing hmrt.*" Jehovah 
%2^e to his ancient people ifrael by the 
mouth of the prophet Ifaiah, Ceme now^ 
and let usr reafon together^ faith the Lord: 
Though your Jim be asfcarlet^ theyjhall be an 
white asfntnv ; though they be red like crimfon^ 
they Jhall be at wooL\ Hoy every one that 
Unrjktb^ come ye to thezvaters ^ and he. that 
bath no vumey^ come ye^ buy and eat ; yeai^ 
come^ buy wine and milk without money and 
without price* Wherefore do ye ff end money for 
that which is not breads and your labor for that 
which fatisjieth not ? darken diligently unt& 
me ; and eat ye that which is good^ and let 
your foul delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your 
ear and come unto me : hear and your foul fhaU 
Rve ; and I will make em everlqfting covenant 
with you^ even the fure nwrcies rf David*X 
* Prov. viii. 1—5, f Ifaiah i. 18. 



With what tendernefs and warmth of af« 
ie£lion did Jefus Chrift addrefs a large au- 
dience at Jer^lem^ in the days of his 
public ininiftry ? John vii. 37. In the lafi 
^9 that great day ^ ibe feafty Jifusftmd 
gndcried^ fojingy ^ any man tik^j let him 
e§m unto me and drink. The body of tha 
lewiih sa^on remained in unbelief in the 
«udft of all the light difplayed by the holy 
example, the commanding difcourfes, and 
theftupendoue miracles of the Son of God. 
The fame corrupt charafler has been ex-^ 
Kibited by mankind in every age fince fia 
entered into the world. They know that 
they mufl die, and they daily fee their feU 
low creatures dropping into the grave, but 
diey continue to place their affedions on 
the world as their fupreme good, and to 
condufkasif the prefentftate of exijftence 
were their final one. They ate not difpofed 
to break off from their fins and fo fecure 
an intereft in the divine favor, by- hesamg 
ef thefokmnities of the eternal world and 
the judgmeot^day, al proclaimed by infi- 
site truth. No arguments, no warningSf 
BO periuafions, no entreaties, addreffed to 
men by the providence and word of God^ 
have ever been fufficient, of themfelves, to 
prevail with an individual to xqpenit of his 
fins. Nothing fhort of th« fpecial inipu* 
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ences of the Holy Ghoft hath, in a fingle 
inftance, been efFedual to fubdue the heart 
of man, and to reconcile him to God.— i 
The fcripture doftrine of regeneration 
holds up human depravity in a glaring 
light. Were man's oppofition to holinefe 
to be overcome Tvithout the renewing influ«> 
ences of the Spirit of God, he would not 
be chargeable with his prefent madnefs and 
folly, nor would his condud be fo aftonifh- 
ing. TJlfe heart of thefons of men is fully fet 
in them to do evil ; and will not be inclined 
to any thing elfe under the greateft external 
light, if God do not change it by his Spirit. 
If there were but one fuch obftinate perfon 
to be found on the earth, how would all the 
reft of mankind cry out againft him as a 
monfter of wickednefs ! Is this charadler 
the lefs abominable, becaufe it is the char- 
after of countlefs millions ? When the 
eyes of the finner are opened he is filled 
with aftoniftiment at himfelf— " What h^ve 
^^ I done !— How have I fpent my life i— 
" What counfels, warnings and invitations 
" have I withftood ! — ^How juftly do I de- 
" ferve all the punifliment with which fin- 
^* ners are threatened in the Bible ! — God's 
** juftice would ftiine brightly in my det 
" truftion ! — ^If he leave me to myfelf, I 
1* am undone forever !'* 
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\ 2. We may infer that thofe are highly 
criminal who treat with contempt the agen- 
cy of the Holy Spirit in preparing men for 
Heaven. Such perfons deny a dodrine 
which is plainly taught in the fcriptures ; 
and by fure confequence flatter themfelves 
and others with the belief of pofleifing de- 
fires and purpofes to which they are ftran- 
gers. 

Men may walk, may till the ground, and 
. may do any of the common adtions of life, 
without any other influence of the Deity 
than that which pervades the univerfe, and 
upholds all creatures in, exigence. By the 
fame influence they may read the Bible, 
learn its dodrines, and attend public wor- 
fliipr Their moral agency is not infringed 
by their perfeft dependanceon God. The 
worft of men know when they refleft oa 
the operations of their own minds that they 
a£b freely ; and that though they dread 
puniflimenti they love fin, and are therefore 
without excufe in their wickednefs. They 
are with as much propriety commanded to 
ferve the Lord, as if they were inclined to 
obey ; but they will not ferve him unlefs 
their hearts are renewed by the Holy Spirit.. 
If he do not form their hearts to holinefs 
K . ' 
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they will di^ in their fins. Perfons who 
4eny any fuch operation have no right 
Icnowledge of God, or of themfelves ; and 
are in imminent danger of being given up 
<o believe a He, and to endlefs deftru£tion. 

. TuE&E is a fm againft the Holy Ghoft 
which is never forgiven. Matth. xii. 3 1, 33. 
Wherefore I fay unto ym^ All manner of Jin 
0nd blafphemy jhall he forgiven unto men : but 
the blafphemy agamjl the Holy Ghoji Jhall not 
be forgiven unto men. And whofoever Jpeak* 
eth a word again/l the Son of man^ it Jhall be 
forgiven him : but whofoever fpeaketh againji 
the Holy Ghq/i^ it Jhall not be forgiven him^ 
neither in this worldy neither in the world to 
come. When we confidcr the miraculous 
atteftations given by the Holy Ghoft to the 
Cbriftian religion in its infancy, and the 
Aeceffity of his renewing influences to main- 
tain a church on the earthy we may deter- 
mine that the fin againft the Holy Ghoft is 
a crime of high magnitude. It is not my 
defign to attempt to give a predfe definition 
of mis fin ; but it is obvious that it is not 
committed in fecret. The perfon who is 
guilty of it, Jheaketh againft the Holy Ghoft^ 
tfr openly blafpoenutb* 

My aim in remarking on the public na- 
ture of the unpardonable fin> is, to caution 



perfons in diftreft of mind abotu their future 
ftate againft defpairing of mercy, when 
they have not committed /i&^^ which is tmt$ 
death. Any (in howeva* fnu^, is damning 
if not repented of ; but no one ought to 
conjider himfelf as certainly given up to ru« 
ifl, on account of fectet tranfgreffions, or 
on account of any a^ of i^rickednefs tvhich 
does not involve open inveterate blafphemy 
againft the fpirit of God, after having made 
the fiureft profeffion of friendfhip to Chrift 
which can be made by an enemy, and after 
hiving been a fubjea of the greateft light 
which is found in an unregenerate man. 
Let all at the fame time remember, that Jf 
they fcoflf at the power of godlinefs, and tc- 
maiA hardened after the work of God in 
the converfion of finners, has been c^irried 
on before their eyes, their ftate is highly 
alarming. It ha$ been obferved when 
the fpirit of God cometh into a congreea* 
tion to an unufual degree, that thofe who 
continue impenitent, often become in the 
clofe of fuch feafons more vicious than be* 
fore ; or elfe they embrace fome fcheme of 
fentiment which encourages them with the 
hope of future happinefs without an efTeOr* 
tial change of chara&er. 

5. The agency of the Hply Ghoft in r^^ 
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generation aflFords great encouragement to 
pious miniftcrs, godly parents, and other 
Chriftians, to be faithful and unwearied in 
€ounfelliag and warning the wicked* 

If the fervants of God do not fucceed in 
their attempts to lead iinners to repentance, 
they will be obedient inftruments of God's 
declarative glory, will advance the happi* 
nefs of his holy kingdom, and will be gra« 
cioufly rewarded for their labors of love. 
But they may not give up the hope of fuc- 
cefs oa account of the prefent obilinacy of 
thofe whom they are endeavoring to reclaim- 
The inftrndion and warning which are now 
without any good effect, may be rendered 
effectual in fome future period. The God 
who commandeth his fervants to fpeak, is 
able to give a hearing ear and an under- 
{landing heart to any of the children of 
men. 

' What a wonderful alterafion is fome- 
tlmes fe6n, within a fhort tin^e, in families, 
in neighborhoods, and in large communi- 
ties ! The (lupid are awakened, feel their 
danger, and with deep folicitude make the 
inquiry. What muji ijue do to be faved ? They 
fly to Chriil as a cloud, and as the doves to 
their windows. They now recal the fer- 
mons and the private counfels^ which they 



fully ackoowledgii the Almighty power that 
hfik blefled tbefe tn«ns» and bafh inclined 
them iKilo cmce turned a deaf ear, to bdf 
come obexiient Uy the wtfdom of the juft# 
Nov they fiay the tribute of gratitude to 
tfaofe who Tcftramed them by their admoni^ 
tioiis^ zwi 9iWed them by their exaptoptei 
t/ii\^ they were s^enated &om the life 6f 
God. Bui tliey wHl not forbeaf to confefii 
thartiiey had forevea* remained blind^ and 
teid deftroyed tb«(ifekes, if infinite mer^ 
ey had not in^erpofed for their falVationy 
Howerer erangelical/ enKghtemng and pun# 
gent the preaching had beem under vhieh 
they had livedo and however faithful and 
ssieakms^Chriftian frieiids had b^n in th^ 
cndekvors to wi© them to Ghrift, reclaimed 
iinners know that GoD^and he only wrought 
the 4shange which hath guided theit feet lAto 
the way of peacCir His condud appeal^ to 
(hem very marvellous in bleiSng the exer« 
tions of feeble mortals^ for the everlafting 
good of their fouli. . , 

CjiRisi'f Al^s of every rax^ and (lation in 
life, fo far as they are fasiftified^ keep their 
place at the footftod of the Tupreme Kingy 
ipeak the words Which he hath ccnnmanded^ 
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perform the duties which he hath enjomed, 
and are willing to leave the effefts of th^ 
labors with Him whofe counfel {hall ftand, 
and who will do all his pleaftire. The ma* 
jeftj of Heaven and earth is highly provo^ 
ked, when creatures are difiatisfied with the 
humble ftation afiigaed them, when they 
prophefy out of their own hearts, when 
they retufe implicit obedience to his will, 
and when they prefume to didate to him 
how to dired their exertions. Let the min- 
ifters of the word jfbc their eyes on the a* 
poftolic model, and place their dependance 
on the fame grace which wrought fuch won- 
ders m the infancy of the Chriftian church. 
2 Cor. X. 3, 4, 5. For though we walk in the 
flejby we do mi war after the Jlejh : (For the 
weapons of our warfare afe not carnal^ but 
mighty through God to the pulling down ofjirong 
holds ;J C^ing down imaginations^ and every 
high thing that exoHeth it/elf again/l theknowl* 
edge of Gody and bringing into captivity every 
thought to the obedience of Chriji. 

The laborers in the vineyard are encour- 
aged to continue warning and teachkig ev- 
ery man in all wifdom, and are cautioned 
againft defpairing of fuccefs& ^Fbe kingfkm 
if God is as if a man Jhigidd cqft feed into the 
grounds andjhould Jkepmd rife night and day^ 
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mki the feed flxmld fpring and grow up he 
knowetb not how. The word may take root, 
by the influences of the Holy Spirit, in a 
time unthought of by the preacher, and 
unpromifing as appearances had been, he 
may reap the fruit of his labors with joy. 
Let this be remembered by all the faithful, 
efpecially in times of coldnefs and degene- 
racy, in the morning let them fow their 
feed, and in the evening withhold not their 
hand. While they are fpeaking to the ear, 
God may fpeak to the heart. 

Christ directed his difciples when he 
fent them out to preach the gofpel, that if 
the members of any family, or the inhab- 
itants of any city or town, would not receive 
them, or hear their words, to depart from 
thofe hardened finners, and to fliake off the 
duft of their feet as a teftimony againft them. 
Inftances may now occur in which the min- 
iftersof the gofpel are required to depart 
from particular places, on account of the 
treatment they receive from the people. 
There may be particular families or perfons 
near them to whom they can have no accefs ; 
and any attempt to counfel or warn them 
would be like cafling pearls before fwine. 
But let none of the fervants of the Moft 
High be hafly in concluding that the door 
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of their ufiefulscfis i$ cloTei. Let tbem m^e 
fofficienit triaJ. to jjuftily themfehres m the: 
figfat of God) belorre they ccafe labmitg 
ivitii tkofe who fpurn at the me&ges of di^ 
Tine grace. We eansot^ ray brethren^ if 
cur l^arts be vtrmed with Clmftian beoev^t 
oleRce^ ceafe to pray^ for finneri^ thougil 
we may feel ^ eSeds of chdr enmit^r^-aad 
tbcir ears may be 0iut agaioil: u& God 
may hereafter fend his fpirit mto thdr hearts^^ 
^nd give them repentance to the acknowU 
edging of the ursuh. The tkas, may comt 
when they will efteem the followers of the 
Saviour as the excellent of the earth, and 
choofe them for their companions*. Such z 
change has been feen in tvexy age, to the 
joy of the people of God. His arm is not 
ihortened that it cannot fave, neither is hi3^^ 
ear heavy that it cannot hear. 

4. We xiaay learn from th^ prefeitt fub-» 
jeft why the Lord*s people have been fo a* 
bundant in praying for t&e efiufions of the 
Holy Spirit^ bot& oa them&lves^ and on 
others* 

The lov^ of Godis Jhed alfroad in tBe hearty 
rf believers by the Holy Gh(^y which is given 
tmto them^ They Hve in the fpiriiA They 
qr^Jtrengthened with might by the Spirit in the 
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inner manJ^ They pray in the Holy Gho/i.f 
The Jpirit helpeih their infirmities : for they, 
know not what to pray for as they ought ; but 
thefpirit itfelfmaketh inter ceffion for them with 
groanings which cannot be uttered.\ By the 
influences of the Holy Spirit on the hearts 
of believers they are led to fuitable petitions 
and affe&ions in their prayers ; and they 
foraetimes feel that holy fervor which can- 
not be exprefied in words, but niufl reft in 
ardent breathings of the foul. Thefe ardent 
breathings cannot be uttci-ed, either by ar- 
ticulate founds, or by groanings which ftrike 
the ear. If any fuppofe that by being over-, 
heard in the devotions of the clofet, or that 
by a loud groan in focial prayer, they prove 
themfelves to be theiubjefts of the ardent 
breathings of which the apoftle fpeaketh, 
they are greatly miftaken : For if the feel- 
ings of the devout heart can be fully expref-' 
fed by a loud groan, they ceafe Xo be unut« 
terable, as truly as if they could be expref- 
fed by an articulate voice. 

From the influences of the Holy Ghoft 
informing, fupporting, and improving the 
new man, we can eafily fee why the feints 
have been fo abundant in praying that thii 
divine fandifier may dwell in tnem. David 

* £pb. ill. 16. t Jade a«. t Ro°i* ▼"!• <^* 
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prayed unto God, in Pfalm li. it. Ca^ m 
Mt away from thy prefince ; and take not thf 
botyjpiritfrom nw. Chrift fakh to his difci- 
pics, m Luke xL 13. If yethen^ being fvH, 
kncFu> bow to pve go$d gifts unto ytmr childrm ; 
h9W much m$rBfi)aU your beawnfy fsxtier give 
the bolyfpirit to them that afk bim. AU the 
prayers which we find in the fcriptures. of- 
fered to God by his children, that be would 
lead them in the way ^truth^^tbat be watld e* 
pen their eyes to behold wondrmts things out cfbii 
ktw^^hat he would hdp their unbeUef'^tbat, 
be^twuld increafe their faitb-^bat be would 
leach tbem to pray — that be would evermore gkie 
them the bread cf Ufe^ and fitnilair fevcas— *^ 
aUl thefe petitions involve the deiires of the 
heart addrefled to the Father of ligbtct^ for 
ihefanSnifying^ enlightening,an4 quickening 
mfluences of the Holy Sfririt . Were thefe 
wholly wlth(kawn hatSL Chrifiiajus, they 
would relaf^ intc^ their former fpiritual 
death, and wc^uld periih. Did not the proxn-r 
lies of God fecure tbe final perfeverance of 
the faints in faith and hoUnefs, they muft 
fit down in defpair of heaven. They are 
ehofen tofahation through fanBification of the 
^pirit^ and belief of the truth. Of them 
Chrift faiths in John x. 27, 28. Myfheep^ 
hear my voice^ and linow^ them^ and they fd^ 
low me : And I give unto them eternal life ; and 
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AeyflyaU never peri/b^ neither fi(M any man 
pluck them eta rf my hand^ 

The children of God tremble at the 
thought of the Spirit^s witfadrawment, and 
mourn that they grieve him by their fins* 
They pray above all things for his continu- 
mice* How often doth the (aint go to God 
in eameft fupplication, " O Lord leave me 
*^ not to myfelf ! Hold thou me up, and I 
** (hall be fafe !— Uphold me with thy free 
<^ Spirit ! — ^Bow my rebellious will, and 
** bring it into perfeft fubjedion to thine ! 
^* Humble me for my pride, my unbelief, 
*' my worldlinefs, and all my innumerable 
" fins 1-— Make me to know the plague of 
** my own heart, and to feel my depend- 
** ance on thy grace ! Warm this cold 
<* heart, by Ihedding abroad thy love in it 
*' by thy Spirit ! Guide me in the way of 
^^ righteouinefs ! Lead me not into tempta- 
^^ tion ! Caufe me to be ftedfaft, and un- 
*' moveable, always abounding in thy work! 
** O keep me from falling, and may I be 
" prefented faultlefs before the prefence of 
^' thy glory with exceeding joy !" 

Th£ truly devout pray for others as weli 
as for themfelves : They pray for all mea 
according to the divine command. The 
caufe of Zion lies near their hearts ^t all 
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times, and efpecially when they approach 
the throne of grace. When Daniel under- 
ilood by attending to the prophetic books 
that the feventy years of the Jewifli captiv- 
ity in Babylon were nearly ended, \i&fet bis 
face unto the Lord God^ to feek by prayer and 
fupplications^ with fajtingy and fackcloih and 
ajbes. After acknowledging the juftice and 
truth of God in bringing all the calamities 
on the Jews which they had endured, he 
was importunate in praying for the reftora- 
tion of Jerufalem. Lord^ according to all 
thy righteotifnefsj I be/eech tbee^ let thine anger 
and thy fury be turned away from thy city ^V- 
rufalem^ thy holy mountain : becaufe for our 
Jins^ and for the iniquities of our fathers^ jfe^ 
rufalem and thy people are become a reproach to 
all that are about us* Now^ therefore, our 
God, hear the prayer cf thy./ervani, and his 
fuppUcations, and caufe thy face to Jhine upon 
thy fanEluary that is defolate, for the hordes 
fake. my God, incline thine ear, and hear ; 
open thine eyes, and behold our defolations, and 
the city which is called by tby name : for we 
do not prefent our fupplications before thee for 
our righteoufnejfes, but for tby great mercies. 
Lord, hear ; Lord, forgive ; Lord, 
hearken, and do ; defer not, for thine ownfake^ 
O my God] for thy city and thy people arecal^ 
led by thy name.* Every one who draweth 
* Daniel ix. i6^if. 
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near to God in the fpirit of prayer can a- 
dopt the language of the prophet Ifaiah, 
For Zion^s Jake will I not hold my peace j and for 
Jertifalenfsfake I will not reji^ until the right-- 
eoufnefs thereof go forth as brightnefs^ and the 
fahation thereof as a lamp that burneth.* The 
righteous rejoice in the promifes of the out- 
pouring of the fpirit, when the Lord will 
arife in anfwer to their prayers and have mer- 
cy upon Zioh. They believe that the church 
cannot be kept alive in the world, if it be 
not fupported by the fanftifying influences 
of the Holy Ghoft ; and that by thefe fee 
will triumph over all oppofition. Zechari- 
ahiv. 6, 7. This is the word of the Lord unto 
Zerubbabelyfayingy Not by mighty nor by power ^ 
but by myfpiritjfaith the Lord ofhq/is* Who art 
thou J great mountain ? before Zerubbabel thou 
fhah become a plain : and he Jhall bring forth 
the head-Jione thereof with fhouiings^ ^fjingj 
Grace ^ grace ^ unto it. 

The ingathering of the Jews into the 
church, together w^h the fulnefs of the 
Gentiles, will be effeded by the efFufions of 
the Holy Spirit. That this glorious day 
may come is the conftant prayer of all Chrif- 
tians, Te that make mention of the Lord keep 

* Ifaiah Ixii. i. 

L 



rmjikna» afktghe him no refii tillh eftab- 
^^amttilibemaklf Jm^ma frcu^inm^ 
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DISCOURSE V. 

/ -■ • - 

7be Chara£ler of the Regenerate ; or true 
/ Religion diftinguifiiM from &lfe. 



1 JOHN IT. 7. 

m^ErBJtr 0K that loveth is bom $/ Godj wd 
knowetb God* 

TTAVING in the foregoing difcourfes 
jLi confidered the nature, neceffity, and 
Author of the neW birth, I proceed to con- 
fider the fruits or eSe£ts of this change^ 
Let us, my brethren, deal impartially with 
ourfelves while we are attending to the 
character of the regenerate. May God en« 
Ughten our minds by his fpirit, that wc 
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inay plainly difUnguifc true religion from 
falfe. 

It is declared by the infpired writer in 
the text, that every one that loveth is bom of 
Gody and knoweth God. This love is con- 
fidered in the context, as entering into the 
nature of the confefEon — That Jefus Chriji 
is come in thejlejh ; which confefEon diftia- 
guiflies the Jpirit of truth from the fpirit of er- 
ror. That faith in the Son of God which 
is juftifying worketh by love.* Every one 
who is renewed in the fpirit of his mind, 
or knoweth God, is a fubjeft of this 
love. 

The ultimate objeft of our love is always 
pleaHng to us ; and whatever this be, it de- 
termines our charafter. If our hearts be 
placed on earthly poffeffions, we are gov- 
erned by the love of the world. H we 
love the praife of men more than the praife of 
Gody ambition is the idol which we adore. 
If fenfual indulgencies be our chief pur- 
fuit, we are lovers of ^nful pleafure. If 
our higheft afFedions be placed on the in- 
finite mind, we are governed by the love of 
God. Knowyenoty faith the apoftle, that 
to whom ye yield yourf elves fervants to ohey^ his 

* Gaf*v. 6. 
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Jirvanfs ye are io whom ye cbey ; whether ef 
Jin unto deaths or of obedience unto rigbteoup^ 
tmfsf* We hear the &me language from 
the lips 0f Jefus Chrift^ No num canferm 
two mq/iers ; fir either be %viU bate the one^ 
andkve the other ; or elfe he will hold to the 
mej and defpife the $tber* Te cannot ferue 
God cfnd numnwn* 

Let us, my brethren, make the inquiry 
in the prefence of a holy God, whether we 
are devoted to him, and are become the 
Tervants of righteoufnefs? Let us take heed 
how we hear while we are looking jintb the 
nature of that love which forms the char* 
ader of thofe who are born again. If there 
beany prefent who have no defire to fearch 
and try their ways, let them know that their 
ftate is mod alarming* 

Every one who has much acquaintance 
^ith the fcriptures, muft have obferved that 
jn them great ftrefs is laid upon holy love, 
as being thefoundation of true piety. Low 
is the fiiyiUing cf the lawA When one of 
the Jewilh doftors alked Chrift, "Which 
is the great commandment in the law V* the 
divine teacher replied, Tbou Jhab love the 
jLordtby God^ tvitb all thy hearty and with all 
^ Rom. ?i. i(. t Rom. im. io« 
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thy foklj and with all thy mind. This is tb^ 
firji and great commandment. And the fecond 
is like unto it^ Thou Jhalt love thy neighbor as 
ihyfelf. On thefe tuo commandments hang alt 
the law and the prophets.* This Jaw Chrift 
perfectly obeyed while he was on the earth, 
and to redeem finners from its curfe he di- 
ed on the crofs. The love enjoined by this 
law conftituted the moral image of Gbd on 
the heart of man when he was created. 
The fame moral image is reftored in regen- 
eration. Though the law has ceafed as a 
covenant, it remains as a rule of life. It 
will forever continue, as the ftandard of ho- 
linefs. To this man's heart muft be con- 
formed, or he muft perilh. The gofpel 
breathes the fame fpirit with the law. We 
cannot embrace the gofpel in a faving man* 
ncr, if we do not love God with all our 
hearts and our neighbor as ourfelves. It is 
by this love only that our hearts can become 
.united with the kingdom and glory of God, 
and with the real good of our fellow-crea- 
tures. Charity, or love, is the bond of 
perfe£lnefs. This makes intelligent beings 
one in intereft and enjoyment under all cir- 
cumftances, and forever. This moral union 
is involved in the prayer which Chrift offered 
up a Uttlc before his death, for all the mem-* 
'!^ Matth. xxii. 36— '4.0^ 
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bers of his myftical body, in every age. 
John xvii. 20, 21, 22. Neither pray I for 
ihefe alone^ but for them alfo which jhall be- 
lieve on me through their word that they all 
may be one; aiihou^ Father^ art in me ^ and I 
in theey that they alfo may be one in us / that 
the world may believe that thou hafi fent me. 
And the glorf which thougavefi me I have given 
them ; that they may he one^ even as we are 
$ne. 

From the agreement of the fpirit of the 
law and the gofpel, it appears that no one 
can be a friend of the latter who is ah ene- . 
my to the former. If the law be not holy, 
juft and good, there can be no grace in the 
' gofpel. There can be no grace or mercy, 
in faving any one from the punifhment 
which is threatened by an unjuft law : He 
can claim deliverance on the footing of juf- 
tice. 

The moral law is an objeft which is pleaf- 
ing to every pious mind. The apoftle Paul 
delighted in it after the inward man.^ No be- ^ 
. liever defires jiaftification in the fight of / 
God by the deeds of the law j becaufe fuch \ 
defire would be inconfiftent with his love to ' 
the law, and to the glory of its divine Au« 
thor. All who are born again heartily ac« 
f Rom.vii»a4« 
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knQwMge that they juftly defers efveriaft- 
ing mifery fi^r tr3rtifg?«irmg the law of God, 
ThU view of themfeWes pi«paTe« the wayiotr 
themrto difcem the beauty andigloiyjof the 
MediatxM'. 

In further difcouffing ftom the words df 
the text, let us attend, 

I ft. To fomeof the/exercifes ofChriftiaa 
love towards God. The regenerate arc 
conformed to him in heart ; they are united 
with'him in love ; verfe j6th of thacontexjt 
■— G(?(//x love ; and heihat .dwelleth in love 
dwelletb in God^ and God in him. 

God neceffarily tlelighteth in the higheft 
^ooa, or the greateft degree of happinefs, 
that can exift, and choofeth a plan for its 
attainment. |Ie cannot fail of accomplifh- 
ing his defign ; iince in him are united in»^ 
finite knowledge, power, and wifdom^ with^ 
infinite love. God declareth his glory in^'. 
the works of his hand ; and in thefe he d^- • \ 
lighteth, as they make known to intelligent 
creatures the fountain of goodnefs. which 
exifteth from eternity in him. The glory of 
the Lordjhall endure forever ; the Lordjhdll 
rejoice in his works.* Creatures are happy 
when their hearts are ^placed on the glo^, 

*.r61mcw. 3if 
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or bleffcdneft^ of the divine mind. Wheit 
they love God they become members of his 
holy intelligent kingdom, and give them- 
felves up to Him who is over all, and is the 
fum of being and happinefs. The happir 
jiefs and glory of the kingdom of God are 
the fame with his own glory : They cannot 
be feparated. Whatever promoteth the 
former, promoteth the latter. It is every 
way beft — it is moft for the happinefs of 
intelligent creatures, that God fhould make 
his own glory his chief end. The happi- 
nefs found in communion with God is^mfi- 
nitely higher than can be found in any cre- 
ated good. 

The faint rejoiceth that Jehovah is on the 
throne of the univerfe. The language of 
his heart is. Be tbou exalted^ Godj above, ^ 
the heavens ; let thy glqry be above all the earth J^ 
Blefs the Lordj all his works y in all places of 
his dominion ; blefs the Lordj my foulA If 
we love God, my brethren, we fliall choofe 
to lie at his footftool, and to be wholly un« 
der his dominion. We Ihall abhor ourfdves 
and repent in duft and afhes, for our rebel- 
lion againft the holy and righteous Governor 
of the univerfe. We (hall as perfeftly ap- 
prove of the juftice which condemneth us, 

* Pfalm Ivii. ix. f Pfalm ciii. %%. 
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as of the gmce which bringeth folyation ta 
the .guilty. 

Th?y who have the love of God Ihed 
abroad in their hearts delight in his mercy 
as he caufed it to be proclaimed before Mo- 
fes^ Exodus xxxiii. ig. And l^e faid^ I wifl 
make all mygoodnefs pafs before thee^ and I will 
prodcum the name of the, Lord before thee ; and 
fvillbe gracious to whom I will be gracious ^ and 
will Jhew mercy on whom I will Jhew mercy. 
' Chrift's followers join with him in the adora? 
tion, I thank thee^ Father^ Lord if Heaven and 
earthy becaufe thou hq/l bid thefe things from 
the wife and prudent y and haji revealed them 
unto babes. Evenfo^ Father ; forfo itfeemed 
gmi in thy fighti* Jf we love God we fhall 
not cpmpiaip lof his c(^q£l ia fi^ditfg bi3 
^irit into tone cQDgrjeg^ation, and not iato 
another ; into oae fei^ly and not into a* 
no^er.; apd into the heart of fome one or 
more of tfes family, in dift^nftion from tl» 
other memb^s who compofe it. WSe know 
from the charader of Jdiovah that he will, 
in the kingdornof his gra^e, as well as in 
the kingdom of his providence, do that 
which infinite love, or a fupreme regard to 
the happinefs of his holy kingdom, require 
eih. 'Jhe monuments of vindidive wrath 

♦♦ Matth. xi. %u %^* 



ifin havte^^ h& juft caufib of cdmp^laiiit ; be* 
caufe' they deferve endtefs puniffame&t ais 
fintiersj nor do they deferve this the lefs 
on aecouflt of tbe mercy (hown to others. 

The particular reafons of the difference 
which God maketh between the chara£ler 
and (tate of the faved and the loft, are npt 
Mvealed to us ; but if we loVe him we Ihall 
believe thai his condud in the cafe before 
us, is^ di&ated by that benevolence whichi 
feeketh'the greateft fum of intelligent hapi* 
pinefs. To accbmplifh this deftgn is wor- 
thy of infinite wifdom and love. The di- 
vt^ fovi^^igiity is ail odioM do6;rinetaan 
umfaffidified heatt; but when it is clearlf 
pteeed- before the minds of the friends d 
€(od, tbey vi4U rejoiee in it. They are fuUy^ 
cc^[!^ifteed that if God bad net fhown mercy 
t6^th^m until they b^ made thraifelvee to 
dfier fjHMn- thdr £iHlow^finfterS) they bs^ 
et^^rnilly periilMsd : and tfaar believe tfeliat it 
h e^ery wayfil, ai^ b^ for the imivteife, 
dt^t tfa^ fupreme Ruler (bcmld be aduated 
in hSs donduft: towards all his creatures, iti 
thfepref<»i'Wotld, and in the world to come, 
l^ reafons which a»e contained in his sttfimte 
ixrifdoni and reflitude. 

The whole charafter of God is lovely. 
AllvrfKo^arecoafinrtfed; to^ it, coitte»i{date 
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its excellencies with delight, and their hearts 
are drawn out towards it in admiration and 
praife. They breathe the fame fpirit with 
the Pfalmift, / will extol thee^ my God^ O 
King : and I will blefs thy name forever and 
ever. Every day will I blefs thee ; and I will 
pratfe thy name forever and ever. Great is 
the Lordy and greatly to be praifed; and his 
greatnefs is tmfearchable. One generation Jhall 
praife thy works to another^ and Jhall declare 
thy mighty a6ts. I will fpeak of the glorious 
honor of thy majejty^ and of thy wondrom 
works.* 

The regenerate love the Lord Jefus Chrift. 
In him dwelleth all the fulnefs of the Godhead 
bodily.^ In him are difplayed the perfefl:- 
ions of the Deity before the human mind. 
No man hath fern God at any time^ the only 
begotten Sen^ which is in the bofom cf the Fa* 
thery he hath declared him.l The fubjefks of. 
the ne^r birth love Jefus Chrift, as the. 
brightnefs of the Father's glory, and the 
cxprefs image of his perfon. They love 
him as a holy Saviour, who faveth his peo- - 
pie from their fins. They love him for his 
coming into the world, and for his whole 
work as Mediator. Chrift's iheep hear his 
voice in the fcriptures, and will not fettle 

* Pfalm cxly. i— 5, f Col. ii. 9, J John i. if. 
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down In the belief of dofkrines which are 
fubverfive of the gofpel. Its felf-denying 
dodtrines are food to their fouls, jis new^ 
bom babes they defire the Jincere milk of the 
word^ that they may grow thereby. Their 
hearts are open to embrace the truths ut- 
tered in Chrift*s fermon on the mount, la 
his other difcourfes, and in the whole vol- 
ume of Infpiration. He that abidetb in the 
doctrine of Chriji^ he hath both the Father and 
the Son.* Chriftians delight in beholding 
the example of their Lord and Mailer, and^ 
ftrive to imitate it* They contemplate with 
peculiar fatisfaftion, the love, felf-denial, 
meeknefs, humility, patience, and all the 
other virtues which were difplayed in the life 
of the Son of God. How perfeftly devo- 
ted was Chrift to the will of Him who fent 
him, both in his obedience and fufferings ? 
His difdples cannot, with his e;^ample be- 
fore them, avoid being often filled with for- 
row that they live fo much unto themfelves* 
When Chrift's death was near at hand, he 
lifted tip his eyes to heaven^ and faid^ Father y 
the hour is come ; glorify thy Son^ that thy Son 
alfo may glorify thee. I have glorified thee on 
the earth • I have fini/hed the work which thou 
gaveji me to db.^ The fuprerae objeft of 

* % Eptftle John 9. f John xvii. i| 4. 

M 
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Chrift's love, is the objed on which the 
hearts of his followers are placed ; and they 
love him becaufe he fought the glory of his 
Father above all things. They give glory 
to the Son of God for becoming incarnate, 
and appearing in this world, to condemn Jin 
m the Jtejh ; that the righteoufnefs of the law 
might be fulfilled in them who walk not after 
ihefiejh^ but after the Spirit. They adjnirethe 
diiinterefted benevolence of the Redeemer, 
in that though he was rich, yet for the fake 
-of his people he became poor, that they 
'throi>gh his poverty might be rich. To fave 
them he became a man offorraws^ and ac^ 
fuainted with grief* He was wounded for 
their iranfgreffions^ he was bruifed for their 
iniquities : the chq/Hfement of their peace was 
upon him^ and with his Jiripes they are healed. > 
To make atonement for finners Chrift was 
betrayed, Jie was arrayed in a mock robe, 
he wore a crown of thorns, he was buffeted, 
he was fpit upon, he was infulted in his 
dying moments, and he expired on the crofs. 
Chrij^ loved the churchy and gave himfelf for 
it ; that he might famStifj and cleanfe it with 
the wajhif^ of water by the word; that he 
might prefent it to hinfelf a glorious churchy 
not having fpot or ivrinkle^ or any fuch thing ; 
but that it Jhould be holy ^ and without blem/h^*^ 
* JSph. V. »5» »^» »;• 
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Chriftiaiis, can you look on the fufferings 
and death of your Lord with unaffefked 
hearts ? 

No favors deferve to be compared with 
fpiritual and everlafting bleffings. Thefe 
lafl are of as much higher < worth than 
worldly enjoyments, as the foul is fuperior 
to the body, and as eternity exceeds time. 
If we have evidence that we have obtained 
mercy, we fhall give thanks unto the Father, 
who hath made us meet to be partakers of the in- 
heritance of the faints in light ; who bath de* 
iivered us from the power of darknefs, and 
hath tranftated us into the kingdom of his dear 
Son ; in whom we have redemption thromh his 
bloody even the forgivenefs of fins.* ff our 
many fins are forgiven we fhall love Chrift 
with ardent aflfeftion ; like the woman who 
wafhed his feet with her tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. The 
knowledge of our hearts will lead us to fee 
our fins in a much clearer light than we can 
fee the fins of any other perfon j and hence 
our forgivenefs will appear to be a wonder- 
ful difplay of divine mercy. 

The love which they who are in Chrifl 
feel towards him, is of a wholly different 
nature from that of the hypocrite, whofe 

~ * Colof. i. l%9 13, I4« 
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affection arifes from no higher motive than 
hi8 fuppofed efcape from helU stnd fecurity 
ofhappinefs. The love of the Chriftian is 
of the fame nature with the benevolence of 
the divine mind which gave birth to the gof- 
pel plan of falvation. A church hath been 
ra^ed up from among men, that th abun- 
dant grace mighty through the thank/giving of 
manyy redound to the glory of God.\ The 
glory of God in the falvation of fmnets, is 
the fupreme objedl of the love, the grati- 
tude, the joy, and all the holy exerciles of 
the regenerate. If their hearts were not 
placed on this objefl:, they could not have 
feUowJhip with the Father^ and with his Son 
jfefus Chri/i. They rejoice in the wifdom, 
power, and grace or God \ which can 
caufe enemies to become obedient to his 
will, and can make fuch vile worms of the 
dud as they are partakers of the happinefs 
of his holy kingdom, in a way that fiiall be 
to tbepraife of his glory. 

The love which is the fruit of the fpirit 
lies at the foundation of evangelical repent- 
ance, of truft in God, of fubmiflion to his 
will, and of all the graces and virtues which 
form the Chriftian charafter. It will out- 
live hope, and that faith which is the evidence 

» 
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of things not feen > it will rife to pcTfeaiort 
at the clofe of the prefeiit life, and will nev« 
tt fail. It appears in its full luftre in the 
heavenly world, and will reign in the hearts 
of the redeemed forever. 

Before I leave this part of the fubjefl:^ 
I would take occafion to obferve, that we 
cannot determiae what particular holy ex- 
ercifes will be firft perceived by thofe who 
are born of Go'd. A great variety is found 
in their experiences in this refpeft. Some 
' firft perceive a new beauty in the works of 
nature around them j and their minds are 
filled with a pleafmg folemn fenfe of the 
prefence and glory of God, Others are 
delighted in contemplating fome one of the 
attributes of the Deity. Sometimes the at* 
tention of the regenerate is firft fixed on the 
perfon,. or offices of Jefus Chrift. Not a 
few have found th[eir cavillings ftilled for the 
firft time by a View of the rectitude and 
goodnefs of the divine governnieht. Their 
hearts are charmed with the objeft before 
them, and they are aftoniflied at their paft 
obftinacy and blindnefs. Moft commonly 
the firft exercifes of the new man are in 
view of fome dodlrine, or part of the di- 
vine conduft, with which the heart had 

U2 



130 The Charade rf Pi?. §. 

been moft immediately contending. Some 
firft tafte that the Lord i$ gracioiis in the 
channel of fome paflage of fcripture brought 
to thdr minds ; and others have no particu- 
lar part of the written word in their thoughts, 
at that time. It often happens that a con- 
fiderable length of time paiTes after the 
dawning of divine light on the fouls of the 
regenerate, before they think any thing 
about their own converfion. The beauty 
and the glory which captivate their hearts 
take off their attention irom themfelves. 
They are h^ard to fay afterwards to their 
Chriftian friends, with reference to the hap- 
py time when divine truth firft appeared in 
a new light, ** We did not inquire whether 
*^ we fhould be faved or lofl ; but we were 
** fwallowed up in contemplating the glory 
" of God. We felt wilUng to be in his 
*' hand. We rejoiced in his government, 
^^ and that his holy name will be magnified 
** for ever.**^ 

THfi few inftances which have been men^ 
tioned, may ferve as a fpecimen of the ma- 
ny which might be adduced to illuftrate 
the variety obfervable in the earlieft difcov* 
eries made to the regenerate. Let the im- 
mediate objed of their firft and fubfequent 
exercifes be what it may^ the temper of 
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heart implied in them is the fame in its na- 
ture. JThere is no other difference between 
th« ^rcifes of the renewed heart than is 
occafioned by different objefts. The heart 
that is delighted in contemplating one part 
of the moral works ©f God, will be delighted 
in contemplating any other part as it cometh 
into view. If we love one attribute of Je- 
hovah, we love his whole charadler. If for 
inftance, we love his mercy, we love his 
juftice and his truth, and every other moral 
attribute. If we love his charafter we (hall 
feel glad that he is poffeffed of infinite 
knowledge and power, and that he cannot 
fail of accomplifhing whatever he pleafeth : 
Hence, we fhall find holy enjoyment in view- 
ing the natural perfections of the Mod High. 
If we cordially embrace Jefus Chrift, we 
ihall delight in the law which he honored 
by his obedience and death. If we be friends 
to the divine government in any particular 
branch of it, we are friends to its whole 
plan. As our minds are limited, we muft 
attend to one thing at a time ; but as there 
is perfe£t unity of character and defign in 
God, we fhall, if renewed in the fpiritof 
our minds, be fatisfied with any and every 
part of eitheCy when it is fet before us. AU 
God's children have been made to drink in« 
to one fpirit y whatever variety exiftsia the 
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order of their exercifes. They are all root- 
ed and grounded in love ; and they have 
ene God and Father, who is above alt^ Snd 
through all, and in them all. — ^I proceed to 
confider, 

2dly. The exercifes of Chriftian love to- 
wards mankind. John exhorteth in the 
beginning of the verfe which contains the 
text, Beloved, let us love one another. The 
fame exhortation is found in many other 
places in fhis epiftle. Though he may have 
more immediately in view, in the words 
juft quoted, the love which Chriftians 
ought to exercife towards each other, the 
love of benevolence towards all mankind is 
not excluded* Brotherly love cannot exift 
without this, and is built upon it. We are 
commanded to love our neighbor as our/elves^ 
To enjoin and enforce this love, is the de- 
fign of the fix laft commandments in the 
decalogue. 

If we love God we fliall confider the hap- 
pinefs of our neighbor as being of as much 
importance as our own. We cannot have 
the fameconfcioufnefsof his joys and for- 
rows, as we can of our own ; neither k hh 
welfare entrufted to us in the fame fenfe in 
which our own is : But as the portion of 
rational exiftence which be poflefTe^ bears 
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the fame relation to the infinite mind that 
ours doth, he is equally with us capable of 
happinefs or mifery, and it h as much to be 
defired that he fhould. be laved, as that we 
fhould be faved« 

We are ftrangers to Chriftian love, if we 
harbor malice or revenge in our hearts to- 
wards any of our fellow-creatures, what- 
ever may be the treatment we receive at 
their hands. Chrift commandeth us to love 
our ernmies^ to hlefs them that curfe lUy to do 
good to them that hate usj and to pray for them 
that defpiteftdly ufe tiSj and perfecute us.^ It 
is our duty to frown on the workers of in- 
iquity, and cafes may occur in which love 
to the public good requires that we make 
exertions to bring them to fuffer for their 
crimes, even unto death ; but we are for* 
bidden to indulge malice towards them un* 
der any circumftances whatever, 

Jesus Christ was an open and a bold' 
reprover of wickednefs in all ranks of meili"' 
from the loweft up to the higheft. He was 
at the fame time benevolent towards them 
all, he was grieved for the hardnefs of their 
hearts, and earneflly befought them to re- 
form, and to fecure everlafting happinefs. 
His heart was tenderly touched when he 
* Matth.7. 44- 
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looked forward to th6 miferies which were 
about to fall upon the Jews, for their killing 
the prophets, and ftoning the meflengers of 
the Lord of hofts who had been fent unto 
them. When he was riding in triumph to 
Jerufalem a few days before his death, as 
he drew near the city, he niept over it, faying^ 
If thou hadji known, even thou at leqfi in this 
ihy day, the things which belong unto thyfeace / 
but ^ now they are hidden from thine eyes.'f 
When he was dying on the crofs, he prayed 
for his murderers. Father, forgive them ; for 
they know not what they do. 

The benevolent fpirit of the gofpel in- 
fluences all Chrift's real difaiples to imitate^ 
in fonae degree, his meekaefs and love % 
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again ; 
when hefuffered, he threatened not ; but com- 
imtted himfelf to him that judgeth righteoujly.'^ 
Chrift faith, in Matthew vi. 15, But if ye 
forgive not men their trefpdjfes, neither will your 
Father forgive your trefpajfes. He inculcates 
the fame doftrine in many other places. 
We cannot pray for ourfelves in a manner 
that will be accepted of a holy God, if we 
cannot at the fame time forgive our ene- 
mies ; and afk mercy for them. 

+ Luke XIX. 41, 43« * . I Pet.ii. %Z' 
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The children of God look with forrow 
and pity upon a wicked and a fecure world ; 
and fometimes almoft forget themfelves in 
their concern fot* others. They pour out 
their hearts to God for them in worihipping 
aflemblies, and in their clofets, and when 
the prefence of fcoffers requires them to be 
fileptttheirfupplications are afcending. They 
rejoice when fmners are converted from the 
error of their way, and glorify God that he 
hath granted unto them repentance unto life. 

If Chriftians did not love the felicity and 
glory of God's kingdom above the happi- 
nefs of individuals, they would be incon- 
folable in refle£iing on the mifery ef any 
part of the intelligent creation. But as they 
belieye that God will be glorified, they reft 
fatisfied with his condud: in permitting all 
the evil which now exifts, or which will exi- 
ift to eternity. As they feel that fin in them 
juftly deferves punifhment, they know that 
fin in others juftly deferves punifhment : 
and as they are fully convinced that there is 
no malice or cruelty in Him who is love, 
they cannot doubt but that he afteth in char- 
after when he dooms the wicked to endleft 
punifliment. There can be no error in the 
counfel of infinite knowledge, wifdom, and 
benevolence. That plan muft have beea 
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chofeh by the Etemsd Mind, ixrhich in its 
operations will eflfeft the greateft fum of 
«happinefs in the univerfe. I am perfuaded, 
my brethren, that the more fully and im- 
partially you attend to the fubjed of future 
mifery, the more clearly you will difcem 
that you muft have recourfe to fuch princi- 
ples as have now been hinted, to vindicate 
the divine goodnefs in inflicting endlefs pun- 
ilhment on the wicked. Hear the united 
voice of the holy inhabitants of the new Je- 
rufalem, as they behold vengeance rendered 
to the enemies of God, Alleluia ; Salvation^ 
and glory ^ and honor ^ and power ^ unto tl^ 
Lord our God : For true and righteous are his 
judgments ; for he hath judged the great whore j 
which did corrupt the earth with her fomicO' 
tion, and hath avenged the blood of hisfervants 
at her hand. And again they faid^ Alleluia* 
Andherfmoke rofe up forever and ever.* 

Love is delighted in finding kindred fouls. 
A true patriot feels a peculiar attachment to 
thofe who make the welfare of the com- 
monwesilth their purfuit, and who unite 
with him in detefting the politics and the 
meafures which tend to diforganize fociety. 
The regenerate feel a peculiar friendfhip to- 
wards thofe who manifeft that their hearts 

« 

* Rev. xix. I, », 3. 
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are placed on the kingdom of the Redeemer. 
The apoftle Paul, in his firft epiftle to the 
church of theTheffalonianSj.addreffeth the 
brethren, in chap. iv. 9, in the following 
• words. But as touching brotherly love^ ye need 
not that I write unto you ; for ye your/elves are 
taught of God to love one another. John faith. 
We know that we have paffed from death unto 
life^ becaufe we love the brethren.* If we love 
God we ihall rejoice in beholding his image 
in any of the human race ; whether high 
or low, rich or poor, bond or free. Chrif- 
tians are commanded to do good unto all 
men as they have opportunity, efpecially unto 
them who are of the boujhold of faith.\ 

Our zeal on this fubjeft will not be ac- 
cording to knowledge if we fuppofe it to be 
impoflible to love one as a brother in Chrift, 
if the perfon fo lovfed be not a true believer. 
We cannot indeed regard one as a follower 
of the Son of God, if he do not appear, 
in a judgment of charity, to have his Spirit j 
but as we cannot certainly know the heart 
of another we are liable to be deceived in 
our opinion of him. If we feel a cpmpla- 
cency in any one on account of his appa- 
rent friendfliip to Chrift, this is a good.ev- 

. "^ I John iii. 14. f Oal. vi. ro. 
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idenoe that <«e^^ are Ghiiftians ; )buti^i8i1lo 
certain evidence that the perfon fo loveditsa 
real Chriftian. Many •h&& tmigfat foe ad- 
duced, were it neceflary, to prove ithat^tfae 
apoftle$9 rand others m .primitive times, >fe« 
edved and treated peifons as i>rethren ^intfae 
Xord for a fisafon, ^viho afterwards made^t 
tfitanSfeft 1^ tfaeirir^gtodly condiiif^^that^the^ 
<fwere m> the gdl rf biuern^s^ > mdmtbe hmd 
jrfinit^ty. Not a few, m tt^ery age, tittve 
idemonftrated by their coaduft that thdbr 
•temporary fair appearance of piety did not 
fpring from a pure heart. The pronnle i4t>f 
\4ieaven which is mude to expreffioss of 
brotherly love, doth not imply '^Uat .^te 
perf<m who is theobjed: of it is a member 
of Chrift's myftical body. Matth. ac..42. 
And whofoever Jhall give to drink unto me ^ 
thefe little ones aciip rf cold water, mfy^ in the 
name of a difciple^ verily I Jay unto youj He 
Jhall in no nvife l^e bis reward. We m^y 
obfare that it is not affirmed that the one 
'to whom the c«ip^f cold water is^iven fliail 
have eternal life, as all true believers will ; 
but the promife is made to bim that pvetb a 
ci^ of cold water^ in the mme jf a di/0fk* 
It is promifed th^ibe^ the donor j Jhdll in no 
wife lofe his reward. He willbe owned, in 
this very aft, by Ghriftin the day ^of Judg- 



meat, if the perfon to whom he miniftered 
ihould prove to be a hypocrite. 

In avoiding the error into whith fome 
have run in holding to the certain knowU 
edge of Chrifljans, let us not go into the 
oppoiite extreme of allowing nootherteft of 
brotherly love than will perf^lyfuit thetafte 
of: the mere formalift. The regenerate honor 
themtbatfeartheLord^ choofethemfor thdr 
compamons, and pri$se their fociety far a^ 
bove that of the great and the honorable of' 
the earth who deny the power of godlii^fs^ 
miey. who are bora of God bear the bur« 
dens; of their bretbrea^. and rejoice in thei£ 
growth in* grace. They feek to unbofom 
th^nfeives to Chriftians^ of higher attain* 
mems in knowledge and holinefs^ and are 
edified in lifteningtto thdr counfels aiid ad« 
n^onitions. It is an animating thought to* 
the children of God, that they will fooa 
meet in their heavenly Father's houfe above,- 
freed from their prefent imperfections, and 
perfedly united in love; 

3dly, The love which is the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, influences to a life of obedience 
to God's commandments, 

Lovs in the heart is. an a£Hve principle ^ 
and is the fum of all that God reqpireth oft 
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man. This leads to a courfe of behavior 
which is conformable to the laws and ordi- 
nances of the fupreme King. Holy obedi- 
ence is not founded on mercenary motives, 
or flavifh fear, but fprings from a defire to 
promote the declarative glory of God. 

Great ftr^fs is laid on Chriftian praftice 
in the fcriptures : John xiv. 23. jfefus an* 
Jweredy and f aid unto him^ If aman Icve me, 
he will keep my^ words ; and my Father will 
love him^ and we will come unto him, and make 
our abode with him. No profeffion of love 
is of any worth which is not accompanied 
with obedience to the divine wilL He pro- . 
feffes in vain to know God, who does not 
obey his laws. He tbatfaithj I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments^ is a liar, and 
the truth is 7iot in him.* We place no depend* 
ance on the higheft profeffions of friend fliip, 
. when they are not accompanied with a cor- 
refponding behaviour. Let a man declare 
to us .with never fo much warmth of expref- . 
fion that he is attached to our perfon and 
intereft, we give no credit to his words, if 
he conftantly employs every art, and adopts 
every method, in his power, to vilify our 
reputation, and to rob us of all that we hold 
dear in life. Nor can we look upon one in 

^ * I John ii. 4* 
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aftif other light than that of an enemy, who^ 
can hear us traduced, or fee an injury done 
us, without mamfefting any regret. The 
abfurdity would be no* IdTs glaring to confid-r 
er perfon» as the^ friends and fervants of the 
Moft High, who, whatever profeffions of 
tove they may' make, join in their pradice 
witli^ his open enemies', in dtflionoring his^ 
itmie, and d^fpifing his kingdom. Though' 
creatures can neither defeat, nor difappoint,. 
the fupreme Ruler, their rebellion carries- 
no lefs guilt in it^ thsmif itcouldaccomplifh' 
itswifhes. We may add, that the infinite* 
fbperiority of the Creator to his creatures^, 
in connexion with his holy cbarader, raifes- 
the guilt of fin to a height which exceeds* 
al} human calculation. 

Holy obedience hath refpe£l to alt GodV 
commandments. If we love him we ihall 
feel a reverence for his name, when we pro«" 
nounce it with our lips ; not indulging our* 
felves in appealing to him to give energy to 
trifling difcourfe, nor in imprecating his ven« 
geance on ourfelves, or on others. God's 
people,, iti all ages^ have called thefabbatb a^ 
deti^hty and have honored him on that day,.. 
by attending on the public ordinances of his > 
s^pointment. It hai» been painful to them^ 
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to be detained from his houfe, and the 
means of inftrudion, or quickening, which 
he hath inftituted. Prayer is the breath of 
thofe who are born again. They attend 
to this in their houfes and in the fanduary. 
They maintain fecret prayer. *' Love reigning 
in the heart inclines to the praftice of the 
various relative and focial duties. We can- 
not be under the government of this holy 
principle, and difregard juftice, mercy, 
truth, and the other virtues which are im- 
plied in the love of our neighbor. The 
knavery, the unmerciful temper, the back- 
biting, tHe falihood, the covetoufnefs* and 
the envy which have appeared in fome high 
profeffors, have brought great reproach up- 
on Chriftianity, and have given occalion 
to its enemies to blafpheme. If we be un- 
der the influence of the pure and benevolent 
fpirit of the gofpel we fliall renounce thefe, 
and all other vices, and (hall praftife the 6p- 
po/ite virtues. In our treatment of our 
neighbor we fhall keep in mind the rule 
which our Saviour hath given to us, in Matth. 
vii. 12. Therefore all things whatfoever ye 
would that men fhotdddo to you^ do ye even fo 
io them : for this is the law and the prophets^ 

Wh£re Chriftian love reigns, an ardent 
defire is felt to diffufe a fpirit of peace and 

' j 

I 
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friendfhip through families, neighborhoods^ 
communities, and the v^hole world of man-* 
kind. It reftrains the furious and malig- 
nant paffions. It excites to a winning and en- 
gaging behavior, and that diflfufive good- 
nefs, which fpreads itfelf on every fide ; 
refembling the gentle yet overflowing ftream, 
which fertilizes the neighboring fields. It 
fuppreiTes unchafte defires, and intemperate 
indulgencies, and regulates the animal ap- 
petites by the ftandard of true wifdom. The 
gofpel is every way calculs^ted to make men 
wife and happy, and to carry their focial 
nature to its higheft perfeftion. 

If we are the fubjeds of the new birth, 
we (hall labor to cleanfe ourfehes from allJUthi* 
nefs of thefkjh andfpirit^ perfeding holinefs in 
the fear of God. We fliall not take the lib- 
erty to pafs by fome of the commands of 
God, and feleft only a few to be carried inta 
our praftice ; but we fhall regard the di- : 
vine authority in all the laws given by the 
great Head of the church, and difcover by 
the manner in which we fpend life, that 
none of his injunctions are grievous to us* 
We fhall unite with the pious Pfalmift, In 
his addrefs unto Jehovah, t'Ook thou upon me^ 
and be merciful unto me^ as thou tjfeji to do unto 
thofe that love thy name. Order myjieps in thy 



njmrd; and lit^mlMyi imyuUy 6m>e tfooinkiK 
over me:*^ 

It is written in i John iii* 9, Wh$Joen)er 
is Bom of God doth not commit Jin ; for his feed 
reniaintthin him : and be cannot Jiny. hecaife he 
is horn rf God. Thefe words cannot mean 
tbat the regenerate are carried beyond the 
poflibility of finning, or that any of them- 
arrive at finlefs perfeSEion, in the prefent 
ft ate. Good men have done very evil things. 
Who can fay J I have made my heart clean^ lam ' 
pure from my Jin f\ They are fecured againft 
committing the unpardonable fin, and a- 
gainft habitually indulging any fin. As in 
the infant there are all the members df the 
fall grown many fa in thechildren of God 
there are all pai ts of the Cbriftian chara£ker' 
ia a fmali degree ; ai»d a foundation is laid 
by the grace of God for them to tOTctt%mt\p 
afferfedt ntan, unto^ themeqfure of ihe^fiaiure (f 
the ftdnjs of Chrjk There is no one fin- 
which the Chriflian allows himfelf to prac- 
tife^ nor one luft which he fparesf^ though 
faefinneth daily ^ aAd even while he isattei^ 
i»g to all the forms of dtrty. He ftrives- to 
mortify every fin, and prays God todifcov- 
er to }km his^ fecret fauksi Wifh the apo^ 
tie he de^ghtfth in the law ol^God after tii^ 
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inward man, and fees at the fame Ximt anoib* 
er law in his members warring again/i the law 
of his mindf and bringing him into captivity to 
the law ofjin^ which is in his members* 

There is fomething in the ftate of the 
Chriftian while on earth, that is different 
from what we can find in any other creature 
in any world. The inhabitants of heaven 
are perfeftly holy j the inhabitants of hell 
are wholly given up of God to their fins, 
and to endure his wrath ; the unregenerate 
in this world have no holinefs in their hearts : 
But when we look to the Chriftian, we find 
one who has fomething of holinefs, and the 
remains of fin yet continuing in him/ The 
old man is crucified, but the new man has 
not yet prevailed to his complete removal. 
Every believer of much age, can fay with ^ 
the apoftle— Ti&tf / which I do, I allow not ; 
for what I would^ that do I not ; but what I 
hate, that do /.* Enigmatical as this repre- 
fentation may feem, it is familiar to the ex- 
perience of all who have long been in the ^ 
Chriftian warfare. 

As the heavens are higher than the earthy 
fo are the Lord's ways higher than our ways, 
and his thoughts than our thoughts. It . 
might appear to us beft that when any are 

* Rom, vii. i$* 
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bora again, they ikould in the^fame inftant 
be wholly freed from moral evil, and be 
made a& pure as^ are the faints in heaven.. 
But it is. the plaaof infinite wifdom to tram 
up men from a fmall beginning of holinefs, 
conipared to a grain of muftard feed, for 
the ftate ©f perfed* purity and joy. Divine 
grace is wonderfully, difplayed in keeping 
aUve the fmall degree of holy love implant- 
ed iii regeneration. Who but a God* of' 
Almighty power could preferve this, amidftf 
fo much remaining corruption,^ andcaufeit. 
td grow up to-a.uate of maturity ?' ChriC 
tians by comparing fin and holinefs together 
in themfclves, fee their oppolite natures in 
a more (triking manner y and are more 
deeply impreffled with the beliief, that their 
fsllvatiori from beginning to endi is effeft'ed: 
by tfie free and fovereign mercy of God, 
On the riches of divine grace they daily, 
mediiate. They have begun to dwell' on a. 
theme which will appear more and more 
marvellous the longer they live. They can- 
not exhauft the fubjeft — ^they will dwell; 
upon it with admiration and praife to cter- 
nity. Ta'ib0-^onbpmf& God cur' Shvmr^ be 
ghry and' mcgBjlyy dwmmmimd p&uwr^ Aab 
mtv sndewr. Aisen; 
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'^Pbe^Charaacr of the Aegenerate ; ortrae 
^Reltgion dtftinguiflitd ftom ^Ife. 



'•^ErarfHe^t'kvab is bom ^G^^ and 
"^itwwetihCod. 



TIE leading exercifes of Chriftian love, 
^aiid its 'kifluence on ibe temper and 
^cosdnfft of the r^nerate^ were confider^ 
4n the laift difcourie. .In a review of the 
.febjefi weare taught, 

I. That tbie love which has private .iQr 
^rfonal h^^toeis for its fupreme obju^^t, U 
eSentially different from the love which is 
the ffuiti^f i the HolysJBpitit. . 
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Our private happinefs is of as much 
worth as that of any other creature who is 
pofTeffed of the fame degree of intelligent 
exiltence } and ought to be prized and pur- 
fued by us in fubordination to the glory of 
God, and the faapppinefs of his moral king- 
dom. The only way of fecuring real hap- 
. pinefs to ourfelves, is to feel fatisfied 
with our proper place in the fyftem, and to 
be governed by that temper which, corref- 
ponds with our relations to God and to our 
fellow-creatures. Under the dominion of 
fuch exercifes of heart, wefhail, according 
to our finite capacity, enjoy all the happi- 
nefs in the kingdom of God. Hence faith 
the apoftle, when writing to his Chriftiaa 
brethren — All things are yours ; whether Paul^ 
' or Apolhs^ or Cephas^ or the worlds or life^ 
^r deaths or things prefent^ or things to come ; 
all are yours ; and ye are ChriJP 5 ; andChri/i 
is God*s.* 

All unfanftified men love themfelves 
fupremely ; and the whole of their affe£lion 
.^towards God is grounded on the belief, or 
hope, that he will make them .happy. 
Chrift declareth in his fermon on the mount. 
For if ye love them *who love you^ what reward 
have ye f do not even the Publicans the fame ?\ 

* z Cor. ill. %ip %%f %y t Matth. ?. 46. 



Hypocrites may have a high detree of re- 
ligious joy, ot the felfifli kincL The Ul 
raelites fang God's praife at the red fea ; 
but foon forgat his works. When Chrift 
rode in triumph into Jerufalem, a vaft croud 
of people, cried^ fayi^S^ Hofentia to the Sw 
rf David; Bleffed is be tbst €$meth in the 
name rf the Lord : Hefsfnna in the hi^heftfi 
Within a fhort time aner, they joined in the 
cry againft the benevolent Saviour, Cruc^ 
hkn! Crucify him! 

Thb malefador condemned tp death by 
human laws may, whep pardoned, be filf- 
led with joy, and may feel warm gratitu49 
towards the magiftrate who reprieved him, 
without the leau abhorrence of the crime 
which be had committed. He may, as hay 
fometimes been feen,^be more given to deeds 
of violence than ever. The greateft finr 
ner jnay, without a change ef heart, be ex- 
cited to a certain kind of gratitude towards 
God, and that to a high degree, from a be- 
lief that God hath fecured him from the 
torments of hell, and will make him happy 
in the eternal world. This prefumptuous 
hope is often raifed by taking hold of a text 
of fcripture brought to the mind. When 
Satan perverted a fcripture promife, to 

* Ibttfa. x». 9* 
O 
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tempt Chrift to caft himfelf down from a 
pini\acle of the temple, the Son of God re- 
filled the adverfary. Chrift's followers, by 
flrength derived from him, have been able 
to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. Bat the impenitent may fall in with 
a perverted fenfe of fcripture paffages, and 
fatally deceive themfelv^s. Were a man 
emboldened to perpetrate fome daring crime 
by pleading for his fupport the words. Wait 
on i&e Lordy be of good courage^ and be Jhall 
Jirengtben thine hearty we fhould pronounce 
him guilty of horrid prefumption. The 
hope of tnat man is as truly unwarranted 
who concludes himfelf to be delivered from 
the citrfe of the law, while he reniains in 
impenitence, becaufe fome text of f&ipture 
comes into his mind and he takes comfort 
£rom it ; fuch as Bon^ be of gooci cheer ^ thy 
Jim are forgiven thee. We have no authority . 
to be comforted by any promife made to- be- 
lievers unlefs we poffefs their charaften 
We muft be the fubjefls of evangelical re- 
pentance, or we can have no juft evidence 
that we are forgiven, and are made heirs 
according to the hope of eternal life. We 
muft firft find love to God in our hearts 
before we can know, or have the fmalleft 
reafon to conclude, that we are his children. 

It. may here be inquired in what fenfe the 
19th verfe of the context is to be under- 
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ftood. We love him, becaufe hejirji loved us. 
We may learn the meaning of thefe words 
by looking back to the 9th and loth verfcs. 
In this was mamfejied the love of God toward 
vsj becaufe that God fent his only begotten Son 
into the world, that we might live through him. 
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that 
he loved usj and fent his Son to be the propitia* 
iion for our fins* God provided a Saviour 
through the infinite love of his benevolent 
mind. If he had not done this, and feiit 
his Spirit to operate on the hearts of the 
children of men, none of them would have 
loved him, and have been faved. The love 
which is^ in the hearts of the regenerate is 
the fruit, or the effeft, of that love which 
bath exifted in the divine mind from eter- 
nity* Their hearts are not firft drawn out 
in love to God by believing that God loved 
them in particular. God loveth his chil- 
dren with the love of complacency ; becaufe 
they wear his holy image, and place their 
hearts on his Son Jefus Chrift. John xvi. 
a 7. For the Father himfelf loveth you, becaufe 
ye have laved me, and have believed that I cams 
out from God. It is very obvious that the 
love of the Father here expreffed, is differ- 
ent from the benevolence which he exerci- 
feth towards mankind at large. When any 
unregenerate perfons love God from a be- 
lief that he loveth them in the fame fenfe iu 



which he loveth his own cUIdroi^ they hew 
lieve a falfehood*^ The regenerate feel a 
love to Ciod for the exceUencies <^ his n^^ 
ture. The divine charafter is the firft and 
the h^h^ ob^ed of their love. Who^ 
they contempilate the condad of the Moft 
High in providing a ranfbm for them while 
tk^ were his eaemiies, they admire his'di& 
int^efted love» but they do not believe that 
he delighted in their diarader while the]p 
were hi$ enames. If the hearts of any are 
firft melted into love from the belief that 
they (hall not perifli^ thdr love is felfiibnds 
«t bottom, and they are far from the ktng*^ 
dom erf God. 

SoMB have affirmed that iinners love God 
when they have a full perfuafion that he 
juftifieth the ungodly through the atone- 
ment ; becaufe this faith relieves their con- 
fciences from guilt. This fcheme fuppofes 
that holy love originates in felfiflmefs, and 
that God juftifieth an impenitent finner. 
The exercifes of heart which harmonize 
with this fcheme have no holinefs in them, 
and therefore cannot be approved by infi- 
nite nurity. It is true that when any one 
is juRified on the plan of the gofpel, he is 
ungodly \sl the eye of the law, becaufe he 
fa^ls very far ihort of its requirements ; but 
it is at the fame time true that juftifying £uth 
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involves m its nature the fame kind of love* 
which the law requires. The love of God 
implanted in the hearts of believers is ex- 
preffed in repentance, and iii many other 
ways which had not been poflible if xata 
had not finned ; but the nature of holy 
love i&the fame under the covenant of grace,* 
as under the covenant of works. 

All falfe religions, of whatever name,^ 
or appearance, are built on a felfifh founda- 
tion, and gratify a proud heart. The worft^ 
of men, who acknowledge the exiftence of 
a God, are willing to believe that he is too 
merciful topunilh them, and that all his at- 
tributes are pledged to fave them from hell. 
Some flatter themfelves with the hope that 
if they keep tRemfelVes from external vices, 
and maintain a decency of behaviour, they 
fhall be faved. Others expeft to find favor 
in the fight of God by a momentary relent- 
iixg near the clofe of a wicked life, and by 
repairing to the divine mercy when they' 
can no longer enjoy the pleafures of fin. 
Thefe petfons are aftuated by no better mo- 
tives than Joab was when he fled unto the 
tabernacle of the Lord, and caught hold on 
the horns of the altar, to efcape that death 
which he had merited by his crimes. ^ Their 
prefumptuous hope will be as vain a$&^ was^ 
O2 
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in ihe dsujr of ^ Lord's, vengetfce. There: 
are others who truft i» ht|^&flig)its o£ i^ 
giaus a feft ioa s ^ arifi^ &om a eonfideitt be*^ 
ue£ that they are epn^rted, aftdihall^ tOr 
heaven^ wlue th^ discover allthebities* 
nds o£ party zeaf, ^idfesrha^^areasct^ 
dtute of exterm^ sioralil]! a» ihey ate-cf 
ChrifHian meekntfai Hy|poeritetf may he 
vrilling x% deny themfelves in many things, 
for the fekeof bdhgmade happy. They 
may, like the ancient Fhartfees, take upon 
dtemfefires mach labor^ and pradife great 
iaafterities in dieir religion^ to foothe tktsxk 
in their indulgence of a favorite luft. Thef 
maybe willing to fuffer for a while, from a 
be&ef that they ihair receive compenfation 
hereafter ; like as the mifer may choofe to 
dreg in mean apparel, and to feed on eoarfe 
food^ for the tik& of increafinghis riches.— » 
Time would fail even to hint at the various 
courfes that run into the broad road which 
leadeth to deffrudtion. 

The Chriffian meth uphimf^ to God 
viibnil referve. He denteth hinilelf ;. and 
cmmtetb 4dl fUMgs but l^s far the ixalinicfjf 
tUkn^tM^ ^Cbtytjfui bhLmL I& 
fosh that tiie fuffinii^s whidi he is catkd tm 
endnte, sffe far lefs thaft hi» fina ddferve ^ 
asd bdiavet that his calamities: are neceflkry 
inthe counfels of the Moft High, to pro* 
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mote the glory of \a% great nane, and the 
haf^iaeis ef hia kingd<Mn» The Chriftian 
rc^oiceth m the ^ governisieiit kA Jehovah ^ 
and is comforted by the diTine declarations 
which prcmnfe that the Ught and momentary 
affli£tion8 of time, will work Ua the faitl^ 
^ a far more exceeding Mnd eternal v/eigbi tf 
gbrf. He doth not, lUce the h^pocrite» 
tfaiu highly of his fi^vices, or his fuffer« 
ings ; tmt views himfelf as an unprofitable 
fervant^-and laments that he exercifethfo 
little patience under his trials. The hypo- 
crite places all his religious enjoyment in 
what he fiq^fes i&^has done, or endured^ 
and in what has be^i done for bim. The 
enjoyment of the Chriftian arifes from what 
he diicovers in Goi, and in his holy king* 
dom. His love and his joy terminate onaa 
objed as much above himfelf as 'God is 
greater than man* 

2. W]B may learn from the prefent fubjeft 
why Chriftan^ have fuch a debp fenfe of die 
evil of fin. 

Th£Y have come to the lights and by this 
they behold the deformity of fin. The 
nearer they approach to God the more the^ 
fee their own vilenefr, and the ftronger is 
their defire to fie tow before turn. ^Whea 
Ifiuah, invifion, fawthe Lordfitthifi^ upon 
a throne^ high and lift^up, and wnea he 



1^6 The Charader tf Efis. 6. . 

heard the feraphinas crying one to another,- 
feying, Holj^ holy^ holy is the Lord of Hofts f 
the whole earth is full of his glory ^ the prophet 
faid, Woe is pje ! for I am undone ; becaufe 
lam a man 'of unclean lips^ and I dwell in the 
midjiof a people of unclean lips : for mine eyes 
havefcen the King^ the Lord of Hofis.^ We 
find abundantly in the fcriptures that when 
God hath made a clear^ difcovery of himfelf 
to his children, they have had a very lively 
fenfe of the evil of fin, and have been fil- 
kd withfelf-loathing. Their hearts are for- 
med on a .different fcale from that of riie 
men of the world. They are prepared to' 
view fm in as new a light a& holinefs. They 
hate fm chiefly becaufe it is committed againit 
a holy God, and is dire£tly oppofed to the 
benevolent defigns of his kingdom.* They- 
feel that fin tends to banilh all order, peace 
and happinefs from the univerfe ; and that 
they can never fufficiently abhor themfelves 
for doiiig the abominable thing which the 
Lordhateth. 

When any become renewed in the fpirit 
of their mind, they begin ip have godly, 
forrow. They look back on the tranfgref- 
fions of paft life, and pray, with the Pfalm- 
ift, long after he had devoted himfelf to the 
fervice of Jehovah, Renumber net the Jins of 

: f Ifiuah vi, 5. 
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n^ymaby mr my trMfgregkm : according U 
thy mtrcy remember tmu me^ for thy g$odnefi* 
fike^ Lord.* Paul, after his converiioa 
did not forget what he oxice was, and cosb* 
tinaed to condemn himfelf and ta mourn^ 
for his violent and cruel condu£l towards 
tfie difcipies of Jefus Chrift, to his dying 
dnj. I am the k^tftbeap^kiy that am 
fiei mM to be coHed an afojtle^ beeaufe IpiHe^ 
euiedibeeburcbrfGodA I thank Chrifi Je^ 
Jm our Lord^ who hath enaUed me^ fir uM 
be counted me faitbfidy putting me mto the mitU' 
^ry ; who was before a hk^bemer^ and m 
perfecuter^ and injurkus.'-^Tks is a faitbfid 
fayingj and worthy of all acceptation^ that 
Chr^ y^ came into the world to fdve ^ 
mrs f rf whom I am €ldef.\ 

If the religion of the gofpel were of a 
felfifli nature, the fubje& of it would ceafc 
to mourn for his pad fins, as foon as he 
fuppofed himfelf to be pardoned : But fince 
it breatheth a difinterefted fpirit, the peniN 
tent will mcreafe in godly forrow, as he 
makes progrefs in holineFs. They who are 
juilified before God on the ground of the 
atonement, mourn for fm as it expofes to 
the divine wrath ; but as their hatred of fin 
arifes from viewing it on a higher fcalethan 
their private hs^pinefs, or mifery, their ha- 

* P&Im JUCT. 7* 1 1 Cor. xt» 9« } x Tiffl«i. i%i tzt ts* 
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tred of it muft increafe as they grow in the 
knowledge of God. If this be not admit- 
ted, it will follow that the defign of Chrift 
in coming into the world to fave fmners, 
was to render them lefs deferving of pun- 
ifhment : which would make him a minif^^ 
ter of fin. Are there any of the followers 
of the Son of God in the hearing of this 
difcdvirfe, let me aflc you whether the fins 
of your pad lives are not daily before you ? 
Have you not an increafing fenfe of their 
aggravations ? Do not your views of a cru- 
cified Saviour heighten your ideas of the 
divine juftice in your endlefs puuiftiment, as 
ttiuch as of the divine mercy in your falva- 
tion ? Do you not feel yourfelves prefled in 
fpirit to confefs your fins to God, and to aik 
forgivenefs ? 

The children of God not only renew 
their repentance of their fins' while they 
were his enemies, but they are deeply hum- 
bled for their backflidings. In how many 
ways do they difhonor God? If the iniqui- 
ties which they commit were marked againft 
them, they would have the moft dreadful 
puniftimerit of any of the human race. 
They fin againft clearer light than others, 
and againft fuch manifeftations of the divine 
iove as were never known by the wicked. 
The Jaims have fomctimes fallen into fcan- 



Dis. 6. the Regenerate. 159 

dalous fins, whereby they have brought 
great reproach on the religion which they 
profefs, in the eyes of a fcoffing world. 
When they have been brought to a proper 
fenfe of what they have done, they have 
prayed with David, in Pfalm li. after his fin 
in the matter of Uriah, Have mercy upon mej 
O Gody according to thy loving-kindnefs ; ac* 
cording unto the multitude of thy tender nurcies 
blot out my tranfgrejjions. Wajh me thoroughly 
from mine iniquity ^ andcleanfe me from my fin. 
For I acknowledge my tranfgrejjions ; and my 
fin is^ ever before me. Again/i thee^ thee only 
have I finnedy and done this evil in thy ftght ; 
that thou mighteji be jujiifed when thou ffeak'- 
efiy and be clear when thou judgeji. The 
fame fpirit runs through this Pfalm. None 
can read it with an unaffeded heart, when' 
they feel lively forrow on account of their 
backflidings; When Chrift turned and 
looked upon Peter after he had thrice denied 
him, the heart of that difciple was deeply 
wounded, as he recalled the warnings which 
he had received a few hours before from his 
Lord, and as he refledked how awfully he 
had fallen ; he would no longer continue 
Jn his wickednefs, but weiit out^ and wept 
bitterly. 

The prefent forrow of God's people is 
neceflary, to imbitter fin to them, to increafe 
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fheir watchfolnefs, to teaeh them their de- 
pendance on foTerdgn raercj^ and to pre* 
pare them for the world of perfeA holineft 
and joy. 

^ Ths fubjed te which we have been 
attending, points out the way in which the 
children of God^are to get evidence, that 
they belong to Kis family. 

WoiTLD you, brethren, be fatisfied that 

£>u are new creaturet, be under the lively 
fluence of Chriftian love. Remember the 
words reco^ed in i John iii. i8-^2i. Mj 
Uttle children^ let us net love in wcrd^ neith^ 
m tongae ; but in deedy and in truth. And 
hereby we know that we are of the truths and 
Jhattaffure our hearts before him. For if our 
heart condemn usy God is greater than our 
hearty and knowetb ail things. Beto^ed^ if 
our heart condemn us not, tlnn have we coi^ 
dence toward God. Attend to the rules of 
trial laid down in the 13th and i8th verfes 
of the context. Hereby know we that we 
dwell in himj.and he in usj becanfe he hath 
pven us of bis Spirit. There is no fear in 
love; but perfeB love cq/leth out fear : becatfi - 
Jestr hath torment. He thatfeareth is not made 
perfect in love. By the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit in the hearts of the regenerate, 
tiiey become the fub3e£):s of a filial fear of 
Cod. The fear which is caft out is that 
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flavifh fear which operates on the minds o£ 
the wicked, when their confcicnces . are 
awake, and they tremble, and feek to hide 
themfelves fromthe prefence of the Lord j^ 
as did our firft parents, on this day of their 
apoilacy, when they heai^dhis voice in the 
garden* If you find the prefent influence 
of a childlike fear ctf God on your hearts, 
you have prefent evidence that you are bora 
again. No one is cheered by Chriftian hope 
while in a flothful frame. Divine coufola-v 
tion is fouad only in , a feafon of diligence 
in performing the duties of the heavenly^ 
calling. Brethren, give diligence to make your 
calling and eleflion jure^ Add to yeur faitb^ 
virtue ; and to virtue, knowledge ; and to 
knowledge, temperance ; and to temperance-^ 
patience ; xind to patience^: godlinefs ; and ta 
godlinejsy brotherly kindnefs ; and to brotherly 
kindnefs, charity. For if thtfe things be in you, 
and abound, they make you that ye jhallneither 
be barren, nor ^ unfruitful in the knowledge of 
our Lord Jefus ChriJiJ^ ■ ' . 

iiTHE felfexamiiiation enjoined in the 
fcriptures, implies a prefent approach unto 
God, while the heart is compared with his. 
word. If you fijid that you love his char-; 
after as there drawn, you will have a wit-* 

* % Peter i. 
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nefs in yourfelves that you beliete on bis 
Son. None but hypocrites can feeifatisfkd 
with pafl attainments* They may be con& 
dent that their flate is good, even while 
they confefs that their hearts zxe, cold in. re« 
Ikion* Ghriftiana cannot fieel any affuranci& 
w hope, while they continue in a carele& 
firame* In tbia ftat« they will derive^ njo» 
Gomfoit^ by adverting to any teft of gra- 
cious fincerity which i$ to be foimd in the 
Bible. 

GoD^sr children wiU be^ recovered from 
their lapfes, becaufe he hath promifed tp 
keep them by his power^through faith, un^ 
fidvatron ; but they will enjoy no peace un- 
tiil they retread the fleps by which they wan- 
d^red ftom truth, or duty. When they 
turn to folly, the Lord will v^ti their iranf^ 
frejffms with the rod^ fmi their iniquity with 
Jhripes ; but when they return by repentance 
6^om their backflidings, he will jnake them 
to hear joy andgladmfs ; tha^ the boms whkb 
be hath broken may rejoice. The Lord's peo- 
^e in returning unto him will find their 
nope to brighten : and in fuch revivals they 
can look back with pleafure^cm the paft da]^ 
in which they enjoyed the light of his coun- 
tenance ; an4 their hope will be jftrength- 
ened ^y the retrofpeft. 

Christjans, you are not to make com- 



foTt, but conformity to God, the firft am! 
higheft objeft of your purfuh. Now bow 
yourfelves before God— ^xe; humbly and 
penitently feek his favor — ^and now delight 
in the honor of his name, and in the happi* 
nefs of his kingdom, and you will fimd thsft 
peace in your fouls which is evidential of 
your adoption. When you draw the near* 
eft to God you will think the leaft of your 
perfonal happinefs ; yet in thefe feafons therfr 
will be the higheft proof that you are heira 
of heaven. In the happy moments whett 
you enjoy fweet commumon with your heav- 
enly Father, you will find that you cal 
fay with Thomas, My Lord^ and my Godf 
When you al-e confcious of fuch exercifei 
of heart towards him, what other evidence 
do you need that you belong to his family ? 
Can you wifti for a fecret whifper front 
above, to tell you that your names are writ- 
ten in. the Lamb's book of life? or that a 
holy angel fliould be fent from before the 
throne of God, to give you this informa- 
tion ? Impulfes and ftiggeftions are, at beft, 
but a part of the wood, hay, and ftubble, 
which will be burnt up in the day of the 
Lord. They are delufory and dangerous. 
They expofe perfons to be carried about with 
every wind ofdoBrine^ and to be led aftray by 
every artful impoftor. Thofe who are much 
influenced by impulfes and fuggeftions^ ei«r 
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ther are ignorant of the nature of godlinefs, 
or have little knowledge of its doftrines. 
Brethren, grow in conformity to God's ho- 
ly nature and mW^ and you will have fatis*- 
faftory proof that you are his children. 
Would you know the jpy of God's falvation, 
wander not from his commandments* An 
able writer on Experimental. Religion t ob- 
ferves, " It is heaven .to cleave to him in 
*' every command ; it is death to depart 
^** from any command ; Hereby know we that 
" we are in him. If it were poffibleto afk 
^*.of the angels, how they kniow they, are 
*' not devils, they would anfwer, the Lord's 
*> Willis ours. So here, howdo you know 
** you have not the nature of devils, and 
^' fointhe ftateof devils, bound there *till 
" the judgment of the great day ? Becaufe 
*' God hath changed our vile natures, and 
^* made our wills like untohis glorious will/' 

The apoftle fpeaketh of the Wiinefs of the 
Spirit^ in Rom. viii. i6. Thefpirititfelfbear^ 
eth wiinefs with ourjpiritj that we are the chiU 
dren of God. 3y this cannot be meant, that 
the Holy Ghoft maketh an immediate dec- 
laration to the believer's mind that he fliall 
be faved. The witnefs is mediate — ^it is 
through the medium of the holy temper 
implanted, that the teftimony is given. 

* Shepard. 
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ilolie €!xG€?p^ belict^rs will be faved ITie 
spirit of God cannot contradiA this. If he 
did he iKTouM fpeak an oppofite language to 
the minds of men, from that which he fpeaic^ 
eth in the fcriptures* The heart muft be 
renewed, before any can have it witnefled 
to their confciences by the Holy Spirit, that 
they are the children of God. The witnefs 
of the fpirit, in the verfe quoted, is the 
fame with that which is mentioned in the 
two verfes next preceding. For as many as are 
led by the ffirit rf God^ they are thefonstfGo^. 
Ferye have not recevuedthefpirit of bondage d^ ■ 
gain to fear ; but ye have received the fpirit of 
adoption^ whereby we cry^ Abba^ Father. 
When Chriftians are fully convinced that 
they can, with a filial temper, draw nigh to 
God, they have evidence that the Holy 
Ghofl hath renewed their hearts. Would 
you know whether you love your earthly 
friends, you muft have recourfe to your tem- 
per and conduCl towards them. Would 
you know whether you are the friends qf 
God, and confequently whether you are - 
heirs of glory, look into your hearts and 
lives, and inquire whether you feel and a£t' 
like Chriftians. As far as you find conform-- 
ity to God, fo far you have caufe to con- 
clude that you are members of his holy 
kingdom. — ^In this place we may fee why; ^ 
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Ghriftians have fo little evidence of their ef- 
fedual calling. They have but a fmall de« 
gree of holinefs, and therefore can exped 
but a fmall degree of alTurance. 

We read oiihe full ajfurance of hope ^* and 
the full ajfurance of fa\ih.\ We are not to 
underftand by either of thefeexpreffioris, 
that there is a promife that the hope of any 
believer will be fo ftrong, as in no inftance 
to be weakened by dpubt. The foundation 
of Chriflian faith and hope is immoveable ; 
but the hope of Ghriftians with refpeft to 
their building on this foundation, maybe, 
and often is, ftiaken. There is nothing faid 
in the fcriptures which implies that they are 
fecured from this. The hope of thofe Ghrif- 
tians has been brightefl: who have been caft 
into the furnace of afHifbion, or who have 
been called to feal their faith with their blood. 
If you are looking for the affurance of faith, 
and to have it abide in your hearts, you will 
be difappointed if it be not your firft: and 
conftant labor, to devote yourfelves wholly 
to God, and if your private happinefs do 
not appear very fmall in your eyes, when 
compared to the glory of his nam^e and king* 
dom. Firmly refolve in the ftrength of the 
Lord, that whether you live, or die, you 
will live and die unto him. Let your daily 

f Heb. Ti. xz» t Heb. z* ta^ 
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practice correfpond with this dedication, and 
you will have comfortable evidence, if not 
the full aflurance of hope, that you will re- 
ceive a crown of life. 

We may difcover confummate wifdom 
and goodnefs in the plan of divine grace. 
The comfort of Chriftians depends on their 
living near to God. It appcztts every way 
beft that they fliould be in trouble after be- 
coming lukewarm, or worldly; and that 
their enjoyment Ihould be no greater than 
their conformity. They are not prepared 
for high and uninterrupted confolation in 
the prefent world. They will have as clear 
evidence of their title to the tree of life, as 
they are fitted to receive ; and this evidence 
will, in mod inftances, be proportioned to 
their fanftification. There are fome excep-, 
tions from the general rule lad mentioned. 
I will notice the principal ones. 

Thbrb are fome Chriftians whofe afTu^- 
rance falls below their fandification, in con- 
fequence of wrong doftrinal conceptions. 
They may fuppofe that the full affurance of 
hope is not attainable ; or they may blend 
imaginary notions with their faith ; or they 
may believe that if aflurance be once obtain- 
ed, it muil be permanent. Such miftakes 
as thefe will operate againft difcerning the 
evidence, which they otherwife might, in 
iavor of their gracious fmcerity. 



i68 TheCimraaa^vf Dis. 6. 

SoMB ChrHlians have lefs afTur^ce 
than others of the fame degree of hblind's,^ 
by reason of mekii^holy^ ot temptatiom. 
Their views are clouded by thefe things^ 
and they are ready to conclude that they 
have never put on the new man* When 
pious perfons arg inclined, either from a 
particular mental caft, or the glooms which 
arife from bodily diforders, to dwell wholly 
on the dark fide of things, they are pecul- 
iarly expofed to the fiery darts of Satan; 
and to be driven to the Dorders of defpair. 
While Chriftian friends think favorably of 
their ftate, the unhappy perfons will admit 
no confolation. They are much to be pit- 
ied, and great Ikill is requifite in the treat- 
ment of them. Chriftian tendernefs and ' 
wifdom are to be employed, in attempting . 
to prevent the bruifed reed from being bro- 
ken, and the fmoking flax from being * 
quenched. Thofe Chriftians who have been 
thrown into great darknefs; have fometimes 
emerged from it into veiy clear light, lad 
have been made highly ufeful in cOiirforting 

others. 

- * « 

Though Chriftians are actuated by a 
common ipirit, a great variety is to be feen 
in the outward expreffions of their love. 
Hence, each one hath hh particular crofs to 
take u{)t^ whoi he conunences a follower of 
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the Son of God. Religion will operate on 
perfons very much according to their par- 
ticular turn of mind. They will, when un- 
der it3 influence, other things being equal, 
put on different appearances, as they are 
conftitutionally inclined ta be cheerful, or 
gloomy ; bold, or timid ; confident, or 
doubtful ; warm, or fedate. It is import- 
ant to attend ^to this variety of tempers, to 
avoid cenforioufnefs, and for the fake of 
being prepared both to receive, and to ad- 
minifter, fuitable" brotherly admonition. 
While every charitable allowance is to be 
madis on the ground which has been men- 
tioned, it is to be remembered that holy 
love will incline perfons of whatever mental 
complexion, to purity of heart and life, 
and to be friends to the decency and order 
•required by the gofpel.* 

^ When the paffions become bdiilerousy the mind is in 
a very unlit date for ierioue reHe^ion. After the fianer 
IS alarmed^ his miiid is in the heft flate to attend to di- 
vine truth when it is fokmnized by a deep and fteady 
conviaion of the nature and eviJ of*^ fin, and of the ne- 
ceffity of being reconciled to God. If public teachers 
make it their chief aim to addrefs the paifions^ they are 
either ignorant of the ftruAure of the human mina^ or 
they are driving to promote fome ioterefl very different 
from the converiion of fouls to God. The revival ef 
Religion in many towns inNEW-ENGLAND^ in 17989 aid 
1799, has been uncommonly free from bodily dutortions 
and outcries. It is not to be fuppofed that all the vifible 
converts are real ones, but this religious appearance has 
been very promifing. They who have profeffed to be 
the fubje^s of this work| have^ in generali avoided •pen* 
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Sometimes Chriftians of high impToVc- 
iftelits m holiiiefs, and who enjoy propor* 
tionable afluraince, are fo intent in looking 
on the corruptions of their hearts, that it 

ing their internal exercifes in premifcuous coIIeAions. 
The telKng of experiences Iwfs not been the bufinefs d 
tjiofe reHgious meetings in v^tck perionsjof yartouschftr- 
adlers are drawn together. Mr. £.d'war4sy fpeaking of 
perfoBs pubKfhing their own experiences, wkhout regard 
to time, pkce, occafion, or company, attrais much prac^- 
tifed in the revival of i74i> and 174a, obfcives— " I rouft 
<' confefsy this is a pra^ice that appears to me attended 
•* wieh many inconveniences, yea, big vitk m%hieis. 
^* Theabanoam trial of this method lately made, and 
^< the larjge experience we have had of the t^iX conie- 
•* quence's of it, is enough to putailfober aiid judicioCis 
•* people forever ont^of coofcelt of it.— Hot that * I cofl^ 
<< deinDy but gjrea^y approve of pet£>ns fpeakidg fom^ 
•* times of their religious experiences ia private conver- 
** fation, to proper perfons and on proper occafiGms,\vi<li 
** modefty and difcretian, when the glory of Cods ^d 
^* the benefit or juH fatisfa^ion of others require it of 
" them.** Hafnble inquiry concerning the qualifications 
requilite to a complete ilanding, a^d hiU comm&nion, in 
the vifible Chriitian church, firft publifhed in 1749. 
Edit, I. p. 134, i35« 

The feb)e<afs of the l^te work in New-England, have 
fr«ely opened the cxterdfes of tteir minds to their teach- 
trs^ and other Chriftian frrewds ; and have very generally 
avoided the error whith Mr. Ednuards expoles. They 
have ftot been confident of their converfion ; and have 
been inquifidve to team the diiUnguifhing nature of leal 
piety. They have been difpofed to make the BiWe their 
Rudy ; in which they have been not a little affifled Iw 
fnakin^ fome portion of fcripture the theme of die dfi- 
course m religious conferences. They have not appeared 
forward in profefBng refigion ; nor have they been wil^ 
ling to refrain from it. They, in geneml, maintaiftfo- 
bricty in theif lives. I am fenfibls that tlveir faturc per- 
fevenng holy walk, will afford the befl evide)ice<^ their 
Btadoos fetferity. Let tlicm remember this. 



fisemeth to th^n for a feafoo, hardly poffible 
that they {hould be the fubje^ts of faviog 
Imowkdge. He who is mour^ntng for hia 
fins, in the exercife of godly forrow, may 
eaidaimy ^^ I fear thai my "will was neverr 
^^ bowed to the divijie, will ! Is it poilibla 
'^ that fuch a fioner as I am can belong to. 
*^ the fiimily of the Redeemer ! I have not 
*' a word to fay againft thejufticeof God^ 
** if he fend me to hell ! OMrd/thy giov^ 
^* ernment is perfeft ! May thy great an4 
^ holy name be magnified forever ! I ajk 
^ forgiVenefe for Chrift'sfsJte^becaufethoii* 
^ caiut glorify thyfelf in pardoning the 
*^ chief of finner^ through his atoning 
^* blood ! Should I be faved^ what a won- 
^* derful monument of thy rich and fove- 
^ reign grace fhall I be ! Under whatinfi* 
^ nite obligation ftall I be, to eternity, to 
^ unite in the fong, Wofihy is tbe Lamb that 
" wasjlamio receive power^ and. ricbes^ and 
^ wifdam^ andi/iren^y and hommr^ tmdgl^ 
^ rjv and blcffktg /" Do you not, brethren* 
find peace following tiiofe feafons when yoit 
can thus confefs to God, and thus lift up 
your heartsito him ? Can you not adopt the 
language of his people, ia ancient days^ 
The Lard is my p»iion^ faith my foul ; tbfirth. 
fyremtll bc^mhim ?^ 

* Lamest, ill. ^|. 
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Ye followers of Jefus Chrift, remember 
hh^ying charge, Watch and pray ^ that yeeiu 
fer not into temptation. The longer you live, 
the more you will be impreffed with the im- 
portance of taking unto you the whole armour 
rf God^ that ye may be able to withjiand in the 
evil day^ and having dohe all tojland. Standi 
therefor e^ having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breq^-plate of right* 
eoufnefsj and your feet fhod with the prepared- 
tionojf the gof pel (f peace : Above all, taking the 
fhield of faith, wherewith ye Jhall be Me to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And 
take the helmet of falvation, and the fword of 
the fpirit^ which is the word of God ,• Praying 
always with all prayer and fupplication in the 
fpirit, and watching thereunto with allperfe*ue* 
ranee and fupplication for all faints."^ While 
you are lupplicating for the whole of Chrift's 
family on the earth, pray fervently for his 
minifters in particular, that utterance may 
be given unto them, that they may open 
their mouths boldly, to make known the 
myftery of the golpel. Arife, and trim 
your lamps ; let them always fhine brightly, 
and give a clear light in. midft of the dark- 
nefs of the prefent world. Be ready at all 
times for the coming of your Lord and Maf- 
ter. Acquaint )ipurfelves abundantly with 
the dodtrines of the Bible. Study this holy 
* Ephes. vi. 13—18. 
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ix>ok vkh diligence and prayer. Guard 
againft an unfleady, wavering temper ^ an4 
jimlulge not a vaih curiofity in liftening to the 
endlefs variety of opinions. With a hum* 
bte, a meek, and a devout temper, fearch 
the fcriptures to difgover what form of wor- 
fhip God requireth ; and when you are fat« 
isfied, run not from denomination to denom- 
ination ; either becaufe there are things 
amifs in the people of your own, or becaufe 
you may have a good opinion of fome in- 
dividuals who belong to other denominations 
of Chriftians. Your growth in grace, and 
your influence, will be greatly obftrufted, 
if you are actuated by a temper which is di« 
ther capricious, or triflings efpecially in a 
matter which relates to the God whom you 
openly profefs to love and adore. Unbe- 
lievers will be ftrengthened in their rejeftion 
of the gofpel, if they difcover iil you an un- 
liable mind ; and they will fortify them- 
felves in that ftrong hold of Satan to which 
many fly for refoge at the prefent time, vit* 
" That faith has no certain foundation : of 
^' that any creed is made good by believingl 
** it/' Brethren, you all abhor this infidel 
fentiment. "You know that no fuch leffon 
was ever taught in the fchool of Chrifl:. 
As you love him, and the fcmls of finners, 
beware of doing any thing wftich tends to 
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ftrengthen the hands of the wicked, and to 
make the kingdom of your Lord appear con- 
temptible in the eyes of bis enemies. Be 
faithful in your refpeftive places, in promo- 
ting the caufe of the Redeemer. Let it lie 
near your hearts j and withhold no exer- 
tions in your power, and ftirink from no fuf- 
ferings, for its advancement. Be ever rea- 
dy to perform the offices which Chriftian 
benevolence didates, to all your fellow mor- 
tals, as opportunities prefent. Feel for the 
flock of God. — ^Be kind to its members. — 
Rejoice in their confolation. — Recal them 
when wandering.-!— Comfort them in their 
forrows." — Relieve their wants according to 
your ability. — Feed the hungry and clothe 
the naked : And make it manifeft by your 
wholeconduft that your treafure is in heaven. 

God hath called you to glory and virtue : 
Be obedient to his will in all things. Prac- 
tife all the duties which are included in love 
to God and our neighbour. I befeech you^ 
therefore^ brethren^ by the mercies of God^ that 
ye prefent your bodies a living facrifice^ holy^ 
acceptable unto God, which is your reafonable 
fervice. And be not conformed to this world : 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of ymr 
mindy that ye may prove what is that goody emd 
acceptabky and perfed wilt of God** The 

* Rom. »• I. a. 
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more you abound in the fruits of righteoul^ 
nefs, the more eafy and pleafant will be your 
labor, and the brighter will be the evidence 
that you are under the dominion of that ho- 
ly love, which forms the charafter of thofe 
who are born of God. Now the God of hope 
Jill you with all joy and peace in believing^ that 
ye may abound in hope^ through the power of the 
HolyGhoJi.* 

4« Having confidered the nature, necef- 
fity. Author, and fruits of Regeneration, 
let us in concluding the fubjed, contemplate 
for a moment, the happinefs of the heaven- 
ly ftate— of that kingdom of glory which 
is the final portion of all who are bom of 
God. 

The reft which remaineth for the people 
of God, is very imperfe£lly underflood by 
them in the prefent life. For we know in 
parti andweprophefyinpart. But when that 
which isperfeil is come^ then that which is in 
part Jhall be done away. When I was a child 
I /pake as a child^ I underjiood as a child ^ I 
thought as a child ; but when I became a man^ 
I put away childijh things. For now we fee 
through a glafs darkly ; but then face to face : 
now I know in part ; but thenfhall I know even 
as alfolam known.\ The difference between 
the fdnts on eartb, and the faints in glory, 
* Rom. XV. \i. t I Cor. xiii. ^— 1». 



176 The CharaSkr of Dis. 6. 

is very great. The former cannot view the 
kingdom of God in the fame clear light, as 
do the fpirits of juft men made perfed« 
There is a fmall beginning of heaven in the 
heart of every one who has paffed through 
the new birth. He hath chofen the Lord 
for his portion, and he dcfires the enjoyment 
of him above all things. He hath had a 
foretafte of the heavenly inheritance, and 
while in the earthly houfe of this tabernacle 
he fometimes groans, earneftly defiring to 
be clothed upon with his houfe which is from 
heaven. Doubtful as the Chriftian may be 
of his ownftate, there isimj^anted within 
him a holy love which prefers being prefent 
with the Lord to a continuance in the flefh. 

The death of believers is an inlet to ever- 
lafiing joys. When the foul is diflodged 
from the body their eyes are inftantly opened 
upon the world of glory. Now they are de- 
livered from fin and forrow,and they behold 
Chrift without the medium of faith. Now 
they realize the performance of his gracious 
words, In my Father^ s hotffe are many man/iom: 
^it were not fti^ I would have told you. Ig^t$ 
prepare a place for you* And if I^o andpre^ 
par^aplaceforyou^ IwUlcomeagain^ and re^ 
4iek}eyou untomyfelf ; that where I am^ there 
ye 9fu^ be ajfo.* In the heavenly manfion^) 

♦ John xiv. fti 3. 



Dis, 6. tie Regenerate. lyy 

the faints are before the thrme of God^ and 
ferve bim day and night in his temple : and he 
thatjitteth on the throne Jhall dwell among them. 
They Jhall hunger no more^ neither thirjl any 
mere; neither Jhall the fun light on theni^ nor 
any heat. For the Lamb^ who is in the midji 
rf the throne J Jhall feed them^ and Jhall lead 
them unto living fountains of waters : and God 
Jhall wipe away all tears from their eyes.\ 

When any from our world are received 
into heaven, th^y aflbciate with the glorified 
faints and the holy angels. Within a fliort 
time, my Chriftiaa friends, you will pafs 
through death, and will be welcomed to 
paradife by the angels, who are miniftering 
fpirits to the heirs of falvation. You wiu 
foon dwell in the fame fociety with Noah, 
Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, Mofes, Samuel, 
David, Ifaiah, Daniel, Peter, James, John, 
Paul, and all the other holy patriarchs, 
prophets, and apoftles, and all the faints 
who have departed this life from the begin- 
ning of time. What ravifhing enjoyments 
muft be found, in uniting with the holy 
throng above, in praifing God forever? 
They are all of one heart towards Him who 
fitteth on the throne. They are all per- 
fedly fatisfied with the places afligned them 
in the kingdom of their heavenly Father. 

t Rev. fii. 1$% i6, 17. 



, lyS . TheCharaderof Dis, 6. 

One on a lower feat doth not look up to 
one on a higher, with envy ; nor doth one 
on a higher feat look down to one on a 
lower, with contempt. In heaven, the hap- 
pinefs of one is the happinefs of the other, 
the happinefs of each is the happinefs of 
the whole, and the happinefs of the vriioie 
is the happinefs of each. They arc all un-' 
der the full dominion of holy love. This 
fixes their hearts on God, and draws them 
to each othi^r by a bond which is never to 
be diffolved. Look up to heaven, and be- 
hold a perfeft fociety. Can you look for- 
ward to it, and not feel a defire to go, at 
the time which infinite wifdom hath appoint- 
ed, and join with the worfhippers in the 
new Jerufalem, and mingle fouls with them 
to eternity ? They feel to themfelves as noth- 
ing in the prefence of Jehovah, a-nd they 
rejoice in the plan of his government which 
hath been unfolding from the firft moment 
of created exiftence. They are filled with 
joy in view of the glory and bleffednefs of 
God's holy kingdom. They fhout, Alleluia \ 
in beholding Him who \% feated on the 
throne of the univerfe, triumphing over all 
the fubtilty and malice of earth and hell, 
and rendering them fubfervient to the de^ 
figns of his infinite love. 

The glorified faints have fomething pe- 
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cuUar in the ftrain ' of their praife. . They 
have experienced the riches of divine grace, 
in delivering them from the guilt and do- 
minion of fin. With what raptures of joy 
do they Jing as it were a new fong before the 
throne! How do they admire, adore and 
praife Him who hath glorified his great 
name in their falvation ! who fnatched them 
from the brink of hell, conduced them 
through a land of darknefs, and a vale of 
tears, and made them monuments of his 
everlafting mercy ! 

The inhabitants of the heavenly world 
reji not day and nighty f^yi^g^i Holy^ boly^ holy^ 
Lord God Almighty^ who was^ and is, and is 
to come. — Thou art worthy , Lord, to receive 
ghry, and honor, and power : for thou hq/i 
created all things, and for thy pleafure they are 
and were created.* The i^vuX^Jland before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white 
robes, and palms in iheir hands, and cry with 
a loud voice, faying. Salvation to our God who 
Jitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 
The angels join their voices, faying^ Amen : 
Blejfing, and glory, andwifdom, ^nd thankf 
giving, and honor, and power 9 and might, be 
unto our God forever and ever. Amen.f 

How great will be the joy and triumph 
of the redeemed at the fecond coming of 
• Rcr. iv, 8, II. t Rey. vii. 9i 10, la. 
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Jcfus Chrift ! Tl^ Lord hinfelf will defcend 
from heaven^ with a Jhout^ with the voice cf 
the archangeiy and with the trump of God: 
And believers who are alive, with thofe who 
had flept in the duft of the earth, will be 
caught up together in the cloiids, to meet 
the Lord in the air. They will receive bodr 
ie$ fafiiioned like unto Chrift's glorious 
body, wilt be placed at his right hand when 
he fitteth on the throne of Jtidgme&tin 
prefaice of the affembled uoSivcrfe, and will 
hear the fentence from his mouth, Come^ ye 
Ueffcd of my Father ^ inherit the kingdom pre-- 
paired for you from the foundation of the world. 

Of what worth is the crown of xighteouf- 
nefe, which the Lord the righteous Judge 
will give ui^o all tbem that love his appear- 
ing ! Let your hearts glow with a holy 
warmth who are following Chrift in there* 
generation. 'To what glory are you born ! 
Beloved, now are we the fom of God ; and it 
doth net yet appear what we fball be : but we 
knew that when he fhall appear ^ we Jhall be 
Hhe him ; for we fhall fee him as he fx,* He 
who teftifieth thtfe things, fidth^ Surely I come 
quickly ; Amen. Even fo^ come^ Lord Jefus. 
The grace rf our Lord Jefus Chrift be with 
you all. Amen. 

* z Johniii* 9* 



